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November 8 Program: “Winter Photography: Techniques and Gear”

 ©Nadine Sapiente  “Ricketts Glen”

Continued next page

©Ken Meyer “Bull Elk Along the Madison”,
right, “Frosty Morn,” below.  “Trumpeter Swan 
on the Firehole,” below right ©Karin Meyer

    Longtime club member Dr. Kenneth Meyer 
will share “Winter Photography: Techniques and 
Gear” at this month’s program in the Gmeiner Art 
Center in Wellsboro.
    The 7 p.m. meeting is free and open to the 
public. For persons interested in joining the 
Grand Canyon Photo Club, dues are $20 per per-
son or $35 per family. Anyone joining would have 
dues applicable for next year. Guests at meetings 
are always welcome.
   Ken has mades several trips to parks in the 
West for photography at Yosemite National Park. 
Recently, he attended a  week- long Winter work-
shop in Yellowstone National Park.
   Each of the trips have culminated with artistic 
productions, of which a few have been shared 
with GCPC during shows and monthly critiques.



Dr. Meyer  ( continued)
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       Dr. Kenneth Meyer

©Kenneth Meyer  “Oxbow Bend”

   Dr. Kenneth Meyer is a retired biologist from Mansfield 
University and is an avid, amateur photographer.  He has 
participated in numerous juried “Photo Exhibits” in our area 
being recognized for his work with various awards including 
one from the prestigious Pennsylvania Newspaper Association 
in 2012. He was also a member of the Keller Group which met 
locally for years taking part in two of their exhibits during that 
time. 
   His photo presentations include those given to the local 
Audubon Chapter and Garden Clubs, the Clio Club in Wil-
liamsport and the Grand Canyon Photo Club where he has 
been a member for over a decade as well as a past President, 
and the North Central PA Photographer’s Association which 
meets in Watsontown, PA. 
    His photography training in addition to the local Keller 
Group includes attending workshops in Bar Harbor, Maine 
given by Rob Sheppard, a recent editor of the “Outdoor Pho-
tographer magazine”, one by the renowned Canadian photog-
raphers Andre Gallant/Freeman Patterson in New Brunswick, 
Canada, another with George Theodore (ANPW) in the 
Tetons and Yellowstone National Park and also seminars by 
Tony Sweet, Tim Cooper (Rocky Mountain School of Photog-
raphy) and Photoshop guru Ben Willmore. 

    Ken has also contributed photos to Wells-
boro’s “Mountain Home” magazine and has had 
his work published in Pennsylvania’s Northern 
Tier Regional Planning Commission Annual 
Reports in 2011-2015.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

©Mia Lisa Anderson “A Taste of Honey” 

As most of you are aware, I have spent 2016 concen-
trating on food and beverage photography. This is a 
photographic subgenre I have wanted to experiment 
with for several years. For me it seemed like a natural 
progression given my love of still life photography, 
and I finally made the commitment to do it this year. 
It has been a fun personal project, maddening and 
frustrating at times (as evidenced by the 49 attempts 
at dropping olives into a glass to achieve the perfect 
splash), but overall I would say I have grown as a 
photographer because of it.

So what did I learn? I learned that:

	 •	 Heavy	cream	works	better	than	milk	
in cereal because milk has a bluish cast to it.
	 •	 A	light	coating	of	olive	oil	will	revital-
ize dry looking food.
	 •	 A	wooden	stir	stick	will	put	the	head	
back on a beer.
	 •	 Putting	a	wet	cotton	ball	in	the	micro-
wave and then putting it behind food will make the 
food look hot and steaming.

More importantly I learned that good composition 
and good lighting are the keys to a good photograph 
no matter what your subject matter. Learning the 
fundamentals—composition, exposure, lighting, 
shutter speed, etc.—is important in order to create 
a solid foundation on which to build further photo-
graphic skill. 

The themes and programs of the past year were cho-
sen to provide you with such a foundation.
The planning committee hopes we achieved our goal 
and that you will leave 2016 with an increased knowl-
edge of these essential principles of photography. 

