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Bruce Dart

ELECTRONIC FLASH: NOT JUST FOR PORTRAITS ANYMORE

  Professional Photographer Bruce Dart will offer a practical but 
a little more in-depth study on light at the Gmeiner 
August 9 at the monthly meeting, giving some tips on 
electronic flash.
    The 7 p.m. meeting is free and open to the public. 
    The immediate past president of Grand Canyon Photo Club, 
Dart is among those who have been with the club since its 
inception 16 years ago.
      Earlier this year, GCPC  studied “Composition,” then turned 
to basics of “Exposure” and will devote this quarter of the year 
to study “Light.” Gary Thompson kicked it off with his “Intro-
duction of Lighting” last month.
    “Artificial light, or electronic flash, is sometimes misuunder-
stood and often difficult to use if you have not used it much,” 
Bruce says. “This program is designed to take away some of the 
mystery and show some ways to use flash to help create better 
images when you don’t have enough light with which to work.”
   Bruce explained that  many professionals, including land-
scape photographers, often use “fill flash,” an extra little bit of 
light to create highlights and soften shadow in low light. He 
went on to say that adding just a little light to keep a natural 
look is preferable to only using flash to light an area.
    “In the film days (with color) we had to be concerned with 
color balance in low light; this is not so much a concern now 
with digital imaging and the ability to change white balance as 
needed,” he stated.
    Other topics, in addition to “fill flash,” include bounce flash 
and some other “light modifiers,” Bruce explained. A very
 important aspect is light direction, which is this month’s theme 
for critique.
    Backlighting, one of the important light directions for en-
chancing a subject, often results in dark shadows and a poorly 
lit subject. Using fill flash, a can make backlighting really amaz-
ing, he concluded. Not only will this enhance 
portraits of people but also a foreground in a landscape as well.

   Photographer Bruce Dart has been  the 
owner of  Photos by Dart portrait studio in 
Mansfield for the past 40 years and more 
recently has become a Life Member of The 
Professional Photographers of America 
(PPA.) He was recognized in 1986 as a  
Certified Professional Photographer and 
earned Craftsman Photographer in 2003. 
Winner of numerous photo awards, he is the 
only four-time winner of the Northeast PA 
Professional Photographers Association’s 
Photographer of the Year award.

 ©Bob Stoffregen “Country Livin”
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“I am the master of my fate: / I am the captain of my soul.”
~from the poem “Invictus” by William Ernest Henley

I have always loved creating still lifes. One of the main reasons is I 
am in total control. I not only choose the subject of my image, I also 
choose the background, and I choose the light: front, back or side; 
natural or artificial; high key or low key. In almost all other photogra-
phy disciplines, I have to shoot in the conditions I am given; with still 
life I make my own.
The image accompanying this message is a couple of years old, but I 
thought it was a good example of side lighting. I chose my items and 
arranged them to tell the story of an explorer. I knew I wanted warm 
light to enhance the idea of searching in the desert. (I think I had just 
re-watched the 1999 version of The Mummy.) I chose a west-facing 
window and let the afternoon sunlight add the mood I was after. 
(Technical details: Pentax 50mm lens, f/4, 1/45 sec, ISO 200)
This month we will continue learning about light as Bruce talks to us 
about flash photography. This is an area I am not that familiar with, so 
I will be learning right along with you. 
And if you have never tried still life photography, go ahead and exper-
iment. You might just become the “master of your fate.”
Learn, practice, and, most of all, have fun!



Page 3

 ©Bob Stoffregen “Country Livin”  

The Grand Canyon Photography Club
www.gcphotoclub.org

Shot with my Nikon D7100  50mm f1.8 on a tripod.

