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Annual Holiday Festivities

©Gary Thompson

The Grand Canyon Photography Club will celebrate the
holiday season with its annual party on Tuesday, December
9th beginning at 7 pm. at the Gmeiner Art and Cultural
Center in Wellsboro, PA. Members are asked to bring finger
foods and snacks to share. The club will provide beverages.

critique@gcphotoclub.org by December 2. Set the longest
side of each image to 1024 pixels.
Plan to join us in viewing members’ favorite photos this
year.

Just in time for holiday shopping, Rob Colley, owner of
Hoyer’s Photo Supply in Williamsport, will be bringing
examples of new photographic items. Following a family
tradition of providing “everything photographic” since 1935,
Rob opened the new Hoyer’s store on Washington Boulevard
in February 2013. Rob will be sharing some of the latest in
cameras and accessories available at Hoyer’s.
A highlight of the December meeting is a slide show of
members’ favorite images taken throughout the year. Mia
Lisa Anderson will be putting together the show this year and
she invites members to submit up to three of their favorite
images taken in 2014. Please send your digital images to
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President’s Message
REFLECTIONS ON A GOOD YEAR

2014 Officers:
President: Bruce Dart
Vice President: Mia Lisa Anderson
Treasurer: Gary Thompson
Recording Secretary: David Ralph
Corresponding Secretary:
Judith Giddings

Directors:
2013-2014: Nancy Bickham; Ken Meyer

Committee
Chairpersons:
Newsletter: Judith Giddings
Membership: Gary Thompson
Exhibits: Bruce Dart
Publicity: Lonny Frost

For more information, please contact:
Bruce Dart
E-mail: president@gcphotoclub.org
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In these seasons of Joy and
Thanksgiving
it
is
always
appropriate to pause and reflect
on the whole year. We spent a year
of learning, sharing and advancing
photography.....not only our own,
but the collective expertise of the
Grand Canyon Photography Club.
I think that is a big part of what
makes the club strong. There was
great programming this past year,
and we did it mostly with our own
members (not counting the great
Jim Montanus program). Just let
that sink in a moment.
Over the years I have discovered
two important things about
photography education. FIRST,
there have been many who profess
that one must travel far and wide
in order to learn and find the best
places to photograph. While that
can be fun and exciting, it does not
have to be the one and only solution.
GREAT photos are all around us.We
can explore a great subject with
a different vision, perhaps create
an even greater image! SECOND,
some photographers have the
mistaken impression that once
you have seen a seminar from a
photographer you have learned
all you can from them. Wrong!
Each teacher (a good one at any
rate) has much more to offer than
can be possibly absorbed in one

or two seminars and, like us, they
continue to grow, expand upon
their ideas and reach new levels.
OK, a third item came to mind.
Regardless of our level of expertise,
each of us has something we can
share with others that they might
not know. It is surprising sometimes
that you can share some little
thing that you assume everyone
knows, especially those whom
you consider more advanced than
you, and you find that they were
not aware of that simple little tip
and, in turn, they share a tip with
you that perhaps you should have
known but didn’t. Everyone wins
with that practice.
We have another great lineup
of programs in store, beginning
with a video from Tony Sweet.
He continues to offer interesting
and creative works of art. There
will be a couple of “door prizes “
as well for the January meeting.
The themes our advisory group
came up with in our brainstorming
session offer creative challenges as
well as opportunities for fun with
our photography. Head into a new
year with an idea that we have yet
to create our best work....no matter
how good we are.
Bruce Dart

