
The April 14 meeting of the Grand 
Canyon Photography Club, will feature 
a presentation by acclaimed sports 
photojournalist Bill Ennis. The meeting 
will begin at 7 p.m. at the Gmeiner Art and 
Cultural Center in Wellsboro, PA. 

Bill will share images and discuss his 
experiences from 40 years as a working 
sports photographer at various levels of 
competition--from youth to college to 
professional action.    He will present tips 
and techniques for getting close to the action, shooting 
indoors in low light conditions, and obtaining necessary press 
credentials.  Whether or not you’re a sports photographer, 
this presentation will provide useful information on how to 
get better action shots, even in challenging conditions.

A resident of Towanda, PA, Ennis 
began his career as Sports Editor 
for the Towanda Daily Review 
in the 1970’s and he has been a 
freelance photojournalist ever 
since. His high school and college 
wrestling photos have appeared 
in numerous local, regional, 
state, and national publications. 
His photo appears on the cover 
of the March 2015 edition of 
Wrestling USA Magazine where he 
was also named  2014 “Wrestling 

Photographer of the Year.” In addition to 
wrestling photography, Ennis regularly 
photographs Penn State football games 
and has covered NFL and Major League 
Baseball games and NASCAR events at 
Pocono Raceway and Watkins Glen.  He 
also enjoys photographing his grandsons 
in Little League baseball and junior football 
games.

       Bill enjoys 
p a r t i c i p a t i n g 

in car cruises with his 1966 Ford 
Galaxie 500. He still has a fully 
functional darkroom and he 
occasionally makes prints from 
some of his old black and white 
negatives. 

Visit Bill’s website at  
https://www.flickr.com/photos/wb_ennis/sets/

Sports and Action Photography
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Tips on how to produce high quality action shots

      All photos ©Bill Ennis
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President’s Message
Teaching Buffalo to Fly Like Geese

I know it sounds crazy but there 
IS logic to it. A couple of business 
gurus authored a book a while 
ago using this as a paradigm for 
a business CEO to be successful. 
I loaned the book out and, like 
many others, it didn’t come back 
so, unfortunately, I can’t share the 
names of the authors. The cover, 
by the way, has a picture of buffalo 
in formation like geese. A herd of 
buffalo, it has been noted, tend 
to follow the lead buffalo. Native 
Americans and early settlers quickly 
learned that killing the lead buffalo 
left the herd wandering aimlessly 
and it was easy to stock the pantry, 
so to speak. Geese, on the other 
hand, when they migrate and 
fly in their familiar “V” formation, 
take turns leading and when one 
gets tired another takes over for a 
while.

Likened to how companies usually 
run, the gurus observed that a CEO 
whose management style revolves 
around him or her takes on all the 
decision making until nothing gets 
accomplished unless it is run by 
the boss. The boss becomes too 
busy with day-to-day decisions and 
eventually the business stagnates. 

On the other hand, when the 
management empowers others to 
make decisions the team, i.e. the 
company, runs more smoothly -- 
like geese -- and they get where 
they are going.

Springtime is a perfect time to assert 
that the Grand Canyon Photo Club 
is flying along like a flock of geese 
with various members assuming 
leadership roles and everyone 
working together to ensure we get 
where we are going. I am currently 
in the lead position but, trust me, 
lots of folks are working behind the 
scenes. To be sure, these buffalo 
are flying!

We have been fortunate that the 
panel who brainstormed programs 
and themes have nailed it! Looking 
at national magazines, current 
trends largely reflect the direction 
that GCPC is heading. We seem to 
be literally on the same page. How 
awesome is that? At the same time, 
other photo clubs are looking at 
us and attempting to emulate our 
success. 

It’s Spring. Keep flying!!!

