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Annual Creative Photo Outing
Explore ways to create your own backyard studio.
The Grand Canyon Photography
Club will meet Tuesday, June
10, 2014, at the home of Ann
and Ron Kamzelski, 311 Jackson
Road, Wellsboro, PA. The program
will be a hands-on workshop,
an opportunity to try new and
different techniques with skilled
photographers available to give
assistance.

11 or the following Tuesday, if
necessary.
Directions From Wellsboro: Take
Route 6 toward Mansfield. Shortly
past the Weis Market, bear right up
the hill on the Cherry Flats Road.
Continue about 2.5 miles and turn
right onto Arnot Road. Go one
mile and turn left on Jackson Road.
Ann’s house is about 3/4 of a mile
down the road on the left. The
mailbox has 311 on it.

Ann will set up stations to show
interested people how to do
©Paul Bozzo
some different techniques from
From Mansfield: Take Route 6 toward Wellsboro. Go about
previous years, as described in her article in this newsletter
8.5 miles. Just past Lewis Homes (on the right), turn left onto
about creating a backyard studio. Ann’s home is in a rural
Gas Company Road. Follw this road until it ends at a T. Turn
setting so there will also be an opportunity to take shots of
right onto Cherry Flats road. Go a few hundred feet and turn
scenic images, wildflowers, and garden flowers.
left onto Arnot Road. Go one mile and turn left on Jackson
The workshop will begin at 4:00 p.m. and last until dark, Road. Ann’s house is about 3/4 of a mile down the road on
but participants may come or leave at whatever time is the left. The mailbox has 311 on it.
convenient. Please bring a snack or beverage to share with
Read Ann’s
the group. Ann will provide ice water.
article
on
Bring a camera and a tripod, if you have one. Tripods will be page 4 of this
important for many of the activities. There will be a couple n e w s l e t t e r
of extra tripods available for those who don’t own one. Also, a b o u t
a
for best results, bring a cable release, a remote wireless creating
shutter release, or read your manual and learn how to use b a c k y a r d
the self timer on your camera. You should also know how to studio. Then
come to the
set your camera for long exposures.
photo outing
Guests are welcome. In case of inclement weather, call Ann
©Paul Bozzo
to try some
Kamzelski, 570-724-2167, to check whether the workshop
of the ideas and decide whether to incorporate them into
has been cancelled. The rain date will be Wednesday, June
your own backyard studio.
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President’s Message
SUNSETS AND THE BEST YOU CAN BE

2014 Officers:
President: Bruce Dart
Vice President: Mia Lisa Anderson
Treasurer: Gary Thompson
Recording Secretary: David Ralph
Corresponding Secretary:
Judith Giddings

Directors:
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Committee
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Newsletter: Judith Giddings
Membership: Gary Thompson
Exhibits: Bruce Dart
Publicity: Lonny Frost

For more information, please contact:
Bruce Dart
E-mail: president@gcphotoclub.org

Good composition is merely the
strongest way of seeing.
~Edward Weston

©Bruce Dart
Everyone seems to enjoy sunsets,
especially this time of year. We are
thankful to be back outdoors in
good weather, enjoying the sunshine
and all of the wonderful things in
nature that accompany the arrival
of Spring and Summer. Often we are
convinced that sunsets are creative,
dramatic and great images by virtue
of all the wonderful color alone. In the
excitement, we tend to forget that we
still need to pay attention to the little
details of making a great image.
Having an interesting foreground
leading to a colorful and dramatic sky
helps a good photograph to be even
better. If you lose all the detail to the
dark tones of an image you need to
compensate by having an intersting
silhouette that can hold attention or
your image might only be a snapshot
instead of the masterpiece you
envisioned in the viewfinder. Look
within the image, quickly since you
probably won’t have much time until
it is gone, keeping those pesky power
lines out of your image and making
use of leading lines, interesting layers
and other design elements that will
elevate your work.
Dewitt Jones once devoted a whole
column in Outdoor Photographer
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magazine to sunsets. Since he lives
in Hawaii I’m sure he has ample
access to incredible sunsets. The fact
that he seemed to be the only one
witnessing this spectacular sunset
caused considerable lament, and
no one was there with a camera to
record it. The sunset, however, was
no less spectacular just because there
was no one else to witness and record
it. It was still the best it could be, he
said, regardless of who was or was
not watching. So too, said the great
teacher and author, we “need to BE
the sunset and keep doing our best.”
We have a great opportunity
this month to spend some time
outdoors photographing flowers
and other interesting subjects, led
by Ann Kamzelski. If you have not
participated in this event before, you
owe it to yourself to be there and take
your photography level up a notch or
two (or more). If you have been there,
you know how great it is to spend
some time with other photographers
in a creative environment. A lot of our
learning also comes from each other.
Be the sunset!!
Bruce Dart
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Minutes of May 13, 2014
The May 13, 2014 meeting of the GCPC was brought to
order by President Bruce Dart.
Bruce requested that members volunteer for snacks for
the 2nd half of the year, July - December, and a list was
passed around.
The next meeting, June 10th, will be a photo shoot at Ann
Kamzelski’s, starting in the afternoon, and, as such, there
will be no critique in June.
There was no critique in the May meeting as the program
time was expanded to the entire evening for Mr. Jim
Montanus.
Mr. Montanus provided an extensive presentation of
his father’s, Neil Montanus, career as a photographer
for Kodak during its heyday, as well as his own love
affair with Tioga and Potter County, PA, and his own

