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Wildflower and Nature Photography
On April 8, at 7 pm, at the
Gmeiner Art and Cultural
Center in Wellsboro,
PA,
Grand
Canyon
Photography
Club
member Ken Meyer will
tempt us with spring and
summer images and tips
about Wildflower and
Nature Photography.
After a long, hard winter
most of us are ready for
the snow and ice to melt
and we look forward to
better weather. With the
longer, warmer days that will soon be here, the skunk cabbage
will be poking its foliage through any remnants of snow in the
woods. Not long thereafter
(usually
mid-April),
the
dandelion-like Coltsfoot will
begin flowering as the earth
warms.
This month’s program on
spring and summer flowers
will include a variety of
photographs taken during
many of Ken’s wanderings
across the local fields and
woods. Several club members
have been on outings with
him when he took a few of
those shots. The program
will build on the PowerPoint
presentation that he gave to
the club in January showing a
collection of local wildflower
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pictures that he’s taken
over the years. He will
discuss how to identify
wildflowers and some of
the techniques used to
photograph them. He will
conclude by talking about
how one can enhance
the appearance of flower
pictures using basic photo
processing software.
Like many of you, Ken is
really looking forward to
spring wildflower walks. He
will lead one for our group
sometime in late April or
early May. The date will be
announced as the weather warms.
Ken is a retired professor
from Mansfield University
and a long-standing
member and former
president of this club.
His background includes
teaching botany and
a plant identification
(taxonomy)
course
for many years during
which time he became
keenly interested in floral
photography. Near the
end of his professional
career, he also did some
botanical research for the
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Resource Management
Division of the National Park Service in Wyoming.
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President’s Message

2014 Officers:
President: Bruce Dart
Vice President: Mia Lisa Anderson
Treasurer: Gary Thompson
Recording Secretary: David Ralph
Corresponding Secretary:
Judith Giddings

Directors:
2013-2014: Nancy Bickham; Ken Meyer

Committee
Chairpersons:
Newsletter: Judith Giddings
Membership: Gary Thompson
Exhibits: Bruce Dart
Publicity: Lonny Frost

For more information, please contact:
Bruce Dart
E-mail: president@gcphotoclub.org

“You don’t take a photograph, you
make it.” ~Ansel Adams

“Arch Springs” near Tyrone, PA,
where the stream has cut an arch through the limestone
© Bruce Dart
We have all been anxiously awaiting
the coming of Spring, fields and trees
with buds and things turning green
and the colorful explosion of the
flowers. Last Fall when the planning
committee gathered to discuss programs and themes, they pretty much
nailed the timing with our resident
biologist/botanist, Dr. Ken Meyer,
with a program on Wildflowers. Ken,
I’m sure, will share with us about the
coming flowers of Spring, what flowers and where to find them.
Many photographers find it harder
to get motivated on the blah days
of Winter. Ice formations and Winter
Wonderland images can be intriguing but overcast days on brown, bare
fields just don’t do much to motivate
most of us. Spring, on the other hand,
gets us out with a vigor...ready to be
creative. The recent photo magazines
are touting the “golden hour” images
of early morning and late evening
and pointing to numerous National
Parks as places to find wonderful
sights. Dewitt Jones, one of my favorite photographers and columnists, is
a former National Geoegraphic photographer, author and teacher who
started a web site and a blog on “Celebrate What’s Right With the World.”

In the Spring, most of us find it easier
to get out and create images. Very
soon the anchor of the blahs will be
lifted and we shouldn’t have any excuses left for not getting out with our
cameras.
Helping to keep each other motivated
is something I think camera groups
ought to do and it’s something I think
GCPC does pretty well. Now it’s time to
head outdoors with cameras and renew our excitement for photographing. With flowers it is often good to
remember Tony Sweet’s advice to
clump them together in groups of
three for more interest and to make
sure your most prominent subject is
the sharpest.
In my Navy days, when one of the
three of us in our office had a great
photo or article we worked on in the
base newspaper -- after the congratulations - the other two were challenged “OK, next week you create
a better one,” and so we supported
and motivated each other. Borrowing from a Civil War Navy hero who
later became Fleet Admiral, David
Farragut, “Damn the torpedoes. Full
speed ahead!!”
Bruce Dart
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Minutes of March 11, 2014
President Bruce Dart called
the meeting to order, with
over 40 members and guests
in attendance.
Treasurer Gary Thompson
announced that the Club
provided the Green Free
Library with two more years
subscription to Shutterbug
and Digital Photo magazines.
Measures have been taken to
have the Club notified when
the subscriptions are likely to
run out so they can be timely
renewed.
Bruce indicated that three
more members are needed
to prepare a 10-minute
mini-presentation for the
November 2014 program.
The
much
anticipated
program for the evening
was a travelogue by Wolfram
Jobst, “Photo Excursion - Faces
of East Anatolia.” Wolfram
travelled through Istanbul
and then historic portions