Bruce Dart

“A camera is a tool 
for learning how to see 

without a camera.”
~Dorothea Lange

©Ken Meyer
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Beginning Balance $1,965.27

Cash IN (Dues) 60.00

Cash OUT   -0-      

Ending Balance $2,025.27
 
     

Respectfully Submitted, 
Gary Thompson, Treasurer

Treasurer’s Report for March 2015

Minutes for March 2015

 
Last call to continue receiving the 

newsletter: Please bring your cash or check 
(payable to GCPC) to the April meeting or 

send your dues to the GCPC treasurer:

Gary Thompson 
285 Owen Hollow Road 

Big Flats, NY 14814

Individual: $20.00  
     Family: $35.00

2015 Club Dues  
Are Now Being Accepted

President Bruce Dart called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.
There were short announcements. There was still time to register 
for a one-day seminar by Bob Krist, noted travel photographer, 
at Two Rivers Photography Club in Binghamton, on 3/21/2015.  
Anna Wales, Director of the Gmeiner Art and Cultural Center was 
in attendance. And, the display at the Warehouse Theater needs 
to be changed, and members are encouraged to exhibit prints.

Bruce then introduced the program, by member Jack Preston, 
“Baffin Island and the High Arctic.” Jack presented images from 
his summer trip to Baffin Island, a Canadian Island in the far north. 
There were about 90 photography enthusiasts, mostly from the 
UK, on a chartered Russian ship which was specially constructed 
to withstand arctic ice and for stability. Food was from Poland 
and the crew was Russian. Jack discussed equipment and other 
special details for the trip. Among them was renting to test, and 
then purchasing, a third party 120-300mm f2.8 telephoto zoom 
lens. A tip for passing through strict international airline baggage 
weight limits is to utilize a photo vest for temporary stowage of 
many items from the photo bag because although the baggage 
is weighed, the passenger and clothing are not.  Jack purchased 
a waterproof backpack from Lowepro for equipment protection. 
He discovered that Canon GPS and small drones that depend on 
GPS signals do not work well above the Arctic Circle, since fog 

made focusing difficult on the water. He found it useful to keep 
composition simple. 

Jack displayed a large number of stellar images including arctic 
land and seascapes, arctic sea birds, whales, narwhals, thin 
polar bears, life on the ship, and ice flows.  The intended trip 
was to cross the Northern Passage, but that route could not 
be accomplished because of sticky ice; i.e., a condition which 
entailed the risk of the ship becoming icebound. Jack noted 
that global warming seems to be affecting the area around 
Baffin Island with far less ice than in prior years and polar bears 
that seemed to be emaciated. The polar bears were noted to be 
reduced to chasing the prey of arctic foxes on land because the 
lack of a stable ice pack means that the polar bears cannot hunt 
their staple diet, seals.

Ken Meyer led a thoughtful and well-prepared review of 
photos submitted for the theme black and white photos. Ken 
emphasized composition, and qualities such as closure, similarity 
and proximity.  

Respectfully submitted,
David Ralph

“Sweet Innocence” is one of my favorite photos thus 
far of my granddaughter, Hailie. This photograph 
was taken in my home studio, with my Nikon D7000 
and my Alien bee B400 Strobe. Hailie loves to be in 
front of the camera, and obviously she is a natural at 
it. This is a win-win situation for me; not only do I 
get to have fun with her and play, but I get to capture 
these moments while she is still little. 

A Note About the Cover Photo 
by Jennie Masser

      ©Lonny Frost
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This month I am going to continue with some quick tips for 
better images.  But first I have another must do for you.

READ YOUR MANUAL

Again, I feel that this is something that everyone should do.  You 
don’t have to memorize the manual (I carry mine in my camera 
bag), but you should at least read some basic techniques like 
changing the f-stop, shutter speed, ISO, shutting off the flash, 
doing manual focus and knowing how to change the exposure 
compensation.  Because most of us use digital cameras it is a 
simple thing to try these techniques.  It is not costing you any 
money, just some time.  Now back to some more quick tips:

ELIMINATE CLOUDY OR PLAIN BLUE SKIES

I love skies; especially 
sunrises, sunsets and skies 
with puffy white or dark 
stormy clouds.  They all can 
add drama to an image or 
be the focal point of the 
photograph.  However, 
plain blue or very overcast 
skies are boring.  If a large 
portion of your photo 
contains one of these two 
kinds of skies, you are using 
a lot of real estate with no 
added impact to the image.  
The best thing to do when 
you have these adverse 
conditions is to minimize the 
amount of sky that you have 
in your image or eliminate it 
altogether.  If you want the 
top of mountains or trees to 
show, then keep just a sliver 
of the sky, like the mountain 
scene. Or if the sky is adding 
nothing to the shot, then 
just remove it like I did in the 
autumn pictures. 

