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Back to Basics
What You Always Wanted to Know About Your Camera
For the October 13 meeting of
the Grand Canyon Photo Club, it’s
“Back to Basics.” For this program
only, we will be meeting at the
Warehouse Theatre at 3 Central
Avenue in Wellsboro. Beginning at
7 pm, several of the more advanced
photographers will attempt to
answer questions for those who
haven’t quite figured out their
equipment. The public is welcome at
this and all GCPC meetings.

“If we know what questions need to
be answered for people, Dart said, we
can specifically address those in the
alloted time. It will also be helpful,”
he pointed out, “if any of us have to
research an answer ahead of time.
Due to the limited time,we might not
be able to get to all questions.
Dart will lead a short discussion of
camera basics and then be assisted
by Mia Lisa Anderson, Ann Kamzelski,
and several others to address camera
brand specific issues. Several small
groups will then work on “where is
this on my camera?”issues.

Club members are encouraged to
We will try to answer as many questions as possible
not only bring their cameras and
for any makes of camera members have.
instruction manuals but to submit
Photo by Bruce Dart
their questions ahead of time to:
Anderson suggested that people send in one or two things they
critique@gcphotoclub.org “We all learn from each other,” said
would like to know, or if there is a particular type of photo that they
club president Bruce Dart, “and it is all too easy to assume that
would like to take but don’t know what setting would work best,
‘everyone knows that’ when often they don’t. It is very likely among
we can help with that.
a group of 35 or more photographers that someone in the group
has found a menu button to get the camera to do something you In addition to Dart, Kamzelski, and Anderson, several other club
did not know was there.”
members will likely be on hand to help including Ken Meyer, David
Ralph, and Gary Thompson.
Some photographers may use certain features on their camera but
might not be sure where to find that function on other cameras, so “The aim of the club is not only to learn but to have fun,” Dart
bringing your camera manual along is VERY important. Since the stressed. “It is not fun if you are continually confused by something.
time slot for the program is also somewhat limited, it is important Hopefully, this program will clear up many of these items. Some
to send in questions ahead of time.
have said that camera manuals appear to have been written in
Greek or maybe that is ‘geek!’ A team of folks will attempt to put
that in everyday language that is usable.”
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We are heading into
a photographer’s
sort of paradise
in one of the
premier Fall foliage
destinations
in
the
Northeast
in the coming
weeks....not that
you will find Tioga
County listed in
photography and
travel magazines
Sweeping vistas are not always draped in sunset
up there with
just waiting for you and your camera.
Vermont
and
Sometimes . . .
others. That does
not mean that we
are not in one of the exotic “go to” places.
Last year we took a closer look at Fall images and it’s time once again.
With release of the recent movie with Robert Redford and Nick Nolte
about Bill Bryson’s book, it’s time for “A Walk in the Woods.” It’s always
time for a walk in the woods actually, and one doesn’t have to hike the
Appalachian Trail in order to appreciate the season.
Outdoor Photography Magazine just devoted a whole issue this month
to foliage and Fall photos, so if you have not seen it, it is worth a look.
There are many, many ways to get great Fall images and it’s not always
about the “big picture.” Sometimes the weather doesn’t cooperate, or
maybe it’s you schedule! Photographing a tree, for example, close up is
one way. Sometimes the tree is in the early morning fog and with a tree
in the foreground your image becomes dynamic. Maybe backlit leaves, or
close ups of leaves late in the season after they are all down. Leaves in a
stream....the list is endless.
We tend to focus on leaves (pun intended) but there are many other
opportunities to capture Fall color, like Fall flowers, corn stalks, and of
course pumpkins. Former R.I.T. (that’s Rochester Institute of Technology
in case you didn’t know) instructor, author and columnist Ralph Hattersly
once wrote a book about the myriad of subjects one could photograph......
hands! Praying hands, folded hands, calloused work hands, young hands,
old hands and on and on.
Every season is a great season to be a photographer. And great images
start by grabbing your camera like a Nike ad and “just do it!!” It’s fun. And
the more you have fun, the better photographer you become. What have
you got to lose? You are still having fun and enjoying the outdoors. Isn’t that
what this is about?

