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The Visual Toolbox
Mia Lisa Anderson shares inspiring ideas and resources
The Grand Canyon Photography
Club will present “The Visual
To o l b o x : P h o t o g r a p h i c
Resources and Inspiration”
at this month’s meeting. The
program will be presented by
member Mia Lisa Anderson
on Tuesday, February 11, 2014
beginning at 7 p.m. at the
Gmeiner Art & Cultural Center
in Wellsboro, PA.

Mia added. The presentation
will focus primarily, though
not exclusively, on resources
available on the Internet.
Mia is a charter member
of GCPC and designs and
maintains the club web site
(www.gcphotoclub.org.)

“Like many things in life, it’s
easy to fall into a rut with your photography,” Mia
explained. “You may find yourself taking photographs
of the same subject or photographing in the same
way with the same lens,
etc. The more resources
and inspiration you can
put in your “photographic
toolbox” to draw from, the
more you will improve as a
photographer. “
“My goal for this program
is to show different types
and sources of inspiration
for photographers. Some
you might not know
about; others you might
have forgotten about,”

President’s Message........................................

She has had work published
in Balloon Life, Mountain
Home, and the 2012 Northern
Tier Regional Planning and Development Commission
Annual Report. Her photography has been exhibited
at Mansfield University and the Gmeiner Art & Cultural
Center. Currently several of her images hang in the Penn
Wells Lodge, US Renal Care
Center, and the Laurel Health
office, all in Wellsboro. Mia
is a member of The National
Association of Photoshop
Professionals (NAPP). More
of her work can be seen by
visiting her web site at www.
throughthelenswellsboro.
com

Photos by Mia Lisa Anderson
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President’s Message

2014 Officers:
President: Bruce Dart
Vice President: Mia Lisa Anderson
Treasurer: Gary Thompson
Recording Secretary: David Ralph
Corresponding Secretary:
Judith Giddings

Directors:
2013-2014: Nancy Bickham; Ken Meyer

Committee
Chairpersons:
Newsletter: Judith Giddings
Membership: Gary Thompson
Exhibits: Bruce Dart
Publicity: Lonny Frost

For more information, please contact:
Bruce Dart
E-mail: president@gcphotoclub.org

The camera is an instrument that
teaches people how to see without a
camera.” ~ Dorothea Lange
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©Bruce Dart
Recently two of the country’s top nature and fine art photographers, Tony
Sweet and William Neill, took a look
back at the images they created over
the past year and created a list of favorites. Unlike creating the 12 masterpieces I spoke about last month, Tony
posted 25 of his favorites. William
Neill started with 35 and invited other
photographers to narrow the list to
the top 10. It is likely that all of us
would consider all 60 of these choices as “Masterpieces!” If you entered
photos for the critiques last year you
should have at least 10. Maybe you
have more.

Siskin observes, “Certainly you don’t
want to discourage anybody when
you mean to help her/him,” and that
is our aim as well.

Part of the premise of Ansel Adams’
challenge of making one a month
or 12 a year is the idea that in two
or three years time you accumulate
enough for a portfolio or perhaps a
show. And the process of looking over
the previous year’s work shows how
far you have advanced. Maybe your
reaction is, “I did pretty well last year,”
or just maybe you might be saying, “I
really need to kick it up a notch this
year because I didn’t do what I hoped
last year.”

Interestingly, Siskin also talked about
those who share images with him
that are printed. “If you show me a
4X6” print of a shot,” he says, “I won’t
think you are as committed to your
work as when you show me an 11X14
with a mat. If you aren’t committed
to your work why would you expect
people to take it seriously? Some images have to be big in order to work
well.”

Sometimes we get too close to our
own work and it is helpful to have
others look at it and offer suggestions.
Our monthly themes are a process of
motivating us -- and I mean all of us
-- to be creative, try new things and
improve our work. In a blog about
critiques, BetterPhoto instructor John

Siskin, a commercial photographer
and author of several books on architectural photography published by
Amherst and available on Amazon,
talks about the emotional impact of
the image and then moves to things
that might be done to strengthen the
image. Cropping, color and contrast,
sharpening, many of the things we
talk about each month, were on his
list.

