
The Grand Canyon Photography Club will 
meet Tuesday,  June 9, 2015,  at the home 
of Ann and Ron Kamzelski, 311 Jackson 
Road, Wellsboro, PA. The program will be a 
hands-on workshop, an opportunity to try 
new and different techniques with skilled 
photographers available to give assistance. 

Ann will set up stations to show interested 
people how to do some different techniques. 
The theme for the workshop this year is 
“water.”  Ann will be demonstrating some 
new techniques with water spray, water 
drops, and ice. Ann’s home is in a rural 
setting so there will also be an opportunity 
to take shots of scenic images, wildflowers, 
and garden flowers.  

The workshop will begin at 4:00 p.m. and last until dark, 
but participants may come or leave at whatever time is 
convenient.  Please bring a snack or beverage to share with 
the group.  Ann will provide ice water. 

Bring a camera and a tripod, if you have one.  Tripods will 
be important for many 
of the activities.  There 
will be a couple of 
extra tripods available 
for those who don’t 
own one.  Also, for 
best results, bring a 
cable release, a remote 
wireless shutter 
release, or read your 
manual and learn how 

to use the self timer on your camera.  You 
should also know how to set your camera 
for long exposures.

Guests are welcome.  In case of inclement 
weather, call Ann Kamzelski, 570-724-2167, 
to check whether the workshop has been 
cancelled.  The rain date will be Wednesday, 
June 10 or the following Tuesday, if 
necessary.

Directions From Wellsboro:  Take Route 6 
toward Mansfield.  Shortly past the Weis 
Market, bear right up the hill on the Cherry 
Flats Road.  Continue about 2.5 miles and 
turn right onto Arnot Road.  Go one mile 

and turn left on Jackson Road.  Ann’s house is about 3/4 of a 
mile down the road on the left.  The mailbox has 311 on it.

From Mansfield:  Take Route 6 toward Wellsboro.  Go about 
8.5 miles.  Just past Lewis Homes (on the right), turn left 
onto Gas Company Road.  Follw this road until it ends at 
a T.  Turn right onto 
Cherry Flats road.  Go 
a few hundred feet 
and turn left onto 
Arnot Road.  Go one 
mile and turn left on 
Jackson Road.  Ann’s 
house is about 3/4 
of a mile down the 
road on the left.  The 
mailbox has 311 on it.

Annual Creative Photo Outing
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Experiment with Photographing Water

      All photos ©Ann Kamzelski
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President’s Message
Freedom to Bloom Anywhere

Every time I 
see dandelions 
I think of my 
former Junior 
High Principal 
who observed, “I 
love dandelions. 
They are so 
t e n a c i o u s ! ” 
implying the 
life lesson to 
be noted for all 
of us. Taking a 
break from some 
yard work with 
a glass of cold 
water, I couldn’t 
help but notice the dandelions in  
our yard--much to the neighbor’s 
chagrin, whose yard has absolutely 
none, and they were numerous. 
That sets the stage for the rest of 
this message.

There is a tablecloth that 
occasionally graces either our 
kitchen table or the table on the 
back porch where we sometimes 
eat when the weather is nice. It 
has numerous renderings of a little 
girl in her straw hat and watering 
can tending her garden. The 
theme says, “Bloom Where You Are 
Planted.”

My view, as I sat sipping the water, 
was of the dandelions in the yard, 
contrasted by the wonderful pink 
tulips in our flower garden. It struck 
me that the tulips were restricted 
to that area where they were 
planted and needed to stay in that 
constricted area of the garden and 
while they might have been happy 

being there it was 
not their choice of 
where to be. They fit 
the parameters of 
the garden flower 
bed and were 
confined to only 
that space. Do tulips 
ever break free and 
get out into the 
yard? Sometimes. 
But the dandelions 
are renegades and 
show up anywhere, 
s e e m i n g l y 
c o m p l e t e l y 
unrestricted by 

any boundaries. Even the lawn 
mower that dispenses with stray 
tulips sems to miss the dandelions, 
almost like they are laughing at the 
mower.