You have to look closely
and work in different light.
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Minutes for September 8, 2015
President Bruce Dart called the meeting to order at 7 p.m.
He reminded members if anyone had not yet picked up their
photographs from the August club exhibit, to please do so.

Bruce welcomed Art & Christine Heiny and announced the club
had voted unanimously to give a lifetime GCPC membership to
them. Art & Christine started the club back in 2001.

Ann Kamzelski presented the Viewer’s Choice Award from
the August exhibit to Bernadette Chiaramonte-Brown for her
photograph of Amish horses.

Bruce introduced Gary Thompson, the speaker for the evening
and his program on Architectural Photography. Gary discussed
lens choice as well as other topics pertaining to photographing
building exteriors and interiors.

Bruce announced that the program for October would involve
members helping members with their cameras. Everyone is
encouraged to bring his/her camera and manual. If there is a
particular area you need help with or there is some aspect of
your camera or photography you don’t understand, please e-mail
your question to the critique address at critique@gcphotoclub.
org . Several members will be on hand to try to answer your
questions. Also, because of the art club exhibit, the October
meeting will be held at the Warehouse Theatre.

A Note About the Cover Photo
by Ann Kamzelski

I was reading emails early in the morning of
September 27th. It was quite cloudy out but
I could see a hint of pink in the clouds. As I
watched, the colors kept intensifying until I
just couldn’t resist going out with my camera.
This is a three-shot panorama taken from my
front yard. I slightly underexposed the shot
to enhance the colors. The brilliant colors
didn’t last long so I was very glad that I made
the effort to get the shot.

After the refreshment break, Ann led the critique on “Leading
Lines.”
There were approximately 35 people in attendance.
Respectfully submitted,
Mia Lisa Anderson
Vice President

		

Treasurer’s Report for September 2015
$3131.03

Beginning Balance
Cash IN
Ed Heaton Workshop

40.00

Cash OUT
Native Bagel (workshop lunch)
Ed Heaton (workshop fee)
Viewer’s Choice Award
Ending Balance

44.50
1500.00
25.00
$1307.03

Respectfully Submitted,
Gary Thompson, Treasurer

Congratulations to Bernadette
Chiaramonte-Brown, winner of
the Viewer’s Choice award for the
August GCPC exhibit, for her image
of Amish Horses.
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Ann-ecdotes

Seeing Red

Ann Kamzelski presents
tips, techniques, and
creative ideas for getting
great photos.

In August I discussed what a histogram is and how it should
look. I said that as long as there are no areas that skew to
the very left or right of the graph then the histogram is
good. Okay, I lied! Everyone knows that you can blow out

the whites on a digital photograph by overexposing them.
There is no data in that area, so you can’t recover details.
Well, guess what? Did you know that you can blow out
the reds too?
When you look at a histogram, you are looking at an
RGB image. That means that you are looking at the
Red, Greens and Blues summed together (a color model
based on additive color primaries for video applications).
However, on the computer or on the display of most
digital cameras, you can see the graph for each of these
colors individually. Example 1 shows the back of my
camera with the picture of a red flower and the resulting

histogram. The histogram looks good doesn’t it? But, as
you can see, in Example 2, where I display the three RGB
colors as well as the histogram, the reds are skewed to the
right side of the graph. There will be no detail and only
solid red in those overexposed areas.
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You can also see this on your computer if you look at“Levels”
on PhotoShop or PhotoShop Elements. The histogram
will show the RGB graph, but there is a dropdown and you
can select the reds only. I have two illustrations here, one
showing good
reds that are
not saturated
where there
is detail in all
the red petals.
The second,
saturated,
illustration has
a histogram
skewed to the
right. There
is no detail
left in the
center portion
of the right
two
petals.
The
overall
photograph
doesn’t look
bad
but
upon closer
examination,
you can see
areas that are
just a solid
bright
red
(almost neon)
color. If you happen to shoot photographs in RAW then
you will be able to recover some of the detail in these
(Continued on page 5)
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areas with your RAW converter. However, if you are only
shooting in jpeg format then you are stuck with what you
have. (Just another good reason to shoot in RAW or RAW/
jpeg.)
In general, you will have a better chance of getting a good
detailed image, if you underexpose photographs that
include bright reds slightly. If the reds have a “neon” look
they are probably too saturated. But to be sure, check
your histogram and in particular the “red” channel when

you are shooting. Use your exposure compensation, like I
told you last month, to get the best exposure possible.

