
Whether you want to 
take a photograph of 
a broad landscape, 
a close-up of a 
bobcat or single 
water drop, there is 
a lens that will fit the 
bill.  But different 
lenses have specific 
characteristics that 
make them better 
in some situations 
and not great in 
others.  And there 
is no single lens that 
will do it all.  

The August 11 meeting of the Grand Canyon Photography 
Club will feature a presentation by Wellsboro resident 

Ann Kamzelski who will discuss the use of different 
camera lenses. The meeting will begin at 7 pm at the 
Gmeiner Art and Cultural Center in Wellsboro, PA. Learn 
why sometimes things are distorted in your photos, 
or why not everything is in focus. Ann will also discuss 
how to choose the best lens for your particular type of 
photography.

Ann has been an 
avid photographer 
for almost 30 
years.  She writes 
an article for the 
Grand Canyon 
Photography Club 
newsletter every 
month on a variety 
of photography 
subjects.  She has 
won numerous 
regional contests 
and has been 
published in several 
magazines, as well 
as the Citizens & 
Northern Bank calendar.  Ann sells her “creative” works 
at the Island Arts Gallery in Cedar Key, FL where she 
spends her winters.

Use of Different Lenses
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Learn how to choose the best lens for the shot.

      All photos ©Ann Kamzelski
Visit Ann’s website at http://photoartbyann.com

http://photoartbyann.com
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President’s Message

As I was preparing this newsletter, Bruce was busy packing his daughter’s car 
and helping her and her family move to Florida.  Nevertheless, he took time 
out to send  the following message and images.   Judith

So much of photography 
is being at the right 
place at the right time. 
Knowing and Planning 
for that right time is a 
big part. Spending a 
week with Tony Sweet 
just underscored that 
and this image was 
made just after sunrise 
at the City Pier in 
Canandaigua, NY.  Tony 
had us moving toward 
there at 4:15 am!!  

We had some discussion of how to photograph Taughannock Falls and I 
was certain it was a “morning” shot. However, one of the guys who lives 
near there said morning sun lit up that whole valley with unmanageable 
shadows and light. We had to wait until late afternoon for the half mile 
hike in (all relatively flat and easy) and for the sun to go past the falls 
to get our images. So, 
even knowing where 
the sun direction comes 
is not a guarantee. At 
Taughannock, there is a 
place in the escarpment 
to the right of the falls 
that sort of looked like 
a face. I had the idea 
to replace that with 
an image of Tony as a 
tribute. 

We finished the class at 
sunset along the Erie 
Canal at the Old Mill in 
Seneca Falls, NY.

Bruce

“It is more important to click with 
people than to click the shutter.” 
 
 ~Alfred Eisenstaedt, German 
photojournalist famous for his much 
celebrated photograph of V-J Day in 
Times Square, New York.
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Beginning Balance $1,887.53

Cash IN

GCPC Photo Exhibit $460.00

Dues 75.00

Ed Heaton Workshop $598.00

Cash OUT

Photo Exhibit Awards $290.00

Photo Exhibit Judge $200.00

Locksmith $35.00

Ending Balance $2,495.53
 
     

Respectfully Submitted, 
Gary Thompson, Treasurer

Treasurer’s Report for July 2015

Minutes for July 2015
President Bruce Dart called the meeting to order. Two items 
of club business were re-announced.  First, members were 
reminded that the club membership show at the Gmeiner 
is coming up quickly.  Prints, properly framed and ready 
for hanging, must be delivered to the Gmeiner on either 
Friday evening, 7/24/15, 7:00 - 9:00 p.m. or on Saturday 
Morning, 9:00 a.m. to 12 noon.  The opening reception for 
the show will be on Sunday, August 2, 2015, at 2:00 p.m.
 
The club has invited award-winning landscape 
photographer, Ed Heaton to lead an all day workshop for 
us on Saturday, August 29, 2015, and on Sunday morning, 
August 30, 2015 for a smaller group which has an additional 
charge. The workshop price includes lunch from the Native 
Bagel.  Ed Heaton has done workshops all over the country. 
Members should reserve their spots for the Sunday 
outing, as there may be a cut off date if there are several 
applications from outside the membership.  Members 
should get their checks to Treasurer Gary Thompson as 
soon as possible.  See, http://www.edheaton.com/

The Club’s new sound system was used for the first time 
to amplify speakers.  Bruce Dart purchased the system 
himself at some expense, without using any of the Photo 
Club’s treasury funds.  Those wishing to help him out with 
the expense should contact Bruce directly. A few members 
have already given funds to Bruce to defray the gift to the 
membership.
 
