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At the May 13 meeting of the Grand 
Canyon Photography Club, Rochester 
NY photographer Jim Montanus will 
chronicle the career of his father, the 
legendary Kodak photographer, Neil 
Montanus.  Jim will also present his 
own stunning images that recently 
created a sensation on the Internet and 
resulted in an interview on the Weather 
Channel and extensive coverage by the 
Rochester news media .  

Among many areas of expertise, Neil 
Montanus was a pioneer in underwater photography, taking 
the world’s largest underwater photograph ever produced, an 
18 x 60 foot Kodak Colorama which hung in New York’s Grand 
Central Station.  Neil shot 55 of the 565 Coloramas, putting him 
in the same company as Ansel Adams. In addition to the official 
presidential portrait of Gerald Ford, he shot what Disney staffers 
called, the “best portrait ever” of Walt Disney.  Jim will show some 
of his father’s classic vintage photography and explain how his 
dad captured some of his greatest shots. He’ll also share some 
of the things his father taught him about photography.

Jim is an excellent photographer in his own right.  He lives on 
the Lake Ontario shore and has taken phenomenal photos this 
winter that caught the attention of local and national media. 
He also has a collection of Rochester NY cityscapes, sunrises/
sunsets, night photography, and a professional portfolio that 
includes architecture, editorial, and portrait work among other 
areas. His specialty is HDR photography. He’ll show how his 
work progressed throughout this incredible winter and how he 
got some of the shots.  His specialty is HDR photography and 
he’ll  demonstrate how he processed some of his photos to get 
dramatic effects. 

Jim’s interest in photography began in his early 20’s when he 
was the photo editor of his college newspaper, the Stylus, at 

SUNY Brockport.  He says that his dad 
helped him greatly during that time and 
critiqued his work, which was important 
to his growth as a photographer.  
Later he was staff photographer for 
the University of Rochester (UR) and 
provided photographs for numerous 
publications.  After 8 years at the UR, he 
started a freelance desktop publishing 
business and immersed himself in 
learning everything he could about 
graphic design, computer-based 
graphics programs, and image editing 

programs.  This eventually led him to jobs as webmaster for 
Rochester General Hospital, senior level Web marketing and 
project manager at Frontier Communications and a senior 
website designer for  Unity Health Systems where he worked 
until the company downsized and he was laid off on December 
31, 2013.  

As an avid dual 
sport biker, Jim 
has had a love 
affair with the 
Pennsylvania 
Grand Canyon, 
Pine Creek, and 
the Wellsboro 
area for over 
10 years.  He 
has biked 
extensively in 
northern Pennsylvania and New York State.

For more information about Neil and Jim Montanus and to 
preview some of their fabulous images, visit their website at 
http://www.montanusphotography.com

“Photography Is In My Blood”
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Photos by Jim Montanus
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In recent weeks I have been able to 
observe several organizations that 
are struggling for membership due 
to lack of interest and commitment. 
Those involved have more conclu-
sively determined that it is a sign of 
the times with the general populous 
having more technology at their fin-
gertips, including access to online 
programming,  and their busy sched-
ules not permitting attendance at 
meetings. There is a growing concern 
about the continued existence of an 
organization that used to draw over 
200 persons from across the state that 
last weekend saw less than 25 in at-
tendance.

I am continually amazed, and thank-
ful, that the Grand Canyon Photo Club 
is proceeding from month to month 
with an interested and active group 
of members, unlike other areas with 
much higher populations from which 

to draw. At any rate, keep it up folks....
it is wonderful!

We are truly blessed this month to be 
able to have Rochester photographer 
Jim Montanus share a program with 
us. In addition to his amazing heri-
tage in photography, Jim will share 
some of his current work with us, such 
as plans for an upcoming book about 
things he learned from his dad -- leg-
endary Eastman Kodak photographer 
Neil Montanus. 

To date, every image I have seen cre-
ated by Jim Montanus has motivated 
me to be better. I hope the same is 
true for each of you. Be sure to invite 
friends to attend this program and 
take advantage of this great oppor-
tunity.