Next year we plan to move away from basic concepts 
and discuss more specific areas of photography. We 
won’t neglect skills like composition, but we’ll mix in 
some topics like night photography, advanced light 
painting, and photographing with your smart phone.

I encourage all of you to choose a personal project for 
2017. I haven’t yet decided if I will concentrate on food 
for another year or tackle something new or do both. 
Either way I hope we all can …

Learn, practice, and most of all have fun!
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About The Banner Photo

©Nadine Sapiente  “Ricketts Glen”

     Nadine Sapiente made the local evening news in the 
Williamsport area with her image made on a hike in Ricketts 
Glen State Park. We got an alert from Dwaine Gipe who saw 
the photo on TV.

   “They likely got hundreds of submissions,” Dwaine said, 
“and  Nadine’s stopped the eye of judgement.”

    Proving that one can create great images with whatever 
camera is handy, Nadine made this image with her I Phone 7.



October 11, 2016 Meeting of the Grand Canyon Photo Club
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Beginning Balance $2024.61

Cash IN (2016 dues)

Cash OUT (Projector) $755.99

Ending Balance $1,268.62
 
     Respectfully Submitted, 

Gary Thompson, Treasurer

Treasurer’s Report for October 2016

The Grand Canyon Photography Club
www.gcphotoclub.org

   Club President Mia Lisa Anderson call the meeting to order at 7 o’clock. I counted 31 members and guests 
present. Mia announced that Sandy Foor is now officially in charge of our yearly hosting of one Gmeiner Exhibit. 
Mia asked that we all support Sandy and passed around a sign-up sheet to volunteer to help and/or to make a 
treat for the reception on November 6. 
   Gary Thompson, the Chair of the Nominating Committee, presented a slate of officers for 2017. They will be 
published in this newsletter and a vote will be held at the November 8 meeting. All the positions will be filled 
by the people that occupy them now. Our nominees for the Board of Directors are Sharon Connolly and Bob 
Stoffregen.
   Mia introduced Judith Giddings, our presenter of the evening’s program “Using Shutter Speed for More 
Powerful Images.” Judith showed us how to use a slow shutter speed to depict motion. She had her husband Bill 
Giddings driving their car (with their two dogs) back and forth in front of her camera so that she could experi-
ment with various shutter speeds, ISOs and f-stops. We were treated to Judith’s gentle humor. We learned some 
technical things (shutter priory on a camera dial is marked by “S” or “Tv”). We were encouraged to think “out-
side the box” by not always looking for sharp, well-focused images. She treated us to some of her images and 
William Neill’s. He has titled his web page “Impressions of Light” where there are various images captured at 
slow shutter speeds while moving the camera. Judith observed that not much motion is necessary to create some 
wonderful effects. She emphasized that much experimentation is necessary. We learned a new word: “chimping” 
which is the act of shooting an image, checking it on the LCD screen and then adjusting the settings; repeat as 
often as necessary. Judith’s manner was to encourage participation – and there were many entertaining com-
ments offered by the club members.
   Ann Kamzelski was the critique leader. Only 11 images were submitted this week which might be indicative of 
the aversion to flash that many members have. Fill-flash was the most used form of flash in the submissions and 
some work was done with flash to help freeze the image – Ken Meyer’s drop of water comes to mind along with 
Mia’s olive-drop into whiskey in a martini glass on a mirror.

   Respectfully submitted,
   Paul Bozzo, Recording Secretary



Ann Kamzelski 
presents tips, techniques, 

and creative ideas for 
getting great photos. 