The program was by Paul Bozzo.  Paul did a presentation on 
color and adding color to images.  He demonstrated doing 
so in Photoshop Elements, using layers, and especially 
using the hue tool to modify the colors in photos.
 
The critique theme was reflections.  Ann Kamzelski 
reviewed 32 images submitted for the critique, with images 
recording reflections on different reflective surfaces such 
as glass, water and metal.

Respectfully submitted,
David Ralph, Secretary

Don’t forget to reserve your spot at Ed Heaton’s 
workshops, August 29-30.  Saturday from 9 am to 3 
pm  is $35 for members and $40 for non-members, 
including lunch from the Native Bagel. The Sunday 
outing from sunrise to 11 am is $50 for members 
and $55 for non-members. To reserve your spot, 
mail your check to Gary Thompson, 285 Owen 
Hollow Rd., Big Flats, NY 14814, or bring your check 
to the August meeting.  Walk-ins are welcome 
on Saturday, but Sunday must be reserved in 
advance.

©Linda Sichel

http://www.edheaton.com/
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I am sure that you have all heard people 
talk about histograms.  So what is a 
histogram? Darlene Hildebrandt from the 
Digital Photography School describes it 
as follows: “A histogram is a graphical 
representation of the pixels exposed 
in your image.  The left side of the graph represents 
the blacks or shadows, the right side represents the 
highlights or bright areas and the middle section is 
mid-tones (middle or 18% grey).  How high the peaks 
reach represent the number of pixels in that particular 
tone.”

Histograms are possibly the most useful (and 
underutilized) tool available in digital photography.  
Is there an ideal histogram that you should strive for 
when taking pictures?  Should it be a perfect “bell” 
shape?  NO AND NO!  The histogram is only a guide to 
help you take better pictures, there is no such thing 
as a correct histogram. It is only an indication that 
an image is either under- or over- exposed, and how 
the different tones are distributed in the image.  An 
image that contains a large number of dark or light 
pixels might be just what you wanted.  Examples of 
this are silhouettes which will contain large areas of 
dark pixels, or images of snow which will contain a lot 
bright pixels.

So let’s look at some histograms.

   
If an image is 
mostly mid-
tones like 
the photo 
of the deer, 
then the 
h i s t o g r a m 
will be 
mostly an 
i r r e g u l a r 
curve in the 
center of the graph.  

If you have a silhouette in the shot, like 
the one of the sunrise reflection, then 
you will have a histogram that is skewed 
to the left or black side of the graph.  

On the other hand, the picture of the frog has a white 
background encompassing a lot of the space, so the 
histogram is skewed to the right or white side of the 
graph.   

And if you have a photograph that has dark, light 
and mid-tones in it, like the flower on the next page, 
the histogram will be spread across the entire graph.  
Each one of these images is perfectly exposed for the 
result that I wanted.  Each histogram is all different, 
but each one is still correct. 

Understanding Histograms 
(Part One)

Ann Kamzelski presents 
tips, techniques, and 

creative ideas for getting 
great photos. 

Ann-ecdotes

(Continued on page 5)

Histograms are possibly 
the most useful (and 

underutilized) tool  available 
in digital photography.
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The examples 
I used were 
p h o t o g r a p h e d 
from my 
computer screen 
of downloaded 
images.   However, 
all DSLR and most 
digital point and 
shoot cameras 
have the ability 
to display both the image and histogram on the 
camera’s LCD screen.  You should routinely check 
your histogram, especially when taking photos in 
challenging lighting conditions. You should also 
have your “highlight alert” function (Canon calls it 
“highlight alert”, other brands of camera may have a 

different name) enabled.  This function will give you 
the “blinkies” for those areas of your shot that are 
overexposed.

As I said above, by viewing the histogram, you can 
tell if an image is over or under exposed.  This gives 
you the opportunity to correct the exposure, while 
you are still at that location, to get the image that you 
want.   How great is that!

Next month I will tell you how to compensate for over 
or under exposure.