I shot this on my back porch one evening around 10PM.  It’s seven 
images, each having its own area lit with a flashlight. For something 
like this, I shoot tethered to my laptop so I can review each image 
and check that it’s lit the way I want it.  It takes some trial and error 
to get the effect you’re looking for light painting by hand, so the 
tethering helps with the review.  Each image was shot for 10 seconds 
at f11 ISO 100.  I may have only light painted for a few seconds in 
each frame, but being in near darkness @f11, nothing shows up 
except what I paint. I then take each image into Photoshop as layers 
and set the blend mode to lighten, setting the opacity of each layer 
to my preference along with some masking where needed. Some-
times the flashlight shows in the shot so I mask it out.  The back-
ground is my house siding on the back porch and in Photoshop 
I changed the color and used a graduated filter set at an angle to 
create the look.  I thought the hard angles of the siding and the filter 
complimented the soft flowers. Again...I was just shooting more for 
a PS exercise, but it came out nice so I thought I’d share.  My sub-
mission is a little hot and I’ve since reduced the exposure.

ABOUT THE BANNER PHOTO

I like the tethering technique. I use it more and more.  I use 
it in my astrophotography as well as light painting outside.  
Sometime if you have an empty slot at a meeting I can bring 
my gear in and demonstrate how it works if you wish. At
right is a photo of it set up outside during a star shoot.



July 12, 2016 Meeting of the Grand Canyon Photo Club

©Judith Giddings “Garden Window”
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Beginning Balance $2053.68

Cash IN (2016 dues) 20.00

Cash OUT (reception) 49.07

Ending Balance $2024.61
 
     Respectfully Submitted, 

Gary Thompson, Treasurer

Treasurer’s Report for July  2016

    President Mia Lisa Anderson called the meeting to order at 7 p.m. She thanked Paul Bozzo for his 
“unofficial” minutes of the events at Ann Kamzelski’s house in June. Gary Thompson confirmed that the trea-
surer’s report that appeared in the newsletter was accurate.
    Mia extended congratulations to David and Linda Ralph who were married a few months ago. She also 
thanked Bruce Dart, Bill Wolfe, and Linda Stager for hanging the GCPC exhibit at the Deane Center.
Bruce then told members that he needs images for the August portion of the show. He asked people to e-mail 
him the name, title, and sale price of their image if they want to participate. The new exhibit will be hung on 
August 6, 2016. Members who had images hanging in July need to remember to pick them up. Bruce also 
announced that he and Ken Meyer would be interviewed by Sara Vogt of the Wellsboro Home Page about the 
club and the upcoming exhibit.
    Suzan Richar and Mia both reminded members that she needed help with the reception scheduled for July 
17th at the Deane Center.
    Mia introduced Gary, the speaker for the evening and his program on Introduction to Lighting. Gary 
spoke about lighting terminology, equipment, techniques and tips. He showed two short youtube videos on 
lighting by Mike Browne. 
    After the refreshment break, Gary led the critique on “Adventures in Exposure and Composition” which 
consisted of images taken during the months of May and/or June.
        Respectfully submitted,
        Judith Giddings,
        Corresponding Secretary.
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Ann Kamzelski 
presents tips, techniques, 

and creative ideas for 
getting great photos. 

Ann-ecdotes
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Action and Interaction

 (Continued next page)

 All Images© Ann Kamzelski 

   I have mentioned before that in Cedar Key, the birds 
are so plentiful that it seems like they are just walk-
ing down the street.  You can go out almost any day 
and get nice photos of many different kinds of water 
loving birds.  I have hundreds of shots of some of the 
more prevalent species like pelicans, herons, egrets 
and osprey.  I will be out with my camera and find 
myself taking yet another photo of an egret reflected 
in the water.  I have oodles of such shots. After a while 
they all start to look the same and just like everyone 
else’s egret picture.  I needed to get out of this rut.  
So I challenged myself to try and take images that 
are more interesting; photographs where the subject 
is doing something attention-grabbing and not just 
standing there.  When I look through the viewfinder, 
I ask myself if I have a photo like this already.  If the 
answer is “yes”, I don’t take the shot.  I wait for some 
action to occur before I click the shutter.  Some-
times this means that I come away with no photos.  
Sometimes it means that I have to wait quite a while.  
Sometimes it means that I have to move to a different 
location.  Whatever it takes.