of eastern Turkey with a 12
member photographic tour
group. The group was led by
a professional photographer.
This is essentially the same
group with whom he travelled
to Oman two years ago.
Wolfram’s excellent photos,
many in very good light,
showed the advantages, to a
very good and experienced
photographer, of travelling
with fellow photographers
and with a guide who knows
photography, compared to
traveling with a typical tour
group where photographic
opportunities are not a
priority.
The photo critique scheduled
for 3/11/14 may possibly be
rescheduled to a date yet to
be determined.
Respectfully submitted,
David Ralph

		
Treasurer’s
Report for March 2014
$2203.02

Beginning Balance
Cash IN

$60.00

(Dues)

-0-

Cash OUT
(Green Free Library Magazine Subscription )

$54.92
$2208.10

Ending Balance

Respectfully Submitted,
Gary Thompson, Treasurer

Last Call: 2014 Club Dues
To continue receiving the newsletter,
please bring your cash or check (payable
to GCPC) to the April meeting or send
your dues to the GCPC treasurer:
Gary Thompson
285 Owen Hollow Road
Big Flats, NY 14814
Individual: $20.00
Family: $35.00

©Gary Thompson
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Ann Kamzelski presents
tips, techniques, and
creative ideas for getting
great photos.

Three Hours in Cedar Key
I’m sorry, I didn’t mean for this to happen. It didn’t start out
this way, but I couldn’t help myself..........
It was a dark and stormy
night....not really!
It
was a calm and overcast
day; perfect lighting for
taking wildflower photos.
I decided to head out of
Cedar Key to photograph
the Drummond Phlox
growing in profusion
along the roadside a
short way off the island.
I didn’t get a very early
start, but because it was
overcast, it didn’t matter.
I arrived at the location
about 10:30am. I took
some shots and started
the drive back toward home.

Just down the road I stopped
at the River Walk that is
in the Lower Suwannee
Wildlife Refuge to shoot the
trail lined with Butterweed.
Then I said, “Oh well, since
I am here I might as well
drive the 9 mile loop road
through the Refuge”. About
3 or 4 miles down the road I
paused to take photographs
of the wild Dixie Iris that
grow in the swamps and
wet roadsides.
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Ann-ecdotes

I got back into
the car and hadn’t
gone a quarter
mile when I got to
Pond 6. There sat
a 5 foot alligator
posing for me.
I drove another
half mile where
I came upon a
patch of Horrible
Thistle. People may call them “horrible” but butterflies
love them. I got a nice shot of a Palamedes Swallowtail
feeding on the flower.
Then it struck me!
What a wonderful
place I live in! In just
under an hour, I had
taken
photographs
of a field of flowers, a
flower rimmed trail, a
water iris, an alligator
and a butterfly.
I
needed to rush back
to Cedar Key and see
if I could continue my
adventure by finding
more subjects there.
I got home and switched from my car to my golf cart; my
favorite mode of transportation on the island. It goes
slow (we call him “Pokey”) so you have the opportunity
to see lots of stuff and it is small so you can pull over and
park almost anywhere. It is the perfect vehicle for taking
photographs.
I drove to the
cemetery to
shoot
the
Spanish moss
draped trees
that
were
surrounded
by
azalea
bushes.
(Continued on page 5)
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Then around the back of
the cemetery where I know
the Great Horned Owl has a
nest. I stopped to do a few
errands before my next stop at the dock downtown where
I found a happy Brown Pelican.

Some crab pots grabbed
my eye as I was heading out
toward the airport. I stopped
to take a photograph of the
colorful Bed and Breakfast
on the way.

Finally, I arrived at the
airport where there is a
perfect Osprey nest for
photos. Mr. Osprey smiled
as I snapped his picture.
By this time, I was getting
tired so I decided to end
my photo spree. I had now
added a cemetery, owl,
pelican, crab pots, colorful
building, egret and osprey
to my list. With a stop at
home and a few errands
in between, in just over
3 hours I had taken some
pretty nice images of twelve
different subjects.
So, I didn’t mean for this to happen, but I just had to write
an article about my escapade. It was fun and just proved
to me, once again, why I love it here so much. The diversity
of photography subjects is outstanding; and I didn’t even
take any photos of the boats, kayaks, clammers, fisherman,
beach, islands marshes, white pelicans, dolphins or
plethora of other subjects available here. Oh, and don’t
forget the sunrises and sunsets. There is something for
everyone.
If I am sounding like a walking advertisement it is because
I have always felt that this location would be a wonderful
place for a photography tour. A few years ago several
couples from the Wellsboro area came here and had a
wonderful time. I would love to do something like that
again.