Ann-ecdotes

The Grand Canyon Photography Club
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“Close Encounters”

 (Continued next page)

 All Images© Ann Kamzelski  “Fox,” above
and “Coyote,” below

  Lots of people like to take photographs of wildlife, myself among 
them.  I am always very happy when I happen to capture a great 
shot of a deer, bird, frog or other creature.  Often, however, I see 
wonderful wildlife and they are too far away for me to get a de-
cent image.  That wasn’t the case on my recent trip to Yellowstone 
National Park.
   I have never been to Yellowstone and thought it was about time.  
I booked a tour with Joe and Maryann McDonald who have been 
taking people to Yellowstone for 30 years.  I wanted their exper-
tise on locations for seeing animals.  With a limited amount of 
time to spend in the park, knowing where to go is very important.
I was not disappointed.  We saw the usual suspects; random 
mule deer, the elk in downtown Mammoth Springs, lone bison 
or a fleeting sighting of a grizzly bear.  But things can get very 
interesting in Yellowstone.  With so many visitors each year, a lot 
of the wildlife has become acclimated to being around humans, 
especially the animals who reside near the roadside and camping 
areas.  This phenomenon allows you to occasionally get much 
closer to your subject than you would think.  Often too close!
   The first occurrence came when we saw a red fox trotting along 
the roadside.  We pulled into a convenient parking area and 
jumped out of the vans with our equipment (we had been told to 
keep the camera with our longest lens on the seat next to us).  Be-
fore I could even get the focus correct on the fox, it walked right 
past me and disappeared into the bushes.  I got three very blurry 
shots.   Later that day we stopped to photograph a black bear.  It 
was quite far away and I knew that any shots that I took would 
only contain small black dots with bear shapes.  I took a couple of 
requisite photos and walked across the road because I thought I 
had seen some movement.  It was a coyote out hunting.  A few of 
the other photographers came over and started walking right by 
because that was where he was headed.  Before I could move in 
that direction, he turned and came right at me.  I have beautiful 
head shots of him from about 30 feet.  Then he quickly jumped to 
the right, grabbed a vole or mouse and walk away.  I could hear 
the crunching as he went.
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Close Encounters (continued)

All images  © Ann Kamzelski.

(Continued next page)

   Later that afternoon we were at a campground 
that had been closed for the season.  Our leaders 
had a report that a Great Grey Owl had nested 
there and was still in the area.  Joe and Maryann 
split up to scout the area and see if they could 
find him.  I went with Maryann and was carry-
ing my camera and 100-400mm lens.  Suddenly, 
a red fox came hurrying down the road toward 
us.  The lighting was poor, but I managed to 
get a few decent shots.  As I stood there, the 
fox walked with 5 feet of me, totally uncon-
cerned about my presence.   We followed him 
for a while, and then realized that he was about 
to pounce on something.  I quickly lifted my 
camera and focused on him.  I got a really great 
shot of him in midair over the grass (I’ll show 
you that some other time).  Oh, and we did find 
the owl and spent quite a while getting photos 
of him too.  Unfortunately, he had chosen a spot 
to sit that had a lot of contrast, making it hard to 
get good images.

During breakfast the next day at a picnic area, a mule 
deer doe with her twins, came right down to the side of 
the road across from us and started eating rose hips.  We 
spent about 45 minutes watching them and taking pic-
tures.  They were still there when we left.

The next day we went to Larmar Valley to see if there were 
any bison herds.  It was quite warm and the bison had decid-
ed to stay home for the day.  There were several pronghorn 
antelope around so we stopped to take shots of these.  I had 
gotten some nice images of one grazing on the hillside near 
me when he decided to move to the other side of the road.  
He loped down the hill and right past us, and then stopped 
on the other side of the road to pose.
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Close Encounters (continued) All images  © Ann Kamzelski.
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  We returned to the same valley the next day.  It was 
cooler and cloudy.  There were hundreds of bison grazing.  
Where they had been the previous day was a mystery to 
me; how do you hide that many bison?  We stopped to 
take photographs of the animal filled valley with golden 
aspen trees on the hillsides.  It was a “typical” Yellowstone 
shot.  I also got a wonderful classic “bison silhouetted 
against the sky” picture.  Suddenly, about a half dozen of 
these huge critters decided that they really liked the spot 
where we were parked.  We all had to jump into the van 
since they were walking right next to us.  A wide angle 
lens was good enough to get head shots through the open 
window. 
    I haven’t mentioned that there are regulations about 
how close you are allowed to get to the wildlife in the 
park.  The rangers constantly have to warn individuals to 
stay away and tell people to get back in their cars.  Even 
though these animals are not intimidated by humans, 
they are wild and they are dangerous.  There is a video in 
the visitor’s center of a bull elk tossing a man into a pine 
tree with his antlers.  So, in most cases, we would actually 
move away from the animals when they came near us. 
   My favorite encounter of the trip was the big horn 
sheep.  We had seen them two previous days in the same 
location.  However, they had attracted so many visitors 
that we decided to pass the opportunity by.  

