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The Three B’s
Lee Hoar shares his photos of birds, bees, and butterflies.
Lee Hoar will present a
talk to the Grand Canyon
Photography Club on
Tuesday, July 8 at 7pm
at the Gmeiner Art and
Cultural Center titled
Birds, Bees and Butterflies.

day! I’ve been away from
photography for a few
years but the passion
never goes away.”

Lee states, “My passion for
photography started in
1962 with the purchase of
a 35mm film camera. I’m
not sure which soda bottle
the lens came from, but
it was BAD. Most would
probably have quit at this
point, but not me. I built a
darkroom and started processing black-and-white film, then
went to color slides using the Ektachrome E-3 process.
All this led to a position with Sperry New Holland in the
advertising/photographic department where I worked for 20
years. Every photographer was given a 4x5 Crown Graphic
camera
as
standard
equipment.
What a great
l e a r n i n g
experience it
was to work
with six other
people
with
the
same
passion every
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As president of the
photo club in 2012 and
2013, Lee stated, “I found
the photo club to be
a good bit the same,
with members whose
love for photography
has both educated and
encouraged me as well as
many others. This month’s
program will be about
photographing
birds,
bees, and butterflies. The pictures have been taken in several
different states.
My
interest
in macro and
telephoto work
has blossomed
in the last five
years and I
will show you
what you can
do with hard
work, determination, and a little equipment and knowledge.
Come see Birds, Bees and Butterflies and be convinced!”
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President’s Message
SUMMER PHOTOGRAPHS - EVERYWHERE YOU LOOK

2014 Officers:
President: Bruce Dart
Vice President: Mia Lisa Anderson
Treasurer: Gary Thompson
Recording Secretary: David Ralph
Corresponding Secretary:
Judith Giddings

Directors:
2013-2014: Nancy Bickham; Ken Meyer

Committee
Chairpersons:
Newsletter: Judith Giddings
Membership: Gary Thompson
Exhibits: Bruce Dart
Publicity: Lonny Frost

For more information, please contact:
Bruce Dart
E-mail: president@gcphotoclub.org

Photography is a love affair
with life.
~Burk Uzzle, American
documentary photographer

©Bruce Dart

Summer is that wonderful time
when photographs are everywhere
you look; grass is green, trees
have blossomed, flowers have
bloomed, butterflies abound. One
has only to grab a camera and
head outside (sometimes not even
that is necessary, but of course the
camera is a must.)
Freeman Patterson in his book
Photography and the Art of Seeing
challenges students to take their
cameras outside to their back
yard, stop anywhere and make at
least three images without moving
more than three feet. And, he was
talking about ordinary back yards
not the Better Homes & Gardens
type where one could illustrate a
“Photography for Dummies” text
for a whole book in less than an
hour! Certainly he is encouraging
students to Look, REALLY LOOK at
everything creatively for texture,
shape, design and to SEE what is
really there and not just seek the
majestic landscapes.
Canadian stock photographer
Sherman Hines had a bunch of
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us seeking similar things next to
an urban hotel where the class
was held, and in a junk yard.....in
January. The concept is “learning
to see” what is around you. If you
can create interesting images
under these circumstances, just
imagine what you can do if you are
in a garden of beautiful flowers or a
field early in the morning or late in
the day when the sun is just right.
It has been said that the most
creative tools we have are two
eyes and two feet. Look around;
move to another vantage point if
you wish. There is no anchor tied
to your feet!
Ken’s program on Wildflowers;
Ann’s creative set-ups with
flowers and other still life; Lee’ s
program this month with Birds,
Bees, and Butterflies. There are
enough subjects, indeed photo
opportunities, to keep you busy
for months. Grab and camera and
let’s go!
Bruce Dart
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A Note About the Cover Photo
by Bill Giddings

Lower Stony Fork Creek has long been a favorite place
of ours for photo shoots. Among other things, the rock
designs carved by the winds, water, and other abrasives
are fascinating, often beautiful, and other worldly.
This year we found the Paint Run cabin to be inhabited
and thus not available for the usual great shots. So we
went to a “new” place a short way below Blueberry and
the creek crossing, which we dubbed “Newberry.” That’s
where this shot was taken.