Bruce

President’s Message

Photos by Bruce Dart

Dahlonega, Georgia -- a 
delightful town known for 
the largest and earliest gold 
mine in the Eastern U. S., 
now a tourist attraction. 

VINTAGE ICE CREAM SHOP - Some images 
instantly convey a message of spring or summer 
and the ‘50’s era ice cream shop in Georgia seems 
to strike a chord with everyone who sees it. They 
remember similar places as they were growing up 
with happy memories. After a long winter we are all 
ready for this!
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Beginning Balance  $2208.10

Cash IN

(Dues)    $60.00

Cash OUT -0-        

Ending Balance $2268.10
 
     Respectfully Submitted, 

Gary Thompson, Treasurer

Treasurer’s Report for April 2014

President Bruce Dart called the meeting to order. He 
welcomed guests and described the evening’s activities for 
those unfamiliar with our meetings.

He talked about next month’s program which will feature 
Jim Montanus from Rochester, NY.  Jim’s father, Neil, worked 
for Kodak. Both men are excellent photographers. Jim will 
talk about what his father taught him about photography. 
Bruce asked members if they had any objections to forgoing 
the critique (Wildflowers) for April and giving Mr. Montanus 
the whole evening for his program. Those present were 
in favor of the idea. Bruce urged everyone to attend the 
program. 

Gary Thompson suggested anyone who has wildflower 
images send them to Judith Giddings for inclusion in the 
newsletter.

Bruce told members exhibitors were needed for the Native 
Bagel. Mia Anderson volunteered to take June. Yvonne 
Lloyd will exhibit in September. Wolfram Jobst will exhibit 
at some point later in the year.

Bruce introduced Dr. Kenneth Meyer and his program on 
“Plant Life of the Forests and Fields.”

After the break, Lonny Frost reminded members about 
the club’s Facebook page and encouraged everyone to 
visit it. Then Paul Bozzo led the critique on “Two Different 
Perspectives.” 

Respectfully submitted,

Mia Lisa Anderson 
Vice President  
(filling in for Recording Secretary David Ralph)

Minutes of April 8, 2014

    
This picture was taken on an Ansel Adams kind of day in 
a place that I am sure this master knew well - scudding 
rainclouds, snow tinged peaks, blustery conditions, a 
beautiful vista... Magnificent!  I stopped at several spots 
in Yosemite that morning during our several day short 
visit to the park and this was how it looked.  

Of the several worthwhile images I shot that day, this is 
one of my favorites - taken in a place that I know well 
and have seen depicted over the years in various “Outdoor 
Photographer” spreads.  I’ve never seen the Park look 
more beautiful in almost 50 years of occasional visits. 
     

A Note About the Cover Photo by Ken 
Meyer

        ©Suzan Richar        ©Suzan Richar
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There are a lot of “rules” of composition that are beaten into 
us concerning the making of a good photographic image.   
Even though we call them rules, they are only guidelines 
based on how people view the images that we create.  In 
most cases, following these guidelines is a wise choice, but 
not always.  This month I will discuss three of these “rules” 
and the times that it is appropriate to break them.

The Rule of Thirds

I am sure that all of you have heard of the “rule of thirds”.  
This is where you mentally place a tic-tac-toe grid on your 
image and compose it so that the subject is placed in one 
of the 4 intersections of the grid.  Another term for this is 
placing the subject in the “sweet spot”.  You do this to keep 
the subject from being 
a bull’s-eye.   This is to 
add more interest to the 
photograph.  Placing 
the main subject in the 
center of the photo 
makes it static and 
usually boring.  

With the picture of the 
immature night heron, 
the bird’s body is placed 
off center, giving the bird space to look or move to the 
right. However, if you look closely, the bird’s eye is exactly 
in the center of the 
photo.  The swimming 
cormorant, on the other 
hand, has the eye in the 
“sweet spot” while the 
body is in the center.  
Both of these pictures 
work even though they 
break the rules slightly.  