Armed with the 10 mm fisheye lens, 
I created “Freedom” to celebrate 
that difference. An extreme wide 
angle, shot low at an off angle in 
a “devil may care attitude” and 
the dandelion almost defying the 
tulips in the background.

We are free to “be the dandelion,”  
letting go of our preconceived 
ideas and just ready to bloom 
anywhere. It’s good to be open to 
new possibilities and not always 
have to color the grass green and 
the sky blue. Especially as we head 
to creative sessions for our June 
program. It will be enlightening 
AND FUN to see what you come up 
with! 

Bruce Dart

“The camera is an instrument that 
teaches people how to see without a 
camera.”

— Dorothea Lange

“Freedom”           ©Bruce Dart
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Beginning Balance $1,895.27

Cash IN (Dues) 20.00

Cash OUT     -0-  

Ending Balance $1,915.27
 
     

Respectfully Submitted, 
Gary Thompson, Treasurer

Treasurer’s Report for May 2015

Minutes for May 2015
President Bruce Dart called the meeting to order. Mia Lisa 
Anderson announced that she and Sam and Nancy McCaughey 
have been working together for the last three years to create a 
local landscape show, to be hung at the Gmeiner, and which is 
set for an opening on the first Sunday in November.

SHOWS: Wolfram, Paul, and Bruce have a show hanging at the 
Warehouse Theater.

At the Bagel, Lillian VanCampen is displaying for May; Bruce 
Dart, June;  Paul Bozzo, July; Yvonne Lloyd , August. September 
is Kev and Mary Card;  Wolfram Jobst will do October.  Photos are 
needed at the Bagel for November and December.  If someone is 
interested please call Bruce.

Nancy Bickham and Jan Keck spoke on the Club’s member show 
slated for this August. Maximum frame size is 24”x36”.  There are 
three categories, creatures (including people), places and things, 
and creative. There will be a judge or judges, and there will be a 
people’s choice award as well.  Each member can submit up to 
four entries, at $5 each, with at least one submitted photo from 
each member shown. They must be framed, with suitable wire - 
no sawteeth.

There was a general discussion about the Club obtaining a 
sound amplification system of some sort, as some folks have had 
difficulty hearing speakers.

After the business portion of the meeting, David Ralph 
presented the program detailing the competing technical 
problems that confront digital photographers shooting in low 
light. Maturing digital sensor abilities make possible photos 
which were impossible during the era of film. In addition to 

traditional methods of camera stabilization, Dave indicated that 
long exposure noise reduction in the camera, mirror lockup and/
or delay, image stabilized lenses and high speed, hand held HDR 
bursts can aid in obtaining good images in some circumstances. 
Regarding ever-present sensor noise, which shows itself more in 
low light images because of the very low signal to noise ratios 
in the dark areas, David discussed considering “exposing to the 
right” (ETTR).  RAW mode is needed (jpeg is usually too fragile), 
and this technique is only possible at all when the scene’s 
brightest and lowest parts are within camera’s dynamic range 
with room to spare on the histogram. The resulting bright ETTR 
image covers up the sensor noise with a higher signal to noise 
ratio, but looks odd on the camera display. It has to be darkened 
in post to reveal the true good looking image.  

The truth is that one can always darken an image in post 
processing with no damage to image quality; but brightening 
an image in post always risks revealing the underlying sensor 
noise and degrading the image.  Noise reduction software is a 
mixed blessing in that it covers noise by blurring the details of 
the image.  He gave a few tips on taking astronomical photos, 
including the rule of dividing 500 by the focal length of the lens 
to obtain the longest shutter speed consistent with points of 
light for stars on a full frame camera.

Gary Thompson moderated the submitted photos for the theme 
of street art and graffiti with positive feedback and helpful 
suggestions for alternative views.