Obviously, not ALL images have to be
big, but you get the idea. None of us
started at the top but, looking at the
work of the club, I think every one of
us has improved over the past year.
Believe in yourself, strive to improve.
We will all learn and we will all help
each other.
Bruce Dart
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Minutes of December 10, 2013

		
Treasurer’s
Report for January 2013

President Bruce Dart called the meeting to order. 30 people
were in attendance. Yvonne Lloyd, a returning member, was
welcomed back. He also reminded everyone that 2014 Club
dues are payable now. The treasury balance was reported to be
the same as set forth in the last newsletter.

Beginning Balance

Mary Card announced that her husband Kevin Card is one of five
exhibitors at an art exhibition of “Outsider Art” at the Houghton
Gallery at 171 Cedar Arts Center, in Corning. The opening was
scheduled for Friday, 1/17/14, 5-7 p.m. Kevin will have a large,
1/16 scale replica of his grandparents’ 1919 Millerton farm
buildings, created from scraps, veneer and toys, a self portrait
digital painting, and pencil-on-paper and chalk-on-paper images.
The exhibit runs until March 21, 2014.

Cash OUT

Bruce indicated that photographs are needed to exhibit at the
Native Bagel and at the Warehouse Theatre. Sandy Foor had her
first exhibit, and she sold three photographs. Images are needed
for February, March and April. Anyone with photographs at the
Warehouse needs to pick them up.
Paul Bozzo will have a solo art exhibition of photographs and
paintings at the Gmeiner during the month of February. The
opening reception will be on Sunday, February 2, 2014, 2-4:00
PM. One room will feature black-and-white photos and drawings,
and the main room will display color images.
The February program will be by Mia Lisa Anderson, “The Visual
Tool Box: Photographic Resources and Inspiration.” For March,
the program will be by Wolfram Jobst, “Trip to Turkey.” Upcoming
critique themes: February, “Winter;” critique leader David
Ralph. March, “Two Photos of the Same Subject from Different
Perspectives;” critique leader Paul Bozzo.

$1492.77

Cash IN
(Dues)

$470.00

GCPC - wireless mouse

$39.75
$1923.02

Ending Balance

Respectfully Submitted,
Gary Thompson, Treasurer

2014 Club Dues
Are Now Being Accepted
Please bring your cash or check (payable
to GCPC) to the February meeting or
send your dues to the GCPC treasurer:
Gary Thompson
285 Owen Hollow Road
Big Flats, NY 14814
Individual: $20.00
Family: $35.00

The question was raised as to how many people would be
interested in a day long workshop on NIK filters. It was estimated
that at least 10 people would be needed, at $35 to make it a go.
Members were directed to talk to Gary Thompson during the
break.
Lonny Frost suggested that the Club have a Facebook page.
Bruce introduced the program speaker, Kenneth A. Meyer, who
presented a workshop for beginners to make a photo presentation
suitable for use at the Club, such as for a critique session.
The critique theme, “Happy,” was led by Gary Thompson. There
were 13 images submitted for critique by members.
Respectfully submitted,
David Ralph (With the assistance of Mia Lisa Anderson)