A Note About the Cover Photo
by Ann Kamzelski

Anyone who has visited Leonard Harrison State Park
coming to or from Wellsboro, has passed this iconic farm
scene. The rolling hills with striped fields along with a
bright red barn are classic. I have found that the best time
to get good shots here is in the afternoon when there are
interesting clouds in the sky.
I had been to the canyon to photograph the rhododendrons
and couldn’t resist stopping to take yet another image
at this location. I prefer the panoramic format for this
shot.

developing career as a photographer. Neil Montanus
was the photographer for a large number of the 18’ x
60’ Kodak “Coloramas” hung in Grand Central Station
for many years, and using equipment that evolved over
the years from large format view cameras to 35mm.
Several of the images were unpublished Neil Montanus
photos and some Colorama candidates not selected for
exhibition. Jim Montanus provided a window into his
own photographic subjects, some of them Lake Ontario
landscapes, and his post processing approach which adds
Photomatix HDR software and the NIK Color Efex4 plugin
for Photoshop.
There was no other business.
Respectfully submitted,
David Ralph, Secretary

Treasurer’s
Report for May 2014
		
$2268.10

Beginning Balance
Cash IN
(Dues)

-0-

Cash OUT
(Speaker - Jim Montanus)
Ending Balance

$20.00

$650.00
$1638.10

Respectfully Submitted,
Gary Thompson, Treasurer

Signs of Spring ©Judith Giddings
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Ann-ecdotes

Ann Kamzelski presents
tips, techniques, and
creative ideas for getting
great photos.

Backyard Studio
There are times when I feel like taking photographs, but I just
don’t want to pack up all my gear and go off somewhere. So I
will get out what I call my “Backyard Studio”. My “Studio” consists
of a few basic items that are fairly inexpensive. Here is a list of
what I use.
•

A piece of black fleece cloth (a yard will do; $5 at Walmart)

•

A rectanglar clear glass baking dish ($2 at thrift stores or
yard sales or use your own)

•

A piece of glass (small frame with glass $1 at a thrift store or
yard sale)

•

A bottle of Seltzer water ($.89 at Weis)

•

A square clear vase ($5 at Michaels)

•

A mirror with a black frame ($8 at Walmart; a frameless one
works too)

•

Daylight desk lamp (under $50 at Amazon or Michaels)

•

A light table (about $60 at Amazon)

For just over $100 you can have hours (and I mean HOURS) of
fun creating images. You will also need a few things that you can
find around the house.
So let’s get started. Some of these techniques I have been
perfecting for years, but others I have recently tried based on
articles I have read in magazines or Youtube videos.
Still Life Shots – This is
probably the simplest type
of picture to do. All you
need is a table, a piece of
black fleece and something
to photograph. I usually
set up my table outside in
a shaded area. The black
cloth is draped across the
table and something higher
behind it. Put whatever
you want to take a picture
of on the cloth and click
away. The hardest part
of this is coming up with
pleasing
compositions.
Small bouquets of flowers
work wonderfully for this, but try other objects too. You can
always add a little light into your images with the daylight lamp
or a reflector. If the weather is cold you can do this by the light
of a large window.
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Reflections in a Mirror – Take away the subject you are
photographing and replace it with a mirror lying flat on the table.
Place a small object (flowers work well again) in the center of the
mirror. Get down low to take the shot making sure that the area
surrounding the subject is totally black.
Fire – Now we are going to
go into a dark place. The next
two techniques are done in
a dark room. Move the table
with black cloth to a dark
place (I would recommend
a garage for the first one
since it involves fire). Place
a piece of glass on the cloth
lying flat. Set the camera on
a tripod. With the lights still
on, place an object on the
glass where you want the
flames to be and focus the
lens there. Remove the object. I set my camera on continuous
shooting and used a cable release to take the photos. Turn off
the lights and place a small line of lighter fluid on the glass and
light it. Start taking photos immediately since the flames won’t
last long. A great video which shows you this technique is at
www.learnmyshot.com/how-to-photograph-fire.
Colorful CD – While we
are still in the dark, let’s
try something different. I
won’t explain this since
there is a video which does
it better than I could. It is
at
www.metacafe.com/
watch/6111573/long_
exposure_light_painting_
with_a_cd_photography_
tutorial.
Getting the
flashlight just right takes
practice. No two photos
are ever alike.