Respectfully submitted,
David Ralph 
Secretary

©Sarah Wagaman
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I am not an expert in black and white photograph by any 
stretch.  But I know what I like and I have some experience 
with what works and what doesn’t work.  There are a 
multitude of ways to change a colored digital image to 
a black and white (B&W) one.  Entire books have been 
written about the different techniques.  There are also 
stand-alone computer programs, like Silver Effects Pro, 
designed just for making B&W photos.  I will not go into 
any of these in this article.  Instead, I will discuss what will 
and won’t make a good B&W image.  Just like the “rules” of 
composition, these are general guidelines.  There are also 
always examples that won’t comply with these “rules”.

One note before I start:  even though most of the digital 
cameras have the option of taking photographs in B&W, 
you are better off taking the image in color and converting 
it to B&W.  If you take it in B&W then the only file you will 
have is B&W.  If you take it in color, then you can have 
both.

A good B&W image 
will have all shades 
from black to white 
– In the photo of 
the girl with the two 
horses, there are 
very dark and very 
light tones.  When 
I took this image, 
I knew it would 
make a nice B&W photo because of this range of shades.  

A nice color photograph doesn’t always make a nice B&W 
one – Sometimes when you change a photo from color to 
B&W it just doesn’t look good.  In the example of the red 
trillium, the red and green in the image are the same tone 
or intensity of color.  So even though they are a striking 
contrast in the color version when you change them to 
B&W they are almost the same shade of gray.  On the 

other hand, the pink flower makes an interesting B&W 
because the pink is a much lighter shade than the green 
and creates more contrast in B&W.  Note: for both of these 

examples, all I did was to desaturate the color with the hue 
and saturation slider in Photoshop Elements. 

Old or vintage 
things make nice 
B&W images - 
Old things give 
us a nostalgic 
feeling.  We 
think of times 
past.  We also 
think of the 
days when 
there was no 
color or digital photography.  For whatever reason, old and 
vintage subjects just look “right” as B&W photographs.  Of 
course, they can also look good in color, but in general, 
they make great B&Ws.

Monotone photos don’t make good B&W photos – If I 
convert the boring silo photo that I showed you in the 
monotone article a few months ago to B&W, guess what; 
it is still boring.  

 

The Principles of Black and White 

Ann Kamzelski presents 
tips, techniques, and 

creative ideas for getting 
great photos. 

Ann-ecdotes

(Continued on page 5)
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However, a monotone photo can look good in B&W if 
there is enough variation in shades and some interesting 
shapes, textures or patterns.  The pink dahlia does make a 
pleasant B&W because it has intriguing shapes.

Some photographs look equally good in color and in B&W 
–On occasion I have a photo that looks great in the colored 
version.  But when I turn it into a B&W image, it looks just 
as good.  With the picture that I took at Yosemite, I loved 
the colors of the reflections in the water.  But since it was 
Yosemite and Ansel Adams did so many beautiful images 
there, I decided to try my photo in B&W.  I like this version 
a lot too.  At this point, it is just personal preference.  Some 
people are partial to color and while others like B&W.

So what is the take-away from all of this?  Well this may 
sound wishy-washy, but sometimes you just have to 
play with a photograph to see if it will make a good B&W 
version.  Even though a photo may appear to have all of 

the qualities that would make a good B&W, often it just 
doesn’t make the translation.  That is the great thing about 
digital.  You have options.

Visit Ann’s website at http://photoartbyann.com
Text and images by Ann Kamzelski

I like to take photographs of water 
drops in natural settings. Even if I 
rearrange things to get the composition 
that I want, I still want to use natural 
elements.  One of the best ways to find 
plants that work well with water drop 
pictures is to go out after it rains and 
see what plants the drops are clinging 
to.  The ones with hairy stems are 
particularly good.  For this photo, I 
used the stem from a coral bells plant 
placed in front of my crocosmia plant.  
I sprayed the stem to get the water 
drops where I wanted them.