Visit Ann’s website at http://photoartbyann.com
Text and images by Ann Kamzelski

©Paul Bozzo

©Mia Lisa Anderson

©Nancy Bickham
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September Critique: Leading Lines

©Bill Giddings

©Karin Meyer

©Bruce Dart

©Judith Giddings
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©Yvonne Lloyd

(Continued on Page 7)

Newsletter
October 2015

©Gary Thompson

©Linda Sichel

©Diane Cobourn

©Ken Meyer

©Jack Preston

©Paul Jensen
(Continued on Page 8)
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©David Ralph
©Jan Keck
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©Bernadette Chiaramonte-Brown

©Carla Amarosa

©Lonny Frost

©Kev Card
(Continued on Page 9)
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©Dwaine Gipe
©Sharon Connolly

©Mary Card
©Bob Bair

©Russ Dodson

©Gabrielle Knott
(Continued on Page 10)
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August 30 Field Trip with Ed Heaton
Images from Welsh Settlement Cemetery, Early Morning

©Gary Thompson

©Sharon Connolly

©David Ralph
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©David Ralph

©Bruce Dart

©Judith Giddings
(Continued on Page 11)
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Images from Asaph Later in the Morning:
Green Everywhere

©Bruce Dart

©Judith Giddings

©Suzan Richar

©Sharon Connolly

©Ann Kamzelski

©Ann Kamzelski

©Paul Bozzo
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Check Out These Websites:
(Thanks to Ann Kamzelski and Mia Lisa Anderson)
Outdoor Photographer’s Tip of the Week: Capture the Fall
Colors: Some great ideas on capturing the often

overlooked details of autumn, including contrasting
colors, and portraying tranquility in your images.
http://www.outdoorphotographer.com/how-to/tip-ofthe-week/capture-the-fall-colors.html

Click on the links to
favorite webites from The Photo Argus to pick up some
simple and fall photography tips.
http://www.thephotoargus.com/75-helpful-fallphotography-tips/

75+ Helpful Fall Photography Tips:

10 Tips for Fall Color Photography: Bryan Peterson’s School

of Photography presents some tips on creating great
images of fall foliage:
http://bpsop.com/10-tips-for-fall-color-photography/

©Suzan Richar

Mystery Macro
No one guessed
last month’s
mystery: back of
a lawn chair

How observant are you?
What is this? Send your
guess to wgiddings@epix.net

©Judith Giddings
©Judith Giddings
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October 13 Meeting At a Glance

In honor of GCPC’s 15th anniversary, we visit
the archives: Four years ago, October 2011, Byron
Sands presented a program called “The Science of
Digital Photography” and the critique theme was
“Crisp.”

Meeting at the Warehouse Theatre

Workshop: Back to Basics: What You Always
Wanted to Know About Your Camera;
Critique theme: Ruins;
Critique leader, Ann Kamzelski:

In the Rear View Mirror: Christine Heiny, Mia
Lisa Anderson, and Judith Giddings have all been
newsletter editors.

Snacks: Paul Bozzo
Beverages: Gerald Bailey

GCPC 2015 Calendar of Events

Meetings are at 7 p.m. on the 2nd Tuesday of every month
at the Gmeiner Art & Cultural Center unless otherwise noted.
Mini-solo Shows at the Native Bagel, Central
Avenue, Wellsboro: November, Wolfram
Jobst; December, Mia Lisa Anderson.

Always Wanted to Know About Your Camera;
Theme, Ruins, Ann Kamzelski

The Warehouse Theatre: Various members.

Autumn Colors, Ann Kamzelski

October 13 - Workshop: Back to Basics: What You

November 10 - Composition, Ken Meyer; Theme,
December 8 - Holiday Party

Please contact Bruce Dart at bdphoto@ptd.net if you are interested in displaying your photos
at the Native Bagel or if you have images suitable for display at the Warehouse Gallery.

©Gary Thompson
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