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The Challenges of Digital Low Light Photography
Town of Elmira, NY resident
David Ralph’s photography
began with the Kodak Brownie
he had as a young boy. He
recorded his experiences while
stationed in Southeast Asia
in the 1960’s using a Pentax
camera that he bought at the
PX in Long Binh, Viet Nam.
Low light is as broad a topic
Later, stationed in Bangkok, he
as photography itself, far too
learned the rudiments of wet
broad a topic to fully cover in
darkroom editing and how to
one session. We will look at the
develop B&W film. After the
All photos ©David Ralph
tension and trade-offs between
Army, he went back to SUNY
shutter speed, aperture, ISO, digital noise, camera support,
Buffalo, where he used the school’s student union darkroom
and the fact that the camera’s light meter and display may
and later attempted a home darkroom.
not give us the information we need for a good exposure.
And, for raw shooters, a brief look at a controversial and With the digital revolution, and retirement age looming,
related topic: “ETTR,” Expose to the Right, and obtaining David decided that the time was now or never to get back
optimal image quality.
into photography. GCPC has been a key feature of his
returning to photography. His interests have centered on
landscape photography, a desire to do travel photography,
and mastering evolving digital photo technology.
The May 12 meeting of the
Grand Canyon Photography
Club, will feature a presentation
by member David Ralph on how
to produce quality images in low
light. The meeting will begin at
7 p.m. at the Gmeiner Art and
Cultural Center in Wellsboro, PA.
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“What’s
really
important
is
to simplify. The work of most
photographers would be improved
immensely if they could do one thing:
get rid of the extraneous. If you strive
for simplicity, you are more likely to
reach the viewer. ”
~ William Albert Allard
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Actually the oldies song includes
lollipops in the phrase, but when
the sun and the spring flowers
pop out after a long winter, most
of us feel like singing...and the
photographers pop out with their
cameras as well. While we might
not get the best photos in bright
sun it certainly lifts our spirits and
encourages us.
Showcasing our work, as in the
GCPC show rapidly approaching,
is the subject of frequent essays
in such magazines as Lenswork
and others, with show displays,
solo or jointly with others being
a prime consideration. Did you
know that we owe the concept of
a “gallery” to a photographer well
known for something else? During
the Civil War, now observing the
150th anniversary, well known
photographer Matthew Brady
spent his considerable fortune
documenting the war and later
died in near poverty. At one time
Brady operated THE premier
portrait studio in this country,
not long after the process of

photography was invented in Paris
and London. “Brady of Broadway” in
New York City earned a reputation
photographing celebrities and
the gallery of his work, open to
the public, was the first gallery to
showcase photography. People
flocked there to see which famous
person was his latest subject. One
portrait familiar to us, used in a
variety of ways, actually helped
get Abraham Lincoln elected as
President of the United States.
Now we have high resolution,
high ISO cameras that allow us to
photograph in very low ambient
light. We might need a little push
to get us out of our usual comfort
zone to experiment with this type
of photography but anything like
this that we tackle helps make us
a better photographer. Every time
we add a skill to our “toolbox” we
become better at other kinds of
photography as well. The camera
doesn’t care what is in front of the
lens, just keep clicking!
Bruce Dart
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Minutes for April 2015
The April 7, 2015 meeting of GCPC was called to order by
President Bruce Dart at 7:00 p.m. There were 48 persons in
attendance.
Bruce noted that the following day, April 15, at the meeting of the
Tiadaghton Audubon Society, at the Gmeiner, Gary Tyson would
give a presentation and photographs on birds in Delaware’s
coastal wildlife refuges and state parks. The Warehouse Theater
needs to have photos changed out by the 25th or 26th of the
month.
The program was by award-winning photojournalist Bill Ennis,
whose wrestling photographs of high school and college
wrestlers have appeared in numerous national and local
publications, and Wrestling USA Magazine declared him 2014
Photographer of the Year.
Bill indicated that his current equipment consists of a Canon
5D III DSLR, 70-200mm f2.8 zoom, occasionally with a 2X
teleconverter, along with 28mm f1.8 wide angle and 85mm f1.8
primes. He shoots high quality jpegs, not raw files, preferring
the smaller file size of jpeg. He processes images in Photoshop.
Shutter speed is usually 1/400th or 1/500th. He does not use a
tripod, which is too much weight to carry and occupies too much
floor space in a crowded arena. He sometimes uses a monopod,
mostly for football, more to support the weight of the camera
and lens over long periods of time than for stabilization. He
keeps burst mode on, but he does not use it much except in
basketball games. Low light can mandate manual settings. He
uses available light, which in many gymnasia can be very dark
and with awful color castes. Wrestling matches can be lit solely
by a bright overhead spotlight, with virtually no other side light
and dim light in the surrounding part of the gymnasium, making