		
Treasurer’s
Report for June 2014
$1638.10

Beginning Balance
Cash IN

-0-

Cash OUT

-0$1638.10

Ending Balance

Respectfully Submitted,
Gary Thompson, Treasurer

June Photo Outing
There are no minutes for the June meeting because it
was our annual creative photo outing at the home of
Ron and Ann Kamzelski. However, Ann’s “stations” were
so interesting and well done and we had such a great
turnout, that a little report seems appropriate. Ann had
set up examples of her backyard studio (as described in
the June newsletter) in her basement, on her back and
front porches, and in her living room. She printed an
overall description of each station and its location, so that
people could decide where to go and what they would like

to do. At each station, she provided complete directions
including camera settings, so that everyone would be
able to succeed with the experiments. Ann was available
to help with all the stations, and Jan Keck helped with the
“fire” station in the basement. In addition, as usual, people
took photos of the lovely yard and pond, and there was
much socializing and relaxing on the front porch and in
the house. Thanks to Ann and Ron for hosting and to Ann
for such a well-planned event. It was a complete success!
~JG (See pages 6-7 for more photos from the day.)

Catching Fire ©Paul Bozzo
Gary Thompson at the “fire” station in the basement. Paul commented that Sharon
Connolly was there too but she “ghosted out” because it was a longish exposure.
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Ann-ecdotes

Ann Kamzelski presents
tips, techniques, and
creative ideas for getting
great photos.

Collections and Long-term Projects
With the digital cameras
that we all use today, you
can see what you have
photographed immediately.
Back when I was using slide
film, sometimes I had to
wait up to two weeks to get
my processed slides back.
I didn’t know until they
arrived whether I had any
good images or not. The
pictures could have been blurry, or incorrectly exposed
but I didn’t know. In most cases it was not something that
I could go back and shoot again. But now we get instant
gratification. We can check the exposure, composition,
and sharpness right in the camera after taking a shot
and, in most cases, repeat it with different settings. But
this poses a different problem. It seems that everyone
just takes a shot, quickly checks the results and moves on.
There is little or no connection to the subject and often
no thought into the making of the image. It is the classic
“point and shoot”.
Sometimes we just need to slow down and think more
about the images that we produce. One good way to do
this is to come up with a long-term project for yourself.
This can be anything providing it is something that will
take a while to complete. I know of several people who
taken a “photo a day” for an entire year. I also had a good
friend who photographed each of his children on their
birthdays every year in the same chair for 18 years (until
they went off to college). You could photograph the same
subject in all four seasons. Pick something that interests
you; the possibilities are endless. It doesn’t necessarily
have to be something that takes years, but it shouldn’t be
accomplished in a day either.
One of my favorite
projects
was
to
photograph
the
lifecycle of the monarch
butterfly. I had taken
lots of pictures of
mature monarchs and
also their caterpillars.
But for the project,
I needed to learn a
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lot more about them,
so I researched it on the
internet and learned how
to raise the caterpillars
to take shots of them
changing through their
many stages. It took me
two years to get all the
images that I wanted. I then
took the individual photos
and made a composite of
the entire cycle on one image and also did a short video.
A project can also be for self-improvement. It could be to
learn a new technique or to get a better photograph of an
existing image that you already have. Last year I did two
such projects. One was to learn how to take shots of flying
birds. I reread my camera manual and looked up some
articles on-line. I wrote an article about the results last
June for the newsletter. The second project was to take a
really different image of a frog. I have lots of frog pictures
from our goldfish pond that are just average. After seeing
a spectacular image in a magazine, I was inspired to learn
how to take a frog photograph that would have more
impact than the ordinary. This time I had to figure out for
myself. It took me about a month to get the results that I
wanted using my “backyard studio”. By the time I got an
image that I was pleased with, every frog within 5 miles
was hiding when they saw me coming. The result was the
image that I had hanging at last year’s photo exhibit at the
Gmeiner.