(Continued on page 5)
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Light table and Seltzer – A light
table with a glass dish or vase can
be the starting point for a multitude
of different photographs. Just
remember that whatever you
cover with the seltzer water will
probably float so it will need to
be weighted down. Put the light
table on a flat surface that is on a
low table or on the ground. Place
a glass dish on the light table.
Position your camera on a tripod
above the dish with the lens
parallel to the surface. Choose the
subject. Colorful items work best. I used colored pencils. I taped
them together in the order that I wanted and placed a rock on
the m so they wouldn’t float. Then I slowly poured seltzer water
into the dish until it just covered the pencils (or subject). Wait a
few minutes and bubbles magically appear. I turned on the light
table to make a nice light background and highlight the bubbles.
I also set up the daylight lamp to light the top of the subject. I
like using the daylight lamp since I can see what the results will
look like and I can change the positioning as desired.
An alternate procedure is
to use a square vase with
a more three dimensional
subject such as a flower.
Make sure that the subject
is not touching the sides
of the vase. I used a florist
frog to hold my flowers
in place while carefully
adding the seltzer. A
square vase works best
since a round one will
distort the subject. Once again I lit the bottom of the subject
with the light table and the top with the daylight lamp. You
can also photograph the vase from different angles to get more
interesting shots. You need to be conscious of your background
for these images. You can either use cloth, paper or a natural
background.

Oil and Water – I have only tried this recently, but I love the
results. You use the glass dish that is suspended over something
colorful and photograph the wonderful patterns that are created
with the oil floating on the water. A good description of the setup is at www.digitalcameraworld.com/2013/01/18/abstractphoto-ideas-get-creative-with-oil-and-water .
No two
pictures will ever be the same which makes this easy technique
a lot of fun.
Reflections in Water Drops– I
am not going to go into details
on how to create these photos.
Go to my previous article from
November 2012 to see how this
is done.
These are only the tip of the
iceberg for what you can craft
with this simple backyard studio.
Add a small light stand ($65
at B&H) and a Plamp ($37at
B&H) and you can photograph
insects and a whole host of other
subjects. Oh, and if you do macro photography, you should
have a reflector and diffuser for field work (22” size about $30
each at B&H)
Now I would to invite you to come to my home for the June
GCPC meeting and I will have my “Backyard Studio” set up with
these techniques for everyone to try.
Visit Ann’s website at photoartbyann.com/
Text and images by Ann Kamzelski

Odds and Ends
2015 Photo Calendar Contest: Citizens & Northern Bank
is looking for amateur photographers to enter their 2015
Calendar Contest. Photos may reflect any scene in C & N’s
market area of Bradford, Cameron, Lycoming, McKean, Potter,
Sullivan or Tioga counties in Pennsylvania and the Canisteo/
Hornell area of Steuben County in New York. Entry forms are
available at all Citizens & Northern Bank branch offices.

Forms are also available on the website: http://tinyurl.com/
nthhfwd . Winners will receive cash prizes. Entry deadline is
August 2, 2014
PC Equipment: Ann Kamzelski has a Dell 20” monitor,
keyboard, mouse, and speakers that she is willing to give to
anyone who would like them for free.
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Wildflower Walk
by Ken Meyer
Saturday, May 10th dawned warm with
a forecast for some thunderstorms.
Nevertheless nine stalwart souls met
early at the Courthouse and drove to
the State Game Lands above Asaph.
Then after a bit we headed over toward
Welch Settlement stopping at one of
the marshes on Sheer Road and finally
moved on to a rich woods south of
there.

appearance is always a little
different each time in terms of
the lighting and the flowers/
animals so there was plenty to
photograph. The folks who went
included David Ralph and Linda
Sichel, Lee and Mary Ellen Hoar,
Mia Lisa Anderson, Suzan Richar,
Jan Keck and Karin Meyer.