©Ann Kamzelski
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By the Light of Day
I am fortunate enough to live in two
spectacular locations, each with
a wonderful view from the living
room. In Pennsylvania we look
out over a large field and wooded
hillsides. This is an east-facing view.
In Florida we face south looking
out over a tidal marsh full of
wading birds. Because I see these
scenes over and over each day I
have learned about the nuances
in color and contrast, and what
to expect at different times of the
day. In PA, I see sunrises and backlit
spider webs in the morning. The
afternoon can present illuminated
clouds and I can tell when I am going to see rainbows. In the
fall the colored
leaves
just
glow in the
late afternoon.
F l o r i d a
mornings have
golden light
playing across
the
water
and
grasses
of the marsh
with flocks of
birds
flying
overhead,
while the afternoon skies vary in color depending on what
kind of sunset is happening. I can also tell from my FL view
if it is worth my time to run out to do some sunrise or sunset
photography. You will notice that I don’t mention the scene in
the middle of the day.
I am sure that you have heard about the “magic hour” in
reference to taking photographs. This is the time of day just
after sunrise and just before sunset. The sun is low in the sky
and has a much warmer (yellow/red) tone. The shadows are not
as harsh and there is little glare. It is said that these are the best
times for landscape shooting. And in general, that is correct. It
behooves you get up early or stay out later to capture images in
this enchanted light. Sometimes I look at a scene and just know
that the light is magical. I have learned this by observation and
experimentation. A great exercise to help you understand how
light effects the landscape is to take a series of pictures of the
same scene from the same location at different times of day and
compare the results.

4

Ann-ecdotes
Ann Kamzelski presents
tips, techniques, and
creative ideas for getting
great photos.

On a recent trip to Utah I decided to do just that. In Zion National
Park there is a place behind the museum where you can see the
sun light the mountains as it rises. I took several shots of this
event. Each one was different even though they were taken only
15 minutes apart.

I then stopped back at the same place later in the day to
take more shots (See page 5). The mid- afternoon lighting, as
expected, was not very good. However, I did a series of shots at
different exposures and blended them in a high dynamic range
(HDR) program to eliminate some of the deep shadows. The
resulting image was much more pleasing than the single shot. I
will discuss HDR in more depth next month.
(Continued on page 5)
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We ended our trip out west with one night in Las Vegas prior
to an early morning flight home. We stayed at the Belliago
hotel where I requested a room overlooking their famous
fountains. To our delight, they upgraded us (who knows
why!!) to a suite on the 20th floor with a wonderful view. I
took some photographs out the window at 3 pm using HDR,
again at twilight and finally at night. They are three vastly
different images, however, I like all three of them.
If you know you are going someplace interesting, try to
plan your visit during the early morning or late afternoon.
Overnight stays are the best, because you may get the
chance to photograph the location at both good times. As
you can see, even if you can’t be somewhere at the perfect
time, in some cases, you can still capture pleasing images
with a little effort. But there have been times when no matter
what I tried, I didn’t like the results. Of course, you will never
know until you try.

Visit Ann’s website at photoartbyann.com/
Text and images by Ann Kamzelski

A Note About the Cover Photo
by Ken Meyer
This scene was shot from close to the water’s edge on the western side of the Olympic Peninsula
a few hours beyond Seattle; we lucked out with a break in the rain and had to negotiate a slick,
muddy trail and a lot of stairs to get to the beach from the parking lot. The “sea stacks” and
general view were among the most spectacular we’ve ever seen. My camera, a Nikon SLR, was
on a tripod to get the framing right. The photo was taken with a 24-70 mm lens/polarizer at
an ISO of 250 at f11, 1/80 second.

5

The Grand Canyon Photography Club
www.gcphotoclub.org

January Critique: Happy

©Nancy Bickham

©Mia Lisa Anderson

©Ann Kamzelski

©Mary Card
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©Paul Bozzo

©Bob Bair

©Sarah Wagaman
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©Sandy Foor

©Sharon Connolly

©Lonny Frost

©Jack Preston

©Kev Card

©Judith Giddings
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GCPC Member, Kev Card, a featured artist at 171 Cedar Arts Center
Article and photos by Gary T