The owl photograph breaks 
the rule totally.  The face is 
centered in the image.  This 
works only because the owl’s 
face is symmetrical and the 
two eyes and beak make an 
interesting place for your eyes 
to move around.  They just 
draw you in. 

Never Put the Horizon in the Middle 

Placing the horizon in the middle of a picture is another 
way of creating a boring image.  The viewer doesn’t 
know if he should look at the top or the bottom.   As the 
photographer, you must decide if it is the sky or the land 
that is the most important part of the scene that you are 
shooting and compose the image to showcase that part. 

In the Bryce Canyon 
photo, the sky was 
cloudy and did not 
add much to the scene 
before me.  I chose 
to place the horizon 
high in the picture, 
using the clouds as a 
frame for the colorful 
rock formations.  

Conversely, in the sunrise 
photo, the sky is clearly the 
star and needed to be the 
main focus.  I placed the 
horizon low in the photo 
and put the cottage in the 
“sweet spot”.  This is a classic 
composition.  

Recently, I took a photograph of a sunset where the color 
was all in the center and the sky above and water below 
were almost colorless.  It was spectacular with the row of 
trees, clouds and sun having the appearance of floating in 
space.  When I was working on the image in Photoshop 
to make a print, I tried cropping it with the band of color 
near the bottom.  It looked terrible.  I tried cropping it with 
the band of color near the top.  It looked even worse.  I 
had an artist friend look at these cropped versions with me 
and she agreed that neither of these worked.  The only way 

Breaking the Rules

Ann Kamzelski presents 
tips, techniques, and 

creative ideas for getting 
great photos. 

Ann-ecdotes

(Continued on page 5)
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that the image looked good was to put the band of color 
right smack in the middle.  It breaks the rule, but it works.

Photograph Odd Numbers

When you take a shot 
of a single subject, 
like the seagull on the 
post, you know exactly 
where to look.  When 
there are three subjects 
in a photo, your eye will 
move evenly between 
them spending some 
time on each one (see 
the white pelicans).  
However, if you take 
a photograph of two 
similar flowers evenly 
spaced, you eye will 
jump back and forth 
between them and 
not rest at either one. 
So you always hear 
that the rule is to take 
pictures of odd numbers.  In most cases this is true.  

The one time that breaking 
this rule works is when the 
two subjects are interacting 
with each other.  In the photo 
of the two seagulls, they 
seem to be talking to each 
other.  They are a couple.  
Humans react positively 
to that interaction.  If the 
two birds were on separate 
posts next to each other 
the image would not have 
been anywhere near as successful.

In conclusion, I just want to say that the “rules” are there 
for a reason.  In general, it pays off to follow them.  
Nevertheless, there are instances where it pays to break 
them.  But break them when it makes sense, not just to be 
contrary and different.

  

Text and images by Ann Kamzelski

Congratulations to Bruce Dart whose 
images pictured here were two of 
the top five prints of the Northeast 
PA Professional Photographers 
Association (NPPPA) recent print 
competition.  His blue ribbon prints 
were designated for the J.L. Stearns 
Court of Honor. Bruce is pictured 
below with NPPPA president, Valrie 
Kunes. 

Visit Ann’s website at photoartbyann.com/

http://www.photoartbyann.com/
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April critique: Same Subject From Two Different Perspectives

   ©Nancy Dart    ©Nancy Dart

      ©Mia Lisa Anderson       ©Mia Lisa Anderson

      ©Sheila Bunch

      ©Sheila Bunch
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      ©Bob Bair

Note: Because of space limitations, only 
about half of the critique submissions 
are shown in this newsletter.  All images 
will appear in a separate “Perspectives” 
publication. Thanks to everyone who 
submitted their images.  

      ©Tina Tolins

      ©Wolfram Jobst
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      ©Sandy Foor

      ©Lee Hoar

      ©David Ralph
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GCPC  2014 Calendar of Events
Meetings are at 7 p.m. on the 2nd Tuesday of every month 

at the Gmeiner Art & Cultural Center unless otherwise noted.