Later in the week as we passed that spot, we saw 
the two male big horns in the woods.  We pulled 
into a parking area and started taking photos.  
We soon attracted a crowd.  The sheep came 
right up to the edge of the road so we crossed 
to the opposite side to maintain the required 
distance.  Many other people did not do this and 
had to jump out of the way as the animals ap-
proached.  We got some wonderful images of the 
sheep as they passed by without being in danger 
to ourselves or these beautiful creatures.
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Close Encounters (continued) Just a note:  These 
animals in Yellow-
stone have become 
accustomed to hu-
mans and are not 
intimidated by our 
presence.  However, 
most wild animals 
are very uncom-
fortable with hu-
mans.  As photog-
raphers, we should 
be aware of this and 
make sure that we 
give animals their 
“space”.  If you are 
photographing an 
animal and it starts 
to become restless 
or nervous then you 
are too close.  So 
don’t go any closer.

Slow down,
Open your eyes,
And every living thing will tell you its story.

 
                                                                       - Dewitt 

NOTE: 
Photographer, educator, author, teacher, and  
National Geographic photographer Dewitt 
Jones has a  wonderful web site that you should 
sign up for,
“Celebrate What’s Right With the World”
His latest image is at left with the quote below.



Page 10

The Grand Canyon Photography Club
www.gcphotoclub.org

©Judith Giddings  “Bill Hears a Thrush”
©Mia Lisa Anderson  “The Splash”

©K Meyer  “Backsplash”
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Mystery Macro
How observant are you?

     ©Jan Keck

What is this?  Send your 
guess to bdphoto@ptd.

net

Several Correct       
    guesses:
Ear of a frog
Al, Ann, David, 
Paul

GCPC  2016 Calendar of Events
Meetings are at 7 p.m. on the 2nd Tuesday of every month 

at the Gmeiner Art & Cultural Center unless otherwise noted.

Please contact Bruce Dart at bdphoto@ptd.net if you are interested in displaying your photos at 
the Native Bagel or if you have images suitable for display at the Warehouse Gallery.

 Mini-solo Shows at the Native Bagel, 
Central Avenue,     Wellsboro:        

November., Mia Lisa Anderson; 

December, Suzan Richar

The Warehouse Theatre: Various Members

FIRST QUARTER: COMPOSITION

SECOND QUARTER: EXPOSURE

SECOND QUARTER: EXPOSURE

THIRD QUARTER: LIGHT

FOURTH QUARTER: SHUTTER SPEED

Theme: “In a Flash” - photo using on or off camera flash
(featured in this newsletter)

November 8 - Ken Meyer: Winter Photography ; Critique 
Theme: “Creative Use of Shutter Speed - Freezing  
Action or Long Exposure.”

December 13 -Holiday party; Member slideshow.

mailto:bdphoto@ptd.net 
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November  Meeting At A Glance

Kenneth Meyer: “Winter  Photography:

Techniques and Gear”
 Critique: Creative Use of Shutter Speed

Judith Giddings
 

Snacks:: Marsha Price

  Beverages: Russ Dodson

The Grand Canyon Photography Club
www.gcphotoclub.org

©Dwaine Gipe  “Ride ‘Em Bearboy”
©Bruce Dart  “Sam”

©Sharon Connolly  “Koda, Fill Flash”
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©Jan Keck  “Dusk Wedding”

©Linda & David Ralph  “Portrait of David“
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©Bob Stoffregen “Magical”

©Carla Amarosa  “Flashing Those Green Eyes”

©Paul Bozzo  
“Night Gazebo”