YOU DON’T HAVE TO TAKE A PHOTO JUST LIKE IT IS

Just because you come across a 
subject that is situated a certain 
alignment does not mean that you 
have to take it that way.  Straight 
vertical or horizontal lines are 
rather static.  As mentioned last 
month, if the horizontal line is a 
horizon, than it should probably 
stay level.  But if you are taking 
a shot that does not include a 
horizon, then it is perfectly okay 
to tilt the camera to get a more 
pleasing composition.  I came 
across this dragonfly by my pond.  
It was sitting perfectly level on 
the plant.  I have taken plenty 
of photos of dragonflies in the 
past and have discovered that 
changing the angle so the insect 
is at a slight diagonal gives a much more impactful result.  Try 
this with flowers, people and animals.  

Another suggestion is to flip the photograph.  If you have a 
picture with group of birds flying, you can have them fly from 
left to right or right 
to left.  We read from 
left to right, so having 
the action go in that 
direction is often 
more attractive to us.  
Two important things 
to remember about 
flipping images are: 
don’t flip pictures that 
have writing in them 
and don’t flip pictures 
of iconic scenes; the 
viewer will immediately 
be able to tell that 
something is amiss.

KEEP IT SIMPLE

I learned about the KISS principle years ago at my job.  It 
stands for “keep it simple stupid”.  This principle is important 
for photographs.  How often have you come across a beautiful 
scene and took lots of photographs, then when you got home, 
discovered that they didn’t portray the way you felt when you 
were at the location?  A lot of times this is because we try to 

Quick Tips for Better Photographs 2 

Ann Kamzelski presents 
tips, techniques, and 

creative ideas for getting 
great photos. 

Ann-ecdotes

(Continued on page 5)
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include too much into an image. This is particularly import with 
broad scenic images.  Things will always look smaller on “film” 
than in person.  That vast expanse just doesn’t translate to the 
photograph, even if it is a more intimate scene. If you include too 
many elements then there is no strong focal point in the image.  
When you come upon one of these locations, ask yourself what it 
is about the scene that attracts you.  Is it the old barn, the curve of 
the hills, a reflection in a pond?  Once you decide what attracted 
you, then that is where you should focus your attention.  On a 
recent trip to Colorado we were at Copper Gulch for a sunrise 
shoot.  Unfortunately, 
it was very overcast.  
Just when we were 
thinking about 
leaving, we noticed 
some breaks in the 
clouds with the sun 
peeking through.  
We waited and were 
rewarded with golden 
light shining on the 
copper mountain 
with a reflection in a pond.  I 
started shooting by including the 
whole scene before me when I 
remembered the KISS principle.  It 
was the reflection of mountain in 
the pond that really attracted me, 
so I ran closer to the water and took 
the second more intimate image.  It 
is by far my favorite of the two.  By 
the way, knowing how to use my 
camera sure came into play during 
this event.  The beautiful light on 
that mountain lasted only two 
minutes. 

TAKE VERTICAL AS WELL AS HORIZONTAL PHOTOS

There are some people who never seem to turn their camera 
sideways.  Some shots just scream horizontal while there are 

others that just need to be vertical.  
In general, if there are a lot of long 
lines in one direction, that is the way 
that the scene will translate best on 
a photograph, so I wouldn’t take a 
vertical shot of a long line of white 
pelicans for instance.  Oh the other 
hand, I wouldn’t take a horizontal 
picture of a giant redwood tree.  
But there are numerous subjects 
that can work just as well in both 
orientations.  Even if I think a shot 
should be taken one way, I will try the 
opposite direction just to see what I 
can come up with.  These dragonfly 
and sunrise images work in both 
directions, one is not better than the 
other, it is personal preference as to 
which you like better.