A Great Egret was conveniently feeding along the edge of
the water along the road.

I know it is a long way off, but March is an ideal time to
come here and it is also one of the most popular times
for “snowbirds,” so housing options get taken quickly. If
anyone thinks that they might like to have their own
photo adventure in Cedar Key next year, let me know and I
will start making arrangements. It would be best if people
came the same week so that the “tour guide” doesn’t get
stressed. You can contact me at kamzel@epix.net if you
are interested.

Visit Ann’s website at photoartbyann.com/
Text and images by Ann Kamzelski
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Let There Be Music—Legally
Mia Lisa Anderson

As photographers, we watch over our photographs like children,
carefully monitoring where they go and who is using them. We
take the time to create watermarks in Photoshop and apply
them to our images. We make sure the Exif data is complete with
our name, address, etc. Sometimes we even go all the way and
register our copyright with the United States Copyright Office.
We carefully resize before posting online so they are not too
big, but not too small either. Yes, we do everything we can to
protect our images. So imagine attending a presentation at MU,
browsing the Internet, or looking through a Wellsboro brochure
and suddenly recognizing one of your photographs—used
without permission, without credit, and without compensating
you in any way for the creative vision and hard work that went
into making that image. “Hey! They can’t just take my work!”
But photographers are not the only creative individuals out
there. Painters, sculptors, and musicians, for example, all put
time, effort, and skill into creating works of art. The work of the
individual who composes words and music is as precious to
them as ours is to us. So why would we infringe on a musician’s
copyright when we are including background music for a
slideshow or video presentation?
Make no mistake—just because material is “out there” on the
Internet or can be easily accessed digitally does not mean it is in
the public domain and free for the taking. Unless you purchase
an appropriate license to use a song, you are breaking the law if
you include it as part of your presentation to a group.
I am not a lawyer nor am I an expert in copyright. I have done
some Internet research and discovered that while music written
before 1922 is in the public domain, as a rule of thumb, there are
no sound recordings of music in the public domain in the United
States. This means you can’t find an old recording of “The Yellow
Rose of Texas” (copyright 1853) and put it in your presentation.

Now, I know, in the grand scheme of things, many view this
as a harmless infraction-sort of like recording movies from
HBO. You’re probably not going to be found out and fined.
Nevertheless, it is wrong, and if that isn’t enough for you, think
of it in terms of someone stealing and duplicating one of your
treasured photographs for their own purposes.
So, what can you do? It is possible to purchase licenses on music
for use in slideshows and video. Two places I have used for this
purpose are http://www.jewelbeat.com/ and http://danosongs.
com/.
Jewelbeat offers individual songs for $2.99 each, or you can
purchase an entire CD of music for $9.99. For all the music you
purchase, you will receive a license for usage. You can search
by genres like pop, inspirational, motivational, orchestral, etc.
Virtually any kind of music is available.
At danosongs, you have the option of purchasing original music
or, if you credit the composer in your presentation, you can
use the music royalty free. He clearly states what the music can
be used for on the home page of his web site. Like jewelbeat,
you will receive a license for usage with any music that you
purchase.
I’m sure there are other options available for obtaining music
properly, and I urge everyone to do research on the subject.
It takes more time, effort, and money to follow the law, but I
encourage everyone who is doing any type of presentation or
creating a video to license the music they use.
It would be a sad kind of irony if in delivering a presentation
aimed at encouraging creative expression through photography,
we misused the creative product of a musical artist.

A Note About the Cover Photo
by Dwaine Gipe

Friday 3/29/2014 was a cold, gray sky day. My wife Betty
alerted me to a goose buildup on Montoursville’s Indian
Park Lake. Upon arrival, I believe well over a thousand birds
were getting ready to depart. There was little time to plan or
think. Basically I parked broadside to the lake, left the heater
running, rolled down the window and began shooting as they
left. A hundred shots and half an hour later the show was all
over as the sun settled into the Western Sky.
Equipment: Window sand bag, Canon 7D, 17 X 55mm
f/2.8L IS zoom, set 51mm, f/5.6 RAW, 1/800sec., ISO 800.
Post Management Photoshop 6.
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Spring blossoms will soon be evident
on the tree and bush and greener grass
will also make sights like this even
better for photos. ~Bruce Dart