A Note About the Cover Photo 
by Ann Kamzelski

©Paul Bozzo

http://photoartbyann.com
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   (Continued on Page 7)

©Suzan Richar ©Judith Giddings

©Bill Giddings

May Critique: Street Art and Graffiti

©Bob Bair

©Nancy Bickham

©Russ Dodson

      ©Mia Lisa Anderson
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   (Continued on Page 8)

©Paul Bozzo

©Sarah Wagaman

©Jeanie Leber

©Lonny Frost

©Gerald Bailey

©Jan Keck
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©Bruce Dart

      ©Dwaine Gipe©Ann Kamzelski

©Karin Meyer

      ©Yvonne Lloyd

©Ken Meyer
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GCPC  2015 Calendar of Events
Meetings are at 7 p.m. on the 2nd Tuesday of every month 

at the Gmeiner Art & Cultural Center unless otherwise noted.

Mini-solo Shows at the Native Bagel, Central 
Avenue, Wellsboro:  June, Bruce Dart; July, Paul Bozzo, 
August, Yvonne Lloyd; September, Kev & Mary Card; 
October, Bernadette Chiaramonte-Brown & Jeanne 
Leber; November, Wolfram Jobst.

The Warehouse Theatre:  Various members. 

June 9 - Creative Photo Shoot at the home of Ann 
Kamzelski, no critique

July 14- Colors, Paul Bozzo; Theme, Reflections, critique 
leader, Ann Kamzelski

August 11 - Perspective/use of different lenses, Ann 
Kamzelski; Theme, Fireworks, low light; Gary Thompson

September 8 - Architectural photography, Gary Thompson; 
Theme. Leading lines; Ann Kamzelski

October 13 - TBA  ; Theme, Ruins, Ann Kamzelski

November 10 - Composition, Ken Meyer; Theme, Autumn 
Colors, Ann Kamzelski

December 8 - Holiday Party

Please contact Bruce Dart at bdphoto@ptd.net if you are interested in displaying your photos at the Native Bagel  
or if you have images suitable for display at the Warehouse Gallery. 

What kind of  flower is this? 
Hint: It blooms in the month 
of June. Send your guess to 
wgiddings@epix.net

Mystery Macro
How observant are you?

 
No one guessed last 

month’s mystery, 
an apple blossom

     ©Judith Giddings

     ©Judith Giddings

mailto:bdphoto@ptd.net 
mailto:wgiddings@epix.net
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Photographer creates stunning imagery with a 
discontinued Canon point-and-shoot: Article in 
Photography Monthly shows the inspirational images 
of Meagan Blazier, who does all her work with a 
Canon PowerShot, Lightroom, and Photoshop.   
http://www.photographymonthly.com/Features/
Interest/Photographer-creates-stunning-imagery-
with-a-discontinued-Canon-point-and-shoot

Imaginescapes - Unique, mood inspiring, atmospheric, 
dreamlike art: Meagan Blazier’s website. Don’t miss 
her page of tips on how to get the most from your 
point-and-shoot (or any) camera. http://www.
meaganvblazier.com

Check Out These Websites 
(Thanks to Mia Lisa Anderson) 

June 9  Meeting At a Glance

Creative Photo Outing at the home of  
Ron and Ann Kamzelski: 4 pm until dark

No Critique 
 

Refreshments:  
Bring a snack or beverage to share

Who’s Bringing Refreshments?

June Photo Outing: Everyone bring a snack or 
beverage to share.
July: Open
August: Open
September: Snacks, Jeanie Leber; Beverages, 
Bernadette Chiaramonte-Brown
October: Snacks, Paul Bozzo; Beverages, 
Gerald Bailey
November: Snacks and Beverages, Karin 
Meyer
December: Members bring finger foods for 
holiday party.

In honor of GCPC’s 15th anniversary, 
we visit the archives:  Eleven years ago, 
June 2004, the club viewed an Academy 
Award winning documentary film, 
“War Photographer,” that followed 
photojournalist James Nachtway into 
various areas of conflict, including Kosovo, 
the West Bank, and Indonesia.

     Bryce Canyon  ©Nancy Bickham 
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