Reflections of the Adirondack Mountains from the Vermont side of Lake
Champlain. Not only a year-end subject but reflections will be one of
our monthly themes next year.
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Minutes of November 11, 2014
President Bruce Dart called the meeting to order. He
introduced Mia Anderson who presented the Nominating
Committee’s report as follows:
The 2015 Nominating Committee consisted of Mia
Lisa Anderson, Vice President and Gary Thompson,
Treasurer, Chairperson. The committee was appointed
by President Bruce Dart in October.
The committee communicated via e-mail and after
determining all nominees were members in good
standing, presented the following slate of GCPC
officers for 2015:
President: Bruce Dart
Vice President: Mia Lisa Anderson
Treasurer: Gary Thompson
Recording Secretary: David Ralph
Corresponding Secretary: Judith Giddings
Directors for 2015-2016: Paul Bozzo and Suzan
Richar
Lee Hoar made a motion to accept the slate as presented.
Ann Kamzelski seconded. After closing further

nominations from the floor, Bruce called for a vote on the
motion. Motion carried.
Bruce reminded everyone that the December meeting
is the club holiday party. Suzan Richar volunteered to
be in charge of refreshments. Mia will once again be
responsible for putting together the member slideshow.
Please send her no more than three of your favorite
images from 2014 by the first Tuesday in December.
Bruce introduced the first speaker of the evening’s
program-“Three for the Road”- Dwaine Gipe. Dwaine
presented a slideshow of his images. He was followed
by David Ralph and an introductory program on Infrared
Photography. Judith Giddings then passed out her
handout on preparing videos for youtube.
After refreshments, Ann Kamzelski led the critique on
“Emulate a Masterpiece.”
Respectfully submitted,
Mia Lisa Anderson
Vice President

Treasurer’s
Report for November 2014
		
Beginning Balance
Cash IN (Dues)
Cash OUT
Ending Balance

$1,597.32

20.00
-0$1,617.32

Respectfully Submitted,
Gary Thompson, Treasurer

©Paul Bozzo
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Ann Kamzelski presents
tips, techniques, and
creative ideas for getting
great photos.

Creating a Watermark
There are times when you are sending a photo to someone via
email or another method that you want to make sure that the
image is not copied. To assist in making this happen you may
want to add a watermark to the photograph. A watermark,
according to the Merriam-Webster dictionary, is a design or
symbol (such as the maker’s name) that is made in a piece of
paper and that can be seen when the paper is held up to the
light. Since we are dealing with digital images, the watermark is
added to the photo and made a permanent part of the image.
There are several ways that you can add a watermark. I will tell
you how to do some of these. But first let me discuss copyright.
Copyright is (Merriam-Webster definition again) the exclusive
legal right to reproduce, publish, sell, or distribute the matter
and form of something (as a literary, musical, or artistic work).
The copyright symbol © is used before your name to signify that
you are the individual who has this exclusive right.
Now back to creating a watermark. All of my examples will be
created using Photoshop Elements but you can do similar things
with other editing programs. Of course, you should always
duplicate the original file and work only on the duplicate. My
example is a simple photograph so you can see the watermarks
better. I will also give one example of a more complex image for
comparion.
1 – Simple Text - The
simplest way to add
a watermark is to just
type your name on the
photograph. Select the
Type Tool.
Place the
cursor anywhere on the
photo and start typing
your name. The size, color
and style of the font can
be changed once you are
done.
If you want to add the copyright symbol to your text, you will
have to get it from a word processing program, such Word, since
Elements does not have this symbol. Open the word program,
find the symbol and copy it. When you get ready to type on
your photo in Elements, paste the symbol.
I prefer to have the text a lighter color. You can do this by
changing the color of the text itself, or by changing the opacity
of the text. Make sure the text layer is highlighted in the layers
palette at the top right of the window. Go to the Opacity
dropdown and click on the down arrow. Move the slider until
you have the opacity you want. The position, size or angle of the
text can be changed using the Move Tool.
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2 – Multiple Watermarks
- Another technique
that some people use
for watermarks is to put
their name on the image
several times. They do
this to make it harder for
someone to clone or crop
out the watermark. To do
this you just duplicate the
text layer as many times
as you want and move
the copies to different
locations around the image.
3 – Signature - Some
people like to put their
actual signature on the
photograph instead of
programed type. Write
your name on a piece of
white paper with a thick
black marker. Write it large.
Be sure to add the copyright symbol if you want to use it. Take a
photograph of your signature.
Download this image to
your computer. Open the
image in Elements and
using the Magic Wand tool
select your signature. Go
to the top of the page and
select Edit/Copy. (Note:
While the signature is
selected, you can change
the color by selecting
Layer/New Fill Layer/Solid
Color. A pop up box will
appear, click OK and the
color selection box will appear. Pick any color and click OK.)
Now open the destination photograph and select Edit/Paste.
Your signature will appear on the image as a new layer. You may
have to resize the signature using the Move Tool. You can also
change the angle and location while you’re at it.
These classic techniques are okay, but I personally find them
somewhat intrusive. I tend to want the signature at a spot on the
photo that doesn’t distract from the main subject. This makes it
fairly easy for someone to crop or clone over the signature to
remove it. If you make it large or use multiple signatures then it
is hard to someone to really see the photograph. Lately, I have
(Continued on page 5)
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been using transparent text as my watermark. It is readable,
hard to remove and doesn’t distract from the image as much.
4 – Transparent Watermark – Add the desired text or signature
to the photograph as I have
described above. Be sure
to use a fairly bold text or
writing, thin text won’t
show up as well Make sure
that the text it black. With
the text or signature layer
highlighted in the layers
palette, select Layer/Layer
Style/Style Settings at the
top of the page. A pop-up
box will appear. Click on
Bevel. Set the size to 10 px,
the lighting angle to 30% and the direction as UP. Click OK. Now
go to the Blend Mode dropdown above the layers palette. Click
on it and select Screen. The text should appear transparent but
look three dimensional. The text or signature can be moved,
resized or angled just like the other techniques. With this layer
selected, you can also go back the Layer Style settings and
change them for a different look after you have made the text
transparent.
Whatever technique you decide to use, once you have the
complete watermark, you can save the photograph as a PSD