it very difficult to get anything other than shadow for the lower
part of the athletes’ bodies
Bill tries to get in tight and record facial expressions, and he
might crop tightly to do that. Preparation ahead of time is key.
Access, with an appropriate pass, is necessary, usually arranged
through the newspaper. He usually prepares a “cheat sheet”
in advance, with names, numbers and IDs of the players since
one has to identify the persons and circumstance of any photo
published. There are rules for various sports leagues and venues
which must be known, such as the NCAA prohibiting the sale
of photos of football player photographs and is very strict on
giving a photo to a player, which is a prohibited gift.
The GCPC photo theme was textures, with the review led by Paul
Bozzo. Paul noted that texture and pattern often go together.
There were four different kinds of techniques utilized by members
in their critiqued images. Some were a single image containing
a representation of pattern or texture with its own inherent
charisma. Some, in the fashion Paul Bozzo has demonstrated
for us in the past, were created with layers, as in Photoshop or
Elements, blending two images, one with a pattern overlaid
on the other, to obtain a degree of artistic alteration. Some
images were altered by third party digital filters or “plugins” for
Photoshop, such as from Topaz Labs or NIK software. Finally,
HDR, using the NIK HDR program in this instance, was used in
at least one image. Paul observed that adding a layer of texture
to an otherwise ordinary or even plain image can “generalize”
and enhance the image by removing some ordinary identifying
features.
Respectfully submitted,
David Ralph, Recording Secretary
A Note About the Cover Photo
by Bernadette Chiaramonte-Brown

The photo, “Hats Aglow,” was taken at the
Renaissance Festival last year. The attraction
was the repeating pattern of hats and colors.

		
Treasurer’s
Report for April 2015
Beginning Balance
Cash IN (Dues)

20.00

Cash OUT (Speaker Bill Ennis)
©Ken Meyer

Ending Balance

$2,025.27

100.00
$1,895.27

Respectfully Submitted,
Gary Thompson, Treasurer
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Ann-ecdotes
Ann Kamzelski presents
tips, techniques, and
creative ideas for getting
great photos.

Feelings
from the eyes. I don’t know if any of these creatures were
feeling the emotion that I assigned to them or not, but
being human, I like to think so. Okay, maybe animals and
birds or fish don’t have the same feelings that we do, by it
sure is fun taking pictures that make us think they do.

Humans have an abundance of emotions that we can feel
or express. These feelings are an easy thing to portray in
photography by capturing the moment that they occur. I
know all of you have seen images of sad events happening
around the world shown in poignant photographs. We also
like to show our happy moments at parties, on vacations
and other family occasions. It is fun to capture the joy of
a child chasing bubbles. These feelings and emotions are
expressed by the facial features of the individual in the
picture. So you can create feelings in an image by having
the subject change their expression to match what we
perceive as that particular emotion.
As humans we also like
to believe that other
creatures have the same
feelings that we do. We
like to humanize them. I
recently took a photo of
two barn owls cuddling. It
immediately reminded me
of the human interaction
between a human mother
and child. It is comforting
and soothing, and gave
me the feeling of being
cherished. This gave
me the idea of looking
through my critter images and see what I could find that
I could liken to human reactions. It didn’t take me long
come up with a group of shots that fit the bill. I have put
the emotion that I am reminded of on each. See what you
think. You will notice that most of the emotions are derived
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Visit Ann’s website at http://photoartbyann.com
Text and images by Ann Kamzelski