Please contact Bruce Dart at bdphoto@ ptd.net if you are interested in displaying your photos at the Native Bagel  
or if you have images suitable for display at the Warehouse Gallery. 

Mini-solo Shows at the Native Bagel, Central 
Avenue, Wellsboro: May, Nancy Bickham/Bruce Dart; 
June, Mia Lisa Anderson; September, Yvonne Lloyd.

The Warehouse Theatre:  Various members.  
May 13: Jim Montanus: Photography Is In My Blood;  No 
critique. Send your wildflower photos to wgiddings@
epix.net for the next newsletter.
June 10  Annual Photo Outing at Ann Kamzelski’s; No 
critique.
July 8:  Lee Hoar, Birds, Bees, and Butterflies ; Theme, Be 
Creative, Critique leader, Ann Kamzelski.

August 12:  Paul Bozzo, Working with Multiple Images: 
Montages ; Theme, Architectural Details, Critique lead-
er, Ann Kamzelski.
September 9:  Eric Smith, Photojournalism and Free 
Lance Work ; Theme, Summer Fun, Critique leader, Ann 
Kamzelski.
October 14:  Bruce Dart, Studio Photography ; Theme, 
Threes, Critique leader, Ann Kamzelski.
November 11:  Four for the Road ; Theme, Emulate a 
masterpiece (painting or photo), Critique leader, Ann 
Kamzelski.
December 9:  Holiday Party ; No critique; Your three 
favorite photos for the slide show.

Check out this month’s 
Mystery Macro 

and send your guess to
wgiddings@epix.net
Have you got a good 

macro mystery to share?
Send to the email address 

above.

Mystery Macro
How observant are you?

Six correct guesses 
for last month!  

Congratulations to 
Suzan Richar, Maggie 
Holmes, Al Quimby, 
Sheila Bunch, David 

Ralph, and Bruce Dart

     ©Judith Giddings      ©Suzan Richar

mailto:bdphoto@ ptd.net 
mailto:wgiddings@epix.net


10

The Grand Canyon Photography Club
www.gcphotoclub.org

Photography Tutorial: What Is Masking in 
Photoshop?  Is the use of masks confusing to 
you?  Here’s a basic explanation, along with a 
video tutorial. http://www.shutterevolve.com/
photography-tutorial-what-is-masking-in-
photoshop/

How to Use Luminosity Masks in Photoshop 
to Transform Your Images  Beyond the basics of 
masking, here’s how to blend exposures or make 
fine contrast adjustments to create stunning 
images.  This page includes a link to a free set of 
Photoshop actions to create different  effects.   
http://tinyurl.com/o6g6xlj

Kuimba   For some pure entertainment and 
extraordinary photography and music, here’s a 
video from the 2013 album, “Hokulea,” for the 
non-profit AO Foundation International, which 
attends to children in need around the globe.   The 
photography of people is amazing. The eyes of the 
children, especially, are mezmerizing.  For those 
of you who create slideshows, the images are 
synchronized with the music.  Very powerful!  https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=71OTWqw8Or8

Check Out These Websites  

Congratulations to Ann Kamzelski.  Her photograph of the 
honeymoon cottage in Cedar Key, Florida was chosen to be painted 
as a commemorative mural for the 50th anniversaty of the Cedar 
Key Arts Festival.

Travis Parks, artist who painted the mural, and 
Ann Kamzelski

May 13  Meeting At a Glance 

Program:  Jim Montanus, Photography Is In My Blood

No Critique: Send your wildflower images  
to wgiddings@epix.net for the next newsletter.

 
Beverage: Carol Crew 

Snacks: Lee Hoar 
Set up: Lonny Frost

http://www.shutterevolve.com/photography-tutorial-what-is-masking-in-photoshop/
http://www.shutterevolve.com/photography-tutorial-what-is-masking-in-photoshop/
http://www.shutterevolve.com/photography-tutorial-what-is-masking-in-photoshop/
http://tinyurl.com/o6g6xlj 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=71OTWqw8Or8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=71OTWqw8Or8