file if you think you are going to edit it later. But normally, you
would flatten all the layers and save the file as a JPEG file which
is a much smaller file.
Note: This article is intended for people who are putting their images
in a location that is not secure. Watermarks are often distracting
and are not needed for club images for critique or for the newsletter,
which is secure.

Text and images by Ann Kamzelski
Visit Ann’s website at photoartbyann.com/

A Note About the Cover Photo

Wolfram Jobst photographed the historical center of
Dresden across the Elbe river showing the Augustus
Bridge to the right and the Catholic Hofkirche in the far
distance. For centuries, Dresden counted among the major
cultural centers in Europe but was nearly bombed out of
existence during WW II. From the ashes it rose again, now
100% restored authentically to its old glamour. In May
2012, Wolfram documented the inner city but none of the
WW II ruins could be spotted. Wolfram’s Dresden images
seem a fitting sequel to his February 2012 exhibition of
travel images at the Gmeiner, “Beauty, Faith, and Power.”
Wolfram’s photo captures the beauty and splendor of
this great city.

©Wolfram Jobst
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November Critique: Emulate a Masterpiece

Interpretation of the style, scene, colors, or technique of another photographer or artist

Emulation of “Clearing Winter Storm” by Ansel Adams
©Ken Meyer

Based on Ansel Adams’ “Rose” ©Yvonne Lloyd
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Similar to James Kaiser’s “Tunnel View”
©Bob Bair

Emulation of Wynn Bullock’s 1955 “Seascape”
©Bruce Dart

Interpretation of Georgia O’Keeffe’s “Near Abiquiu”
©Nancy Bickham
(Continued on Page 7)
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Based on Van Gogh’s “Paris Street”
©Jan Keck

Interpretation of Salvador Dali’s “Persistence of Memory”
©Ann Kamzelski

Capturing the feel of Edward Hopper’s 1960 “Second Story
Sunlight” ©Paul Bozzo

Emulation of Bill Ennis, Best photographer for Wrestling
Magazine ©Dwaine Gipe

Emulation of “Still Life with a Skull and a Writing Quill”
by Pieter Claesz ©Mia Lisa Anderson

(Continued on Page 8)
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Suzan Richar did a reverse emulation, with a
painting that emulated her own photograph.