Visit Ann’s website at http://photoartbyann.com
Text and images by Ann Kamzelski

©Jan Keck

©Kelsey Seymour
©Gary Thompson

©Carla Amarosa

http://photoartbyann.com
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   (Continued on Page 7)

©Judith Giddings

©Lonny Frost

©Sandy Foor©Karin Meyer

©Nadine Sapiente

July Critique: Reflections

©Bernadette Chiaramonte-Brown

      ©Paul Bozzo
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   (Continued on Page 8)

©Nancy Bickham

©Mary Card ©Diane Cobourn

©Jeanie Leber ©Gerald Bailey

©Dwaine Gipe
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©Ken Meyer ©Suzan Richar

©Bill Giddings
©Tawny Amarosa

©Kev Card©Bob Bair
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I captured the photo in the woods behind 
our house about mid afternoon under a clear 
sky. The object I was photographing was a 
mirrored checkerboard. I set it on the ground 
angled slightly upward with a small rock so 
I wouldn’t get the ground in the reflection. 
I got down onto the ground and rested the 
camera on my arm to steady it. I used Gimp 
to increase the contrast a tiny bit and lower 
the brightness. I darkened the edges ever 
so slightly so that you weren’t able to see 
the forest floor adding to the image overall. 
The camera I used is my everyday Canon 
Powershot SX170 IS, with 16x optical zoom, 
a 28mm wide-angle lens and 16.0 mega 
pixels. 

A Note About the Cover Photo 
by Gabrielle Knott

©David Ralph ©Russ Dodson

©Bruce Dart

©Rebecca Krueger

Who’s Bringing Refreshments?

August: Snacks and Beverages, Sandy Foor
September: Snacks, Jeanie Leber; 
Beverages, Bernadette Chiaramonte-Brown
October: Snacks, Paul Bozzo; Beverages, 
Gerald Bailey
November: Snacks and Beverages, Karin 
Meyer
December: Members bring finger foods for 
holiday party.
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GCPC  2015 Calendar of Events
Meetings are at 7 p.m. on the 2nd Tuesday of every month 

at the Gmeiner Art & Cultural Center unless otherwise noted.

Mini-solo Shows at the Native Bagel, Central 
Avenue, Wellsboro: August, Yvonne Lloyd; September, 
Kev & Mary Card; October, Bernadette Chiaramonte-
Brown and Jeanne Leber; November, Wolfram Jobst.

The Warehouse Theatre:  Various members. 

August 11 - Perspective/use of different lenses, Ann 
Kamzelski; Theme, Fireworks, low light; Gary Thompson

August 29 and August 30  - Ed Heaton, Creating Compelling 
Landscape and Macro Images.  (Details on page 3).

September 8 - Architectural photography, Gary Thompson; 
Theme. Leading lines; Ann Kamzelski

October 13 - TBA  ; Theme, Ruins, Ann Kamzelski

November 10 - Composition, Ken Meyer; Theme, Autumn 
Colors, Ann Kamzelski

December 8 - Holiday Party

Please contact Bruce Dart at bdphoto@ptd.net if you are interested in displaying your photos at the Native Bagel  
or if you have images suitable for display at the Warehouse Gallery. 

What is this?  Hint: More common in 
the country than in town. Send your 

guess to wgiddings@epix.net

Mystery Macro
How observant are you?

 
David Ralph, Al Quimby, Maggie 
Holmes, Jan Keck, & Sheila Bunch 

guessed last month’s mystery: pencils

     ©Judith Giddings

     ©Judith Giddings

mailto:bdphoto@ptd.net 
mailto:wgiddings@epix.net
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August  11 Meeting At a Glance
 

Ann Kamzelski: Use of Different Lenses

Critique theme: Low light;  
Critique leader, Gary Thompson 

 
Snacks and Beverages: Sandy Foor

  ©Mia Lisa Anderson

  ©Wolfram Jobst   ©Jack Preston

In honor of GCPC’s 15th anniversary, we visit 
the archives:  Two years ago, August 13, 2013, 
Jack Preston shared images from his trip to 
Morocco.  The newsletter featured photos from 
the Wellsboro Photo Outing, where club members 
took photos of downtown Wellsboro during an 
evening power outage.

In the Rear View Mirror:  (How good is your 
memory?)  What two individuals served as club 
co-presidents, and when?  If you know the answer, 
send it to wgiddings@epix.net

mailto:wgiddings@epix.net