A long term project doesn’t have to have an end point. It
could be a collection of images of a subject that interests
you. I have a huge file of portraits of dragonflies and
damselflies. I am fascinated with them and have taken
photos of as many different ones that I could find from
(Continued on page 5)
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different angles and on different
plants. I will probably continue
to do so until I don’t take
photographs anymore (like that
would ever happen!). I have
a lot of these images hanging
in my home, but I don’t have any plans to “do” anything
particular with them. It is just an ongoing collection that
I have.
A r o u n d
Cedar Key in
the
month
of April the
roadsides are
covered with
a remarkable
display of pink.
They are called
Drummond
Phlox and are
native to Texas
but have taken up residence in Florida. I stopped one day
to take some pictures of them and discovered that while

the overall appearance is bright pink, the flowers actually
range from pure white to pure red with all the shades in
between. While I was taking close-up shots of some of the
singular flowers, I noticed that the centers had different
designs. You could have two or more flowers with the
exact same shade of pink, but they were unalike. Not only
that, the petal shapes were different too. I got the idea of
seeing how many different distinct flowers I could find.
Thus started my “collection” of photos of the phlox. So far I
have found seven different white ones alone and a total of
about seventy individual flowers. I continue to find more,
but as you can imagine, it gets harder with the more that
you find. It will be a never ending work. Will I ever “do”
anything with these photos? I don’t know, but they have
the potential to make a great abstract image. We’ll see.
This whole process is to help you get away from the “instant”
world that we seem to live in these days. Spend some
time challenging yourself, learning new and improved
techniques. Slow down and enjoy your photography.

©Ann Kamzelski

Visit Ann’s website at photoartbyann.com/
Text and images by Ann Kamzelski
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Creative Photo Outing

Some of the people
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Photos on this page by Judith Giddings

...

(Continued on Page 7)
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and a few images from the outing

©Judith Giddings
©David Ralph

©Judith Giddings
©David Ralph

©Lee Hoar

©Lee Hoar
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Mirrorless Interchangeable Lens Cameras
SLR Quality in a Smaller Package
by Judith Giddings
Bill and I decided to get new cameras
this year, so I began studying all the
possibilities. I own a Canon Rebel XTi and
have an assortment of lenses. However,
my equipment feels pretty heavy,
especially with the double battery pack
that is attached to my camera. So I was
hoping to find something that weighed
less, but that would have excellent image
quality. I guess you could say I wanted it
all!
I read a ton of reviews and viewed video
comparisons of different cameras. I was
fascinated by the information I found
about mirrorless interchangeable lens
cameras (MILC). The term “mirrorless”
is used because these cameras don’t
have the moving mirror found in every
DSLR. There are two styles, compact (a
little larger than a compact point-andshoot) and a second style that is more
like a digital single-lens reflex (DSLR), still
smaller than the typical DSLR, but with
extensive features.
Mirrorless cameras are made by many
companies: Epson, Leica, Olympus, Panasonic, Samsung, Sony,
Nikon, Pentax, Fujifilm, and Canon. The benefits of a MILC are
smaller size and lower weight than a DSLR, compatibility with
other lens mounts, and they are very quiet (there is no moving
mirror when you activate the shutter). Drawbacks are that many
models don’t have an optical viewfinder (they rely on LCD
viewfinders like a point-and-shoot), and many are slower to
autofocus, as they use a “contrast detection” rather than “phase
detection” autofocus system. I opted for the Sony NEX 6 that has
a through-the-lens electronic viewfinder and an ultra-fast hybrid
(phase detection and contrast detection) autofocus system. I
can do everything with this camera that I do with my Canon; it
has full manual controls and ability to shoot in raw.
As many of us know, sometimes our biggest investment in
photographic equipment is the lenses and not the camera body,
so I wanted to be sure that I would still be able to use mine, even
though, admittedly, the Canon lenses seem huge and weigh a
lot in comparison to a small camera. The solution is that I have
purchased an adapter that will allow me to use all my lenses with
the new camera. The adapter doesn’t support autofocus, but
with a feature called “focus peaking,” manual focus is not difficult
and the image quality is amazing.
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From all the reviews I have seen, image
quality is as good on MILC’s as on a
DSLR. I am thrilled with the quality of
the images I have been able to take so
far. My camera is excellent in low light
situations. The image below was taken
at dusk, through a window in the
house. Enlarge this page to zoom in
on both images and check the quality.
I feel that my mirrorless camera is
giving me the quality and performance
of a DSLR, minus the bulk. In fact, I
can carry it in a purse wherever I go.
There are still some features I have not
yet explored: high-definition video
recording capability, panoramas, Auto
HDR, and a 10 frames per second burst
mode. I can also download images to
my computer wirelessly.
For more on mirrorless cameras, see
the websites listed on the last page
of this newsletter. Prices vary, but you
can find bargains. Mine has a 16.1 MP
sensor and it cost $519 with a 16-50
mm lens.