The accompanying pictures were
shot by various members of the
group with gear ranging from
DSLR’s to an I-phone; David Ralph
also brought along a camera
modified for Infra Red work and
submitted a beautful shot of Linda
with it - shown separately in this
NL. Photo credits are embedded
in the pictures by initials. It’s
always fun going out with others;
wonderful camaraderie! Minor
adjustments were made to some
Sheer Road
of the images. We wrapped up
We also saw a nesting pair of Canada
the trip in the early afternoon with a bite to eat at the
Geese with several tiny goslings on the marsh which made
Native Bagel in town on our return. It was a nice way to
for some truly tricky, interesting photo ops. Having visited
end a very pleasant morning.
some of the same places in prior years, the landscape
A lot had changed in the blooming
cycle in the four days since Ken
announced the outing including the
long awaited canopy leaf out as well as
a fair progression in the appearance of
various flower species. We saw many
of the typical spring flowers including
Hepatica, Trout Lily, Gold Thread, May
Apple, Wood Anemone, Foam flower,
Dutchman’s Britches, a few species of
violets, lots of Marsh Marigold, tons of
Leeks and also a lot of fiddlehead ferns.

L to R, Dave Ralph, Suzan Richar, Lee
Hoar, and Linda Sichel
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(Continued on Page 7)
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Photos taken by the group include Trillium, May Apple, Fiddlehead Ferns, Hepatica,
a centipede, a mother goose and goslings, and a White Violet.
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©Nancy Bickham

©Paul Bozzo

Below are some wildflower photos taken with different lighting conditions. They are all native to Florida. The
Southern Magnolia is about 12 inches across and grows on a large tree. I took the photo outside on an overcast
day with a dark tree as the background. The Passionflower is about 4 inches across and grows on a vine.
I placed it on my light table and lit the top with a daylight lamp. The blue-eyed grass (with an albino one
included) grows in small clumps here. They also grow in PA but not in such profusion. They are about 1/4 of
an inch across. I photographed them outside on a sunny day against the blue sky. I used a diffuser and then a
reflector to get the effect I wanted. ~Ann Kamzelski

©Ann Kamzelski
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GCPC 2014 Calendar of Events

Meetings are at 7 p.m. on the 2nd Tuesday of every month
at the Gmeiner Art & Cultural Center unless otherwise noted.

Mini-solo Shows at the Native Bagel, Central
Avenue, Wellsboro: June, Mia Lisa Anderson;
September, Yvonne Lloyd.
The Warehouse Theatre: Various members.
June 10 Annual Photo Outing at Ann Kamzelski’s; No
critique.
July 8: Lee Hoar, Birds, Bees, and Butterflies ; Theme, Be
Creative, Critique leader, Ann Kamzelski.
August 12: Paul Bozzo, Working with Multiple Images:
Montages ; Theme, Architectural Details, Critique leader, Ann Kamzelski.

September 9: Eric Smith, Photojournalism and Free
Lance Work ; Theme, Summer Fun, Critique leader, Ann
Kamzelski.
October 14: Bruce Dart, Studio Photography ; Theme,
Threes, Critique leader, Ann Kamzelski.
November 11: Four for the Road ; Theme, Emulate a
masterpiece (painting or photo), Critique leader, Ann
Kamzelski.
December 9: Holiday Party ; No critique; Your three
favorite photos for the slide show.

Please contact Bruce Dart at bdphoto@ ptd.net if you are interested in displaying your photos at the Native Bagel
or if you have images suitable for display at the Warehouse Gallery.

Mystery Macro
No coreect guesses for
last month’s mystery. It
is pancake batter
after Suzan ran
water in the dish
in the sink.

How observant are you?

Check out this month’s
Mystery Macro and send your
guess to wgiddings@epix.net
Have you got a good macro
mystery to share? Send to the
email address
above.

©Suzan Richar

©Judith Giddings
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Check Out These Websites
How-To: Digital Infrared Photography If David’s
image on the right is interesting to you, check
out this video that explains the basic equipment
needed to do infrared photography and how
to edit your image in Photoshop. https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=S_frEgqfmJA
Why Every Photographer Should Shoot in Raw
This video blog makes a strong case for shooting
and editing in RAW. https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=sPRL2xEr6ok
Brenda Tharp Photography Brenda Tharp is an
award winning fine art photographer and author
of several books. View her stunning portfolios and
check out her blog at her website. http://www.
brendatharp.com

©David Ralph

©Bruce Dart

David’s dramatic photo was taken with a Nikon D70s
that was converted for Infrared. He swapped the blue
and red channels, and then processed the image with
NIK SilverEfex 2, and added a little “Ken Meyer vignetting.”

June 10 Meeting At a Glance
Annual Photo Outing at the home of Ann Kamzelski
from around 4 pm until dusk
Bring your tripod and camera equipment
and a snack or beverage to share.
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