©Paul Bozzo

©Bruce Dart
©Paul Bozzo

Making Lemonade by Bruce Dart, CPP, Cr. Photog.
We are all familiar with old adage of “when life hands you lemons, make lemonade.” This, however, is not so much about
making lemonade as it is about maximizing your opportunities.
One of the old Sesame Street programs when my kids were little had a guy going hunting for elephants. He didn’t see
any elephants so he says, “I’ll hunt for lions.” Then there is this elephant following him. “I don’t see any lions, I think I’ll
hunt...” and the lion is next in line. He didn’t see the game because he never turned around. Sometimes we are “hunting” a
particular photo opportunity and because we are focused on that, lose sight of something in front of us.
I have been a “people” photographer for the past 35 years, doing portraits, weddings, events, and all the usual sorts of
things. More recently, I have devoted more time to local camera clubs and spent quite a bit of free time pursuing nature
and landscape images. In professional print competitions, most of my focus for over two decades has been people, but
after creating some artistic scenic and theme images, I decided to incorporate them into shows and print competitions.
We have a group of photographers who meet locally to study advanced photography techniques and composition.
Generally, we “kick it up a notch.” An assignment to photograph “reflections” led to an image at a car cruise that just got a
blue ribbon at a professional print competition. Similarly, a trip to Pittsburgh and the Cathedral of Learning created a print
that got another blue.
There is no reason to stop looking, thinking and creating just because the subject in front of you is not your usual one.
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“Here’s what happens when you have your camera on the eagle
and he/she decides to take off right at you.” ~Ann Kamzelski
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GCPC 2014 Calendar of Events

Meetings are at 7 p.m. on the 2nd Tuesday of every month
at the Gmeiner Art & Cultural Center unless otherwise noted.

Mini-solo Shows at the Native Bagel, Central
Avenue, Wellsboro: April, Nancy Bickham.
The Warehouse Theatre: Various members.
April 8: Ken Meyer, Wildflowers ; Theme, Two photos
of the same subject from different perspectives, Critique
leader, Paul Bozzo.
May 13: Jim Montanus: Photography Is In My Blood;
Theme, Wildflowers, Critique leader, TBA.
June 10 Annual Photo Outing at Ann Kamzelski’s; No
critique.
July 8: Lee Hoar, Birds, Bees, and Butterflies ; Theme, Be
Creative, Critique leader, Ann Kamzelski.

August 12: Paul Bozzo, Working with Multiple Images:
Montages ; Theme, Architectural Details, Critique leader, Ann Kamzelski.
September 9: Eric Smith, Photojournalism and Free
Lance Work ; Theme, Summer Fun, Critique leader, Ann
Kamzelski.
October 14: Bruce Dart, Studio Photography ; Theme,
Threes, Critique leader, Ann Kamzelski.
November 11: Four for the Road ; Theme, Emulate a
masterpiece (painting or photo), Critique leader, Ann
Kamzelski.
December 9: Holiday Party ; No critique; Your three
favorite photos for the slide show.

Please contact Bruce Dart at bdphoto@ ptd.net if you are interested in displaying your photos at the Native Bagel
or if you have images suitable for display at the Warehouse Gallery.

Mystery Macro
How observant are you?

No one guessed last
month’s Mystery Macro,
candle light

©Judith Giddings

Check out this month’s
Mystery Macro
and send your guess to
wgiddings@epix.net

©Judith Giddings
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Congratulations to Jack Preston who won
the March 2014 photo contest at Hoyer’s
Photo in Williamsport, PA. The theme for
Marcch was Water/Liquid. Jack’s image is
titled “Oil, Water, and a Garcia tie.”
Check out the photo contest on the Blog at
Hoyer’s website. There is no cost to enter and
the prize is a professional camera cleaning and
a large print of the winning entry.

©Jack Preston

Check Out These Websites
How to Effectively Combine Aperture and Shutter Speed Most of us understand the
basics of shutter speed and aperture, but we may not always apply them in different
circumstances. Here are some practical tips for using your camera’s aperture priority (Av)
and shutter priority (Tv) settings. http://tinyurl.com/kjw3jcj
Sunset Photography Tips Video Tutorials Have you been frustrated trying to get good
photos of sunrises and sunsets? Here are some tutorials on how to get more color in your
sunset shots. Both videos are quite basic, but good reminders for all of us. http://digitalphotography-school.com/sunset-photography-tips-video-tutorials/
25 Ways to Jump Start Photography Inspiration Some ideas to get your creativity going.
http://www.diyphotography.net/25-ways-to-jump-start-photography-inspiration/

April 8 Meeting At a Glance
Program: Ken Meyer, Wildflower & Nature Photography
Critique: Paul Bozzo, Two Photos of the Same Subject”
From Different Perspectives
Beverage: Suzan Richar
Snacks: Nancy Bickham
Set up: Lonny Frost
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