The exhibit "Salvaged: Outsider Art in the Southern
Tier" is an interesting collection of art exclusively by selftaught artists.
These artists are what some art critics refer to as "naive"
artists, whose work is not informed by movements in art
history or theory. They are excluded from the circle of
educated artists who learn to work with formal aspects of
art such as color, line, form, texture, and space, or precise
techniques and specialized materials.
The work was never intended for display in a gallery, or for
sale; the artists simply felt compelled to make art, and
then made it, using whatever materials were at hand,
whatever techniques they could imagine, whatever colors
or forms presented themselves in that interface between
sight and vision.
Kev and Mary Card at Gallery Opening

One of Kevs' art pieces, the Card Farm; a multi-media installation, is a 1/16 scale representation of
Cards' grandfather's farm.
"The reason that I make art is probably the same reason that a beaver builds dams. It is just my
nature ~ Kev Card"
To see Kev's work on display:
Houghton Gallery
171 Cedar Arts Center
Corning, NY
January - March 21, 2014
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Article, images, and layout
are by Gary Thompson
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GCPC 2014 Calendar of Events

Meetings are at 7 p.m. on the 2nd Tuesday of every month
at the Gmeiner Art & Cultural Center unless otherwise noted.

Mini-solo Shows at the Native Bagel, Central Avenue, Wellsboro: February, Lillian Van Campen;
March, Yvonne Lloyd; April, Nancy Bickham.
The Warehouse Theatre: Various members.
February 11: Mia Lisa Anderson, The Visual Toolbox:
Photographic Resources & Inspiration; Theme, Winter,
Critique leader, David Ralph.
March 11: Wolfram Jobst, Trip to Turkey ; Theme, Two
photos of the same subject from different perspectives,
Critique leader, Paul Bozzo.
April 8: Ken Meyer, Wildflowers ; Theme, Black & White,
Critique leader, Paul Bozzo.
May 13: To Be Announced; Theme, Wildflowers, Critique leader, TBA.
June 10 Annual Photo Outing at Ann Kamzelski’s; No
critique.

July 8: Lee Hoar, Birds, Bees, and Butterflies ; Theme, Be
Creative, Critique leader, Ann Kamzelski.
August 12: Paul Bozzo, Working with Multiple Images:
Montages ; Theme, Architectural Details, Critique leader, Ann Kamzelski.
September 9: Eric Smith, Photojournalism and Free
Lance Work ; Theme, Summer Fun, Critique leader, Ann
Kamzelski.
October 14: Bruce Dart, Studio Photography ; Theme,
Threes, Critique leader, Ann Kamzelski.
November 11: Four for the Road ; Theme, Emulate a
masterpiece (painting or photo), Critique leader, Ann
Kamzelski.
December 9: Holiday Party ; No critique; Your three
favorite photos for the slide show.

Please contact Bruce Dart at bdphoto@ ptd.net if you are interested in displaying your photos at the Native Bagel
or if you have images suitable for display at the Warehouse Gallery.

Mystery Macro
No one guessed last
month’s Mystery Macro,
dried flowers.

Check out this month’s
Mystery Macro
and send your guess to
wgiddings@epix.net

©Paul Bozzo

©Maggie Holmes
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February 11 Meeting At a Glance
Program: Mia Lisa Anderson, The Visual Toolbox:
Photographic Resources and Inspiration
Critique: David Ralph, Winter
Beverage and Snacks: David Ralph and Linda Sichel
Set up: Paul Bozzo
©Kev Card

Check Out These Websites
Low Light Photography: How to Shoot Without a Tripod. If you’ve ever been out without
a tripod, here are some great tips on how to get a decent photo. Did you know that proper
camera holding techniques can help prevent camera shake?
http://digital-photography-school.com/low-light-photography-shoot-without-tripod
Perspective in Photography: Don’t Just Stand There, Move Your Feet.
Next month’s critique is the same subject from different perspectives. Here are some ideas
http://digital-photography-school.com/perspective-photography-dont-just-stand-movefeet
Jesse Kalisher’s Photography Tips #4, Perspective Tips on how to get great shots from
different perspectives.
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1d1FwhtBoLQ
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©Dwaine Gipe