“Portrait”

“Fishing”

Several things have 
happened because of 
these changes.  First, 
I have taken some 
eye-catching action 
images.  In place of 
the “nice” portrait of 
the egret, I have shots 
of one catching a fish 
and family groups 
interacting.  

“Family”
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Action and Interaction (continued)

All images  © Ann Kamzelski.

(Continued next page)

  
     I have also become more patient when I am out shooting.  Instead of just a picture of a willet standing in the 
water, I have images of them fighting and bathing.  One bonus to all this is that I have learned a lot more about 
the behavior of these birds that have become such a part of my life.  By taking the time to watch them while 
waiting for  better photographic opportunities, I have discovered what they eat, where they like to spend their 
time, and what time of day and under what conditions they will be in different locations.  I have become 
educated about my subject. 

“Bathing” “Portrait” “Fighting”

Taking photographs of subjects showing action isn’t just for the birds (pun intended).  This principle can be 
used for other subjects too.  Why take a photo of a raft floating down the river when you can walk a short 
distance and get shots of kayaks splashing through the rapids. 
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Action and Interaction (continued)

All images  © Ann Kamzelski.

 At a horse show don’t just take nice pictures of horses, wait 
until some activities start where the action is better, like barrel 
racing.  And there is everyone’s favorite subject, children and 
grandchildren.  It is much more fun to have images of them 
doing something rather than just sitting or standing there.  So 
get shots of them playing, alone or with other children.  
Of course there is always those times when you need to get that 
“record” shot, like that fleeting moment that you see your first 
scarlet tanager.  But once you have that record, try waiting for 
more action and see where it takes you.
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©Ken Meyer  “Foot of the Fountain”

©Ken Meyer  “L’Bouquet”
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©Dwaine Gipe  “PJ Factory”
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Mystery Macro
How observant are you?

     ©Jan Keck

What is this?  Send your 
guess to bdphoto@ptd.

net No Correct       
    guesses:

GCPC  2016 Calendar of Events
Meetings are at 7 p.m. on the 2nd Tuesday of every month 

at the Gmeiner Art & Cultural Center unless otherwise noted.

Please contact Bruce Dart at bdphoto@ptd.net if you are interested in displaying your photos at 
the Native Bagel or if you have images suitable for display at the Warehouse Gallery.

 Mini-solo Shows at the Native Bagel, 
Central Avenue,       Wellsboro:       
August, Bruce Dart.; September, Paul 
Jensen; Oct.,  Kelle Johnson; Nov., Mia Lisa 
Anderson; Dec.ember, Suzan Richar

The Warehouse Theatre: Various Members

Deane Center:  Club Show 
July 6 - August; Ends Sept. 6

FIRST QUARTER: COMPOSITION

SECOND QUARTER: EXPOSURE

THIRD QUARTER: LIGHT

August 9 - Bruce Dart, Flash Photography; Theme,  Types 
of light (choose one): Backlighting, Side, Front.
September 13- Light Painting; David Ralph
Theme, Light As the Subject
.
FOURTH QUARTER: SHUTTER SPEED

October 11- Shutter speed- What is it and what does it do?
Theme: “In a Flash” - photo using on or off camera flash
Judith Giddings

November 8 - Ken Meyer: Winter Photography ; Critique 
Theme, The Year in Review (make the best photo you can). 
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August 9   Meeting At a Glance

Bruce Dart: Flash Photogrpahy
 Critique: Types of Light

 Ann Kanzelski
 

Snacks: Bruce Dart

  Beverages: Mia Lisa Anderson

The Grand Canyon Photography Club
www.gcphotoclub.org

©Paul Bozzo  “Fairy Flowers”

©Diane Cobourn  “The Fly”
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©Ann Kamzelski  “Foxgloves Ala Monet”

©Mia Lisa Anderson “Skull”

©Bruce Dart  “Sunset Field”

©Gary Thompson  “Chicago Reflections”
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©Bill Giddings “End of the Day”

Outing at Ann’s   “Photographers at Work”

Bill and Judith
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Paul is serious about his work,
 Jan is offering advice!

©Suzan  Richar “Mother’s Day Bear”

©Gene LaFavor “Ann’s Pond”