Capturing the feel of Tony Sweet’s “Summer Flower”
multiple exposure © David Ralph

© Suzan Richar

Interpretation of Tony Sweet’s photo from White
Mountains, NH ©Judith Giddings

Emulation of Bret Michaels portrait by Mark Weiss
©Gary Thompson
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GCPC 2015 Calendar of Events

Meetings are at 7 p.m. on the 2nd Tuesday of every month
at the Gmeiner Art & Cultural Center unless otherwise noted.
Mini-solo Shows at the Native Bagel, Central Avenue,
Wellsboro:December, Mia Lisa Anderson; January,
Bruce Dart; March, Sandy Foor & Sheila Bunch.

June 9 - Creative Photo Shoot at the home of Ann
Kamzelski, no critique

The Warehouse Theatre: Various members.

leader, Ann Kamzelski

July 14 - Colors, Paul Bozzo; Theme, Reflections, critique

January 9: Video by Tony Sweet; Theme, From the
Kitchen, Critique leader, Nancy Bickham

August 11 - Perspective/use of different lenses, Ann

February 10: Black and White, Mia Lisa Anderson; Theme,

September 8 - Architectural photography, Gary

Kamzelski; Theme, Fireworks, low light; Gary Thompson

Water and Ice; Critique leader, Ken Meyer

Thompson; Critique. Leading lines; Ann Kamzelski

March 10: Banff Island Travelogue, Jack Preston; Theme,

October 13 - TBA ; critique, Ruins, Ann Kamzelski

Black and White, Critique leader, Ken Meyer

April 14: Sports Photography, Bill Ennis; Theme, Texture,

Critique leader, Paul Bozzo

May 12 - Low light, David Ralph; Theme, Graffiti/Street

November 10 - Composition, Ken Meyer; Critique,

Autumn Colors, Ann Kamzelski

December 8 - Holiday Party

Art, Critique leader, Gary Thompson

Please contact Bruce Dart at bdphoto@ ptd.net if you are interested in displaying your photos at the Native Bagel
or if you have images suitable for display at the Warehouse Gallery.

Mystery Macro
Maggie Holmes
guessed last
month’s mystery,
the eye of a frog.

How observant are you?

©Ann Kamzelski

What kind of critter goes
with this eye? This series of
Mystery Macros includes a
mix of birds, animals, insects,
& reptiles. Send your guess to
wgiddings@epix.net

©Ann Kamzelski
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December 9 Meeting At a Glance
Holiday Party: Preview of products from
Hoyer’s Photo
Slideshow of favorite photos from 2014
Presented by Mia Lisa Anderson
Everyone brings snacks to share
Beverages: Suzan Richar
©Mia Lisa Anderson

More on Infrared Photography
From David Ralph

Camera Conversion companies:

•
•

www.lifepixel.com
www.maxmax.com

Lifepixel 20% off sale (until 12/31/2014).

An alternative discount most of the time is to get priority
handling for free by clicking through a LifePixel link from
sites such as:
• http://www.luminescentphoto.com/blog/
discounts-and-coupon-codes/
• Nikonians (might require being a member these
days), click through, http://www.nikonians.org/
rewards/
• Deborah Sandidge: http://www.debsandidge.com/
gear/ - Go to MORE and Gear. Coupon code “DEB”
IR Photography sites:

•
•
•
•
©Bruce Dart
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http://www.deborahsandidge.com/
http://tonysweet.com/
https://500px.com/TonySweet
http://www.lifepixel.com/galleries/infraredphotography-gallery