©Bruce Dart
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April Critique: Texture

©Bob Bair

©Diane Cobourn

©Yvonne Lloyd
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©Wolfram Jobst

©Karin Meyer

©Nancy Bickham
(Continued on Page 7)
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©Jack Preston

©Judith Giddings

©Ann Kamzelski

©Sharon Connelly

©Suzan Richar

©Bill Giddings

©Kev Card
(Continued on Page 8)
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©Jan Keck

©Russ Dodson

©Lonny Frost

©Mary Card

©Dwaine Gipe

©Gerald Bailey
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No one guessed last
month’s mystery,
a goldfish

Mystery Macro
How observant are you?

©Ann Kamzelski

Spring has sprung!
What kind of flower is
this? Send your guess to
wgiddings@epix.net

©Judith Giddings

GCPC 2015 Calendar of Events

Meetings are at 7 p.m. on the 2nd Tuesday of every month
at the Gmeiner Art & Cultural Center unless otherwise noted.

Mini-solo Shows at the Native Bagel, Central
Avenue, Wellsboro: May, Lillian Van Campen.

August 11 - Perspective/use of different lenses, Ann

The Warehouse Theatre: Various members.

September 8 - Architectural photography, Gary Thompson;

May 12 - Low light, David Ralph; Theme, Graffiti/Street

Kamzelski; Theme, Fireworks, low light; Gary Thompson

Theme. Leading lines; Ann Kamzelski

Art, Critique leader, Gary Thompson

October 13 - TBA ; Theme, Ruins, Ann Kamzelski

June 9 - Creative Photo Shoot at the home of Ann
Kamzelski, no critique

November 10 - Composition, Ken Meyer; Theme, Autumn

July 14- Colors, Paul Bozzo; Theme, Reflections, critique

December 8 - Holiday Party

leader, Ann Kamzelski

Colors, Ann Kamzelski

Please contact Bruce Dart at bdphoto@ptd.net if you are interested in displaying your photos at the Native Bagel
or if you have images suitable for display at the Warehouse Gallery.
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May 12 Meeting At a Glance
David Ralph:
The Challenges of Digital Low Light Photography
Critique theme, Street Art
Critique leader, Gary Thompson
Refreshments:
Dwaine Gipe, Nadine Sapiente, Jennie Masser

In honor of GCPC’s 15th anniversary, we visit the
archives: Eight years ago, May 2007, the speaker
was club member the late Steve Strickland, who spoke
about his love affair with film: “Before Digital There
Was Film.” Ken Meyer was club president. A news item
was the “Digital Primer Program,” a workshop led by
Wolfram Jobst to show members how to get the most
from their point-and-shoot cameras.

Check Out These Websites
Free Photography Education Library: For a

limited time, Photzy, the sister website of Light
Stalking, offers more than 80 free downloadable
guides, presets, videos, and textures. Tutorials
include, portraits, landscape, post-processing,
HDR, compoisition, black & white, and more.
http://www.photzy.com

The Dawn of Colour: Amazing photographs

taken in 1913 by Mervyn O’Gorman of his
daughter show some early color photography
using the Autochrome Lumière process. http://
www.lightstalking.com/mervyn-o-gorman/

2015 Audubon Photography Awards, Top 100:

The judges’ favorite 100 images of the 9,000
that were submitted by more than2,300
participants. Judging criteria: Technical
quality, originality, artistic merit. https://www.
audubon.org/magazine/may-june-2015/2015audubon-photography-awards-top-100

©Paul Bozzo
(Image altered using Topaz Impression software)
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