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December 13 Program: “Members’ Slide Show & Christmas Party”

 ©Nancy Bickham  “Autumn Joy”

Continued next page

On Tuesday, December 13th, The Grand Canyon Photog-
raphy Club will hold its annual holiday party. The festiv-
ities will begin at 7 p.m. at the Gmeiner Art and Cultural 
Center in Wellsboro, PA. Members are asked to bring 
finger foods and snacks to share. The club will provide 
beverages.
Once again Rob Colley will join us and give us a peek at 
new photographic goodies. Rob is the owner of Hoyer’s 
Photo Supply in Williamsport, and he and his family have 
been providing “everything photographic” to photogra-
phers since 1935.

   Every December we look forward to the member slide-
show. This is an opportunity to share our favorite images 
from the past year with one another. Judith Giddings 
is putting together the slideshow this year, 
and she asks members to send up to 3 of 
their favorite images from 2016 to critique@
gcphotoclub.org by December 6th. Follow 
the same guidelines as the critique 
submissions (1024 pixels on the longest 
side).
May everyone have a safe, happy, and joyous holiday 
season.

   Photos ©Mia Lisa Anderson



The Elusive Pursuit of Excellence in Photography
        by Bruce Dart
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    Several different venues recently have featured legendary photographers in iconic locations sharing gems of 
wisdom about either the pursuit of excellence, creating meaning in your images, and sort of what IS the perfect 
photo subject. Any of these topics could and have generated books, workshops and of course, hours of serious 
discussion. I thought it relevent to share some of this.
   Editor/photographer Brooks Jensen, in the Nov./Dec. issue of Lenswork Magazine, compares much of the 
photography we do as comparable to the hunter/gatherers. “We wander about looking for a ‘keeper’ constructed 
of the right subject, the right angle and the right light.” Lenswork, by the way if you are not familiar with 
it, is a high quality, black and white (mostly,) fine art magazine.  I have on my shelf the last 73 issues 
dating back to 2004. 
    Jensen says many have referred to this as “trophy hunting photography, in search of the great image to display 
above the fireplace.” He goes on to recount how in a Zen-like experience, it is the MOMENT that counts, not 
whatever LOCATION we might find at the time. This concept also is good for hours of discussion and debate!
   In a newsletter blog from Outdoor Photographer magazine, David Leland Hyde (son of famed nature 
photographer Phillip Hyde) is interviewing Pulitzer Prize winning photojournalist and celebrated nature 
photographer, Jack Dykinga.
    Follow David Leland Hyde’s blog at LandscapePhotographyBlogger.com. See more of Jack Dykinga’s work on 
his website, dykinga.com.   
    Much of the interview talks about “making a statement” and using photography to help with conservation of 
the world we photograph. Dykinga, who is being recognized soon by the North American Nature Photography 
Association with a Lifetime Achievement Award, not surprisingly makes a number of wonderful observations.
    “The reason you become a photographer,” Dykinga said, “is to use the medium as an effective way to shape 
opinion and communicate what you feel and see.”
   Dykinga began his career in the 1960’s at the Chicago Tribune, earning his Pulitzer for “an incisive, 
gut-rending piece on the conditions in mental hospitals.”
     In desribing a subtle palette of color, Dykinga tells his workshop students “not all photography has to scream 
at you, some of it can whisper.”
    The free newsletter at Outdoor Photographer.com is great, as is Outdoor Photographer magazine; a sub-
scription is a tool that should be part of your “kit.”
   In his Fall newsletter, reknowed nature and landscape photographer, author, teacher William Neill advocates a 
“thematic approach,” finding details in reflections and cliffs.
    “Instead of trophy hunting for singular, spectacular scenic images,” Neill asserts, “I like to explore around for 
quiet images, ones that don’t shout too loud.”
    Neill says these subtle images have a depth that can be more enduring and “engage the viewer longer.” A lot of 
Neill’s work is available for sale through the Ansel Adams Gallery.
    Check out his previous news blog entitled “Whispers in the Fog,” advocating simpicity and subtlety. Just the 
title, and knowing Neill’s work, is already an inspiration.
    Subscriptions to newsletters and magazines in general, and these in particular, are a necessary addition to your 
photo tools to kick your photography up a notch -- and more.

The Grand Canyon Photography Club
www.gcphotoclub.org
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

©Mia Lisa Anderson “Christmas Wine” 

    My message this holiday season is simply “Thank you.” 
Last fall when I was approached about being the next club 
president, I was both honored and a bit afraid. I knew it 
would take a great deal of time and effort to be a good offi-
cer, and I did not make the decision to accept lightly. All of 
you made me realize I made the right choice.

    Thank you for your willingness to try some new 
approaches and new ideas. Several of you have told me how 
much you enjoyed our programs this year, and I appreciate 
the positive feedback.

    Thank you for taking part in the critiques, even though 
some of the concepts might have been more difficult than 
those from years past.

   Thank you for making our first ever exhibits at the Deane 
Center a success.

    Thank you for helping to create a wonderful reception 
for the November photographic exhibit.