Okay, get out your manual 
and read it, play with your 
computer so you can do 
basic edits, and, finally, 
really look at your images 
with a critical eye and ask 
yourself; “how can I make 
this better”.

Visit Ann’s website at http://photoartbyann.com
Text and images by Ann Kamzelski

©Nancy Bickham©Wolfram Jobst
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   (Continued on Page 7)

©Jack Preston©Sharon Connelly

©Judith Giddings

March Critique: Black and White

      ©Paul Bozzo

      ©Gary Thompson

      ©Allison Frost

      ©Dwaine Gipe
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©Suzan Richar ©Gerald Bailey

©Bill Giddings ©Sheila Bunch       ©Gabrielle Knott

      ©Yvonne Lloyd      ©Kev Card
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©Jeanie Leber      ©Mia Lisa Anderson

©Karin Meyer©Jan Keck

©Bob Bair ©Bruce Dart

©David Ralph



9

Newsletter
April 2015

GCPC  2015 Calendar of Events
Meetings are at 7 p.m. on the 2nd Tuesday of every month 

at the Gmeiner Art & Cultural Center unless otherwise noted.

Mini-solo Shows at the Native Bagel, Central 
Avenue, Wellsboro:  April, Yvonne Lloyd; May, Lillian 
Van Campen

The Warehouse Theatre:  Various members. 

April 14:  Sports Photography, Bill Ennis; Theme, Texture, 
Critique leader, Paul Bozzo

May 12 - Low light, David Ralph; Theme, Graffiti/Street 
Art, Critique leader, Gary Thompson

June 9 - Creative Photo Shoot at the home of Ann 
Kamzelski, no critique

July 14- Colors, Paul Bozzo; Theme, Reflections, critique 
leader, Ann Kamzelski

August 11 - Perspective/use of different lenses, Ann 
Kamzelski; Theme, Fireworks, low light; Gary Thompson

September 8 - Architectural photography, Gary Thompson; 
Theme. Leading lines; Ann Kamzelski

October 13 - TBA  ; Theme, Ruins, Ann Kamzelski

November 10 - Composition, Ken Meyer; Theme, Autumn 
Colors, Ann Kamzelski

December 8 - Holiday Party

Please contact Bruce Dart at bdphoto@ptd.net if you are interested in displaying your photos at the Native Bagel  
or if you have images suitable for display at the Warehouse Gallery. 

What kind of critter goes 
with this eye?  This series of 
Mystery Macros includes a 
mix of birds, animals, insects, 
& reptiles. Send your guess to 
wgiddings@epix.net

Mystery Macro
How observant are you?

 
No one guessed last 

month’s mystery, 
a horse with frost 
on its eyelashes.

     ©Ann Kamzelski

     ©Maggie Holmes
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Gigapixel Panorama Photography: Pick faces out 
of a crowd of 100,000 people, take a 360 degree 
virtual tour of Paris, and view a “gigamacro” of a 
butterfly constructed from 7,500 photographs.   
A fascinating website!
http://www.gigapixel.com

30 Tips for Stunning Sunset Photography:  
Practical and easy to understand explanations 
on how to capture sunsets/sunrises. http://
improvephotography.com/416/30-tips-
sunset-photography/

The 15 Features of Your DSLR That Every 
Photographer Should Know: Jeff Cable gives a 
one-hour lecture that explains when and why 
to use various camera features.  https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=ap7qnQHIuXI

Check Out These Websites 
 

April 14  Meeting At a Glance

Bill Ennis:  Sports and Action Photography

Critique theme, Textures 
Critique leader, Paul Bozzo 

 
Snacks: Lillian Van Campen

Beverages: Bill and Judith Giddings

©Ann Kamzelski

In honor of GCPC’s 15th anniversary, we visit the 
archives.  Ten years ago, April 2005, the speaker was 
nature photographer Ron Dixon who spoke about the 
“Evolution of the American Fine Print.”