Images taken by Judith Giddings with a Sony NEX 6
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GCPC 2014 Calendar of Events

Meetings are at 7 p.m. on the 2nd Tuesday of every month
at the Gmeiner Art & Cultural Center unless otherwise noted.

Mini-solo Shows at the Native Bagel, Central
Avenue, Wellsboro: July, Paul Jensen; August, Al and
Brianna Quimby; September, Yvonne Lloyd.
The Warehouse Theatre: Various members.
July 8: Lee Hoar, Birds, Bees, and Butterflies ; Theme, Be
Creative, Critique leader, Ann Kamzelski.
August 12: Paul Bozzo, Working with Multiple Images:
Montages ; Theme, Architectural Details, Critique leader, Ann Kamzelski.

September 9: Eric Smith, Photojournalism and Free
Lance Work ; Theme, Summer Fun, Critique leader, Ann
Kamzelski.
October 14: Bruce Dart, Studio Photography ; Theme,
Threes, Critique leader, Ann Kamzelski.
November 11: Four for the Road ; Theme, Emulate a
masterpiece (painting or photo), Critique leader, Ann
Kamzelski.
December 9: Holiday Party ; No critique; Your three
favorite photos for the slide show.

Please contact Bruce Dart at bdphoto@ ptd.net if you are interested in displaying your photos at the Native Bagel
or if you have images suitable for display at the Warehouse Gallery.

Mystery Macro
No coreect guesses for
last month’s mystery.
It is a dandelion.

©Judith Giddings

How observant are you?

Check out this month’s
Mystery Macro and send your
guess to wgiddings@epix.net
Have you got a good macro
mystery to share? Send to the
email address above.

©Judith Giddings
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Check Out These Websites

July 8 Meeting At a Glance

Migrating to Mirrorless: Death of the DSLR
Can you judge a camera by its looks? This article
compares DSLR and mirrorless cameras on sensor
size, body size, lenses, battery life, viewfinders,
image quality, and more. http://tinyurl.com/
qae7msh
Mirrorless camera buying guide Interested in
buying a mirrorless camera, but not sure which way
to go? Here’s some help. http://www.dpreview.
com/articles/0344780582/mirrorless-camerabuying-guide
Best mirrorless cameras for less than $1,000
Frustrated by the sluggishness and photo quality
of your point-and-shoot but not thrilled about
toting something the size of a dSLR? These
cameras were designed with you in mind. http://
www.cnet.com/news/best-mirrorless-camerasfor-less-than-1000/

Program: Lee Hoar, Birds, Bees, and Butterflies
Critique: Ann Kamzelski, Be Creative
Beverage and snacks: Bruce and Nancy Dart

15 Dynamic and Beautiful examples of HDR
Photography: Some lovely high dynamic range
images.
http://photographyinspired.com/15dynamic-beautiful-examples-hdr-photography.
php
Image Cleanup in Adobe Photoshop: A 2-hour
workshop but worth the time. Mostly basics,
but with clear explanations of how to configure
different tools to get the effects you want and
things to avoid.
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=huz05dJ4wl8

Peace ©Paul Bozzo
(Kamzelskis’ pond)
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