    Thank you for consistently putting chairs and tables away 
after every meeting and making sure the Gmeiner looks as 
good when we leave as it did when we arrived.

    May you all have a wonderful holiday season with 
family and friends.



The Grand Canyon Photography Club

2016 Officers:
President:   Mia Lisa Anderson

Vice President: David Ralph 

Treasurer:  Gary Thompson

 Recording Secretary: Paul Bozzo

 Corresponding Secretary:   
Judith Giddings

Directors: 
2015-2016: Suzan Richar, Gene LaFavor 

2016-2017: Ann Kamzelski,  
Kenneth Meyer

Committee 
Chairpersons:

Newsletter:   Judith Giddings, 
Bruce Dart

Membership:  Gary Thompson

 Exhibits:  Bruce Dart

Website: Mia Lisa Anderson 

Publicity:  Lonny Frost 

For more information, please contact:
Mia Lisa Anderson

E-mail: president@gcphotoclub.org
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About The Banner Photo

©Nancy Bickham       “Autumn Joy”

   “Jan Keck and I were planning to spend some time 
in Wellsboro shooting fall scenes, and she said she had 
seen children playing in leaves up the street from my 
house.  As I watched the scene, I attempted to catch 
the movement of children throwing leaves.  1/20 of a 
sec. was slow enough for me to blur this child having 
fun, but fast enough so that anyone viewing the image 
would know what was happening, especially with all 
the fall leaves flying in the air.  The F stop is 9.5 and the 
ISO 125.  Needless to say I was very pleased with the 
result.”

by Nancy Bickham



November 8, 2016 Meeting of the Grand Canyon Photo 
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Beginning Balance $1,268.62

Cash IN (2016 dues) $35.00

Cash OUT (Reception) $126.54

Ending Balance $1,177.08
 
     Respectfully Submitted, 

Gary Thompson, Treasurer

Treasurer’s Report  For November 2016

The Grand Canyon Photography Club
www.gcphotoclub.org

   There were 30 people present when our president Mia Lisa Anderson called the meeting to order. She asked 
about the minutes from our last meeting and David Ralph moved we accept them as written, Lee Hoar seconded. 
Gary Thompson gave the treasurer’s report. As we have just purchased a new digital projector for $755.99 our 
treasury stands at $1,268.62. Gary then read the slate of officers. Christine. Heiney made a motion that we accept 
the slate as is, and Karin Meyer seconded.
   Mia thanked Sandy Foor for a job well done as the leader of our hosting of the opening of the Borden exhibit 
at the Gmeiner. Mia remarked that there was “tons of food.” She then shared a thank you written by the Gmeiner 
Director Anna Wales Rogers. Karin Meyer made a pitch for us to purchase tickets for the Green Free Library’s 
basket raffle. Mia asked for framed winter themed photographs to be placed in the Warehouse Theater. She 
announced that our next meeting, December 13, would be our holiday party. All members are encouraged to 
submit up to three favorite images for the slideshow. There may be a change in the required size of your images 
due to the higher resolution of our new projector. Look for an email with more information. 
    Kenneth Meyer’s program: “Winter Photography: Technique and Gear” was timely as we have begun to 
hunker down for another Tioga County winter. He presented a Power Point show on 1. Equipment, 2. Dress, and 
3. Location. We enjoyed the practical advice and the fun stories (We laughed about the spills in the ice and snow 
but we were reminded of the need to be careful and safe.) At the end of the programs we were treated to two slide 
shows from Yosemite National Park. The first was filled with many special scenes from the Winter of 2016.  The 
second slide show was all black & white imagery from 2008. Ken called them his homage to Ansel Adam. Thank 
you, Ken, for sharing your wonderful images.
   Marsha Price and Russ Dodson provided the treats for our break. Some of the leftovers from the opening were 
available, too. Judith Giddings led the critique session “The Creative Use of Shutter Speed.” In total, there were 16 
images to look at and ponder. Nancy Bickham’s joyful image of a young girl throwing leaves in the air was well 
balanced with warm colors and happy movement and Sharon Connolly’s motion-packed image of her horses 
running was impressive!

   Respectfully submitted,
   Paul Bozzo, Recording Secretary



Ann Kamzelski 
presents tips, techniques, 

and creative ideas for 
getting great photos. 

Ann-ecdotes

The Grand Canyon Photography Club

Page 6

 (Continued next page)

Holiday Creativity 
(This month I am revisiting an article I wrote 5 years 
ago)

   The holiday season is approaching fast.  Most of us are very busy 
with decorating, shopping, planning meals and family gatherings.  
That doesn’t leave much time for photography.  However, there 
are lots of interesting things to photograph without even leaving 
home; or at least not far from home.  I would like to give you some 
ideas to try.
   Abstracts of colored lights:  Most of us have neighbors or pass 
areas where folks have their yards decorated for the holidays.  In 
Cedar Key Florida, where I spend my winters, there are lots of 
decorations and one of the best displays is just across the street 
from my home.  They have brightly lit colorful balls of lights hang-
ing from their trees.  I love to go out after dark and photograph 
these lights while moving my camera or zooming my lens during a 
long exposure. (This is the technique that was discussed at the club 
a couple of months ago) Typically a second or longer works well.  
Set your camera at the lowest ISO (usually 100) and adjust the 
aperture to a high number like f16 to get a long exposure.  Focus 
on the lights and press the shutter while moving the camera in 
different directions.  Try moving the camera fast and slow for 

various effects.  You can also get inter-
esting results by zooming a lens while 
taking a shot.  Start with the zoom lens at 
its widest setting and zoom in.  This will 
help keep extraneous objects from the 
edges of the picture.  Zooming works well 
with pine trees covered with lots of lights, 
but try it on other decorations too. I have 
also applied this technique to the annual 
boat parade with great success.

Photos ©Ann Kamzelski  
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Holiday Creativity  (continued)

Photographing a still life through textured glass:  Anyone who had at-
tended one of the workshops at my Wellsboro home has seen this tech-
nique.  You set up a background drape; a solid color fleece fabric works 
well.  A still life is arranged in front of the background and then a piece 
of textured glass is put in front of this.  The camera is set to focus on the 
glass, although you can change the focal point for different effects.  You 
shoot the picture with a wide aperture such as f5.6.  It helps to have the 
camera on a tripod for composition purposes.  Try making the still life 
with tree trimming decorations, statues, pottery, foliage or candles.  Or 
do a shot of a holiday flower arrangement. 

 
Holiday Still Life:  I like to create photo-
graphs for my holiday cards.  I have done 
macro shots of a group of tree decora-
tions.  One year it snowed in early De-
cember so I grabbed my gear and went to 
the back yard with Christmas balls and 
carefully hung them on a snowy pine tree 
branch.  I tried several different compo-
sitions of this with one and three decora-
tions.

  I have also done images representative of Florida 
at holiday time.  I went to a nice sandy beach with 
flowers and shells and created the photograph with a 
southern holiday feel.  I set up the items on the sand, 
put the camera on my tripod and shot down on them 
from above.  The tripod is invaluable since you can 
look through the viewer and if you want to rearrange 
anything just bend down and move it.  The camera 
will be where you left it.

Photos ©Ann Kamzelski  
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Computer Generated Images:  Finally, during the colder 
weather, just stay home and play with images on your 
computer to create something for the holidays.  My idea 
was to decorate a deer.  I photographed the ornaments 
and hat separately. I took a shot that I had done of a deer 
previously and put the deer on a snowy background.  
Then I added the embelishments.
I hope this gives you some ideas for holiday time photog-
raphy.  Happy holidays from warm and sunny Florida.

“Creativity is contagious. Pass it on.” 
                                              — Albert Einstein

Holiday Creativity  (continued)

 ©Ann Kamzelski “Blurred Trees”

 ©Bruce Dart  “Bokeh Burgh”
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©Maggie Holmes  “Race Car”

   Maggie tweaked this image in post 
production to give the effect of the shutter 
speed she wanted and included a “before” 
and “after.”
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©Gerald Bailey  “Firebirds”

©Bob Bair  “Stony Fork Creek Rock”

©Bob Bair  “Antelope Canyon Light Shaft”
©Jack Preston  “Summer Fun”
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Mystery Macro
How observant are you?

     ©Jan Keck

What is this?  Send your 
guess to bdphoto@ptd.

net

Several Correct       
    guesses:
Part of a steel bridge, 
although not sure 
anyone else could 
get the bridge at 
Kinzua Dam.

GCPC  2016 Calendar of Events
Meetings are at 7 p.m. on the 2nd Tuesday of every month 

at the Gmeiner Art & Cultural Center unless otherwise noted.

Please contact Bruce Dart at bdphoto@ptd.net if you are interested in displaying your photos at 
the Native Bagel or if you have images suitable for display at the Warehouse Gallery.

 Mini-solo Shows at the Native Bagel, 
Central Avenue,     Wellsboro:        

November - Mia Lisa Anderson; 

December - Suzan Richar

The Warehouse Theatre: Various Members

FIRST QUARTER: COMPOSITION

SECOND QUARTER: EXPOSURE

SECOND QUARTER: EXPOSURE

THIRD QUARTER: LIGHT

FOURTH QUARTER: SHUTTER SPEED

(featured in this newsletter)

November 

December 13 -Christmas Party; Member Slideshow (three 
favorite images from 2016.)

 Critique Theme: “Creative Use of Shutter 
Speed -- Freezing action or Long Exposure.”

mailto:bdphoto@ptd.net 
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December Meeting At A Glance

Members’ Slide Show

Christmas Party
Bring a Snack to Share

 Beverages provided by the club
 

The Grand Canyon Photography Club
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©Dwaine Gipe  “Safe at Second”

©Jack Preston  “Church Altar, Firenze, Italy” (Florence)
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©Bill Giddings  “Summer Road”

©Jan Keck  “Shutterbike“
©Russ Dodson  “Dulcimaniac“
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©Sharon Connolly  “Run You Silly Boys, Run”

©Paul Jensen  “Happy Place”
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©Ken Meyer “Fall Runoff”

©Paul Bozzo  “Autumn Impressions”


