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With Awe and Wonder...Even in Your Hometown
Bruce Dart presents our images from the May photo outing
the Gmeiner, Dart volunteered to
share the collective results, along
with some commentary about
what makes the images good and
perhaps some tips to take some of
the good images to the next level.
“I know the quality of work
produced by members of the
club,” Dart added, “and I’m looking
forward to seeing and sharing
what was created in May.”
The Grand Canyon Photography Club will meet July 9 at 7 pm at
the Gmeiner Art and Cultural Center in Wellsboro. Professional
photographer Bruce Dart of Mansfield will present images from
the May photo outing in Wellsboro.
“Looking at the sights around
you with awe and wonder,
seeing everything as though
for the first time as through
the eyes of a child, is one of
the secrets for creativity in
photography,” says Bruce,
“and it’s especially hard to
do in a familiar area such as
your hometown or the often
photographed County Seat.”
In May, members of the Grand
Canyon Photo Club faced that
challenge as they wandered
around Wellsboro with a goal
of creatively photographing
landmarks around town.
For the July 9 meeting at

Photos by Bruce Dart

An additional challenge that was
added was to not only create
interesting images but to share
those images with the Wellsboro
Chamber of Commerce as a community service to help promote
our area.
Photographer Bruce Dart has
been owner of the Photos by
Dart portrait studio in Mansfield
for the past 36 years.and more
recently has devoted more
effort to creating landscape
and Fine Art images. In 1986,
the Professional Photographers
of America recognized him in
as a CPP, (Certified Professional
Photographer) and as a
Craftsman Photographer in
2003. Winner of numerous
photo awards, he is the only three-time winner of the Northeast
Pennsylvania Photographers Association’s Photographer of the
Year award.
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GCPC President’s Message

2013 Officers:
President: Lee Hoar
Vice President: Bruce Dart
Treasurer: Gary Thompson
Recording Secretary: Mia Lisa Anderson
Corresponding Secretary:
Judith Giddings

Directors:
2012-2013: Lonny Frost & Rhonda Keller
2013-2014: Nancy Bickham; Open
position

One of the important
parts of our regular
club meetings is the
social time where we
share refreshments
and maybe, more
importantly, a time
we share a little of
what we know about
photography.
© Lee Hoar
The June meeting
is pretty much the same, except that we have four or five hours to
do it. The really neat thing for me is seeing what others do with the
same photo opportunities. Food, drink, and an evening of sharing
photography. It just doesn’t get much better.

Again we need to thank Ann and Ron for all the work that goes into
what was a very enjoyable evening.
Lee

Committee
Chairpersons:
Newsletter: Judith Giddings
Membership: Gary Thompson
Exhibits: Bruce Dart
Shows: Nancy Bickham, David Ralph,
Ann Kamzelski, Mia Anderson
Publicity: Nancy Bickham

© Lee Hoar

© Lee Hoar

For more information, please contact:
Lee Hoar
E-mail: president@gcphotoclub.org

© Lee Hoar
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“Picture Perfect”
August Member Exhibit
Prepare your best images now for the member exhibit at the Gmeiner in August.
• Members in good standing as of June 2013 may
submit up to five (5) photos on Friday evening,
July 26, 5 - 8 pm, or on Saturday, July 27, from
9 am to noon. Each photo must be properly
framed and matted, with squires and wires attached.
• There is a charge of $5 per entry or $20 for five
images, which will be used to cover expenses for
judges, ribbons, and prizes.
• The categories are Eyes, Things, and Places.
There will be prizes for first, second, and third
place in each category, as well as Best of Show
and a People’s Choice award.
• The opening will be Sunday August 4 from 2 - 4
p.m. Prize winners will be honored at 3 pm.
The show will close at 5 pm on Sunday, August
24.
• We need people to bring food for the opening
reception and to help take in the entries on Friday and Saturday, July 26-27. If you can help,
sign up at the July meeting or contact Nancy
Bickham at (570) 724-3893 or silverfox943@
gmail.com .
• Guidelines and entry forms will be emailed to
club members.

		

Treasurer’s Report for June 2013
Beginning Balance

$2392.40

Cash IN

-0-

Cash OUT

-0-

Ending Balance

$2392.40
Respectfully Submitted,
Gary Thompson, Treasurer

© Mia Lisa Anderson

A Note About the Cover Photo

Bruce Dart’s photo, The Old Elm, is a stiched panorama of about seven images shot vertically and
then put together. The spooky sky is from Nik Filters (HDR EFEX and a Granny’s Attic filter). The
stitched image gives a wide angle effect and distorted
edges, due to the differing angles of each shot. The
clouds were there but needed work to bring them out.
A plain photo was not very interesting.
Bruce chose the side view of the tree because it included the old jail building and sheriff’s office, built by
Simon B. Ellliott who was also the builder of North
Hall at Mansfield University.
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Insect Photography

Ann-ecdotes
Ann Kamzelski presents
tips, techniques, and
creative ideas for getting
great photos.

The thing that gave me the inspiration to become serious about
taking pictures was an insect photograph. I had gone to the
camera store to drop off a roll of film (yes, this was a long time
ago!) when I noticed a book for sale that was called Close-ups in
Nature by John Shaw. I picked up the book and started leafing
through it. I saw some magnificent images of insects. I said to
myself, “I want to be able to do that someday.” I bought the book
and the rest is history!

situation. I usually use my 100-400mm lens when shooting
insects under these conditions. They are also moving around
a lot, so using a tripod is impossible. Sometimes they are very
intent on the plant that they are feeding on which can help you
get better shots. Also, because the insects are moving, requiring
a fast shutter speed, it can be difficult to get the whole individual
in focus. And depending on how they are sitting, you may not be
able to get at a good angle to make a pleasing image.

To this day, taking close-up photos of insects is still one of my
favorite things to do. I am fascinated by the intricate details and
colors of these tiny creatures. And the variety is astounding.
Reading John Shaw’s book taught me about shutter speeds,
depth of field and hyperfocal distance. It also instilled in me the
need to use a tripod to create
sharp images. It also cost me
some money because I just had
to have a macro lens and cable
release to take good shots. And
over the years, through trial and
error, I have learned a whole lot
more. Here are some of those
lessons.

Lesson 3 – Photographing
butterflies at a butterfly
house can be fun, but often
reward you with poor results.
There is a wonderful butterfly
house in Gainesville, FL about
an hour from my winter
home. I go there often with
guests. It is attached to the
natural history museum and
is a delightful place to visit.
I have taken hundreds of
photographs there. Just a
handful of them are keepers.
I really enjoy it because of the
number of butterflies and the
variety of species they have
(such colors and patterns!).
However, they have a lot of
foliage that make for very
busy and distracting backgrounds. The butterflies also don’t like
to sit in nice evenly lit locations and usually have shadows on their
wings. Even If you find a subject that is in a nice shaded location,
the backgrounds usually have “hot” spots or other unwanted
features.

Lesson 1 – Insects, especially
butterflies and dragonflies, are
most active on warm sunny days.
This is also the worst time to try
to take their photographs. There
is a lot of contrast and shadows
making it hard to get a nice clean
image. If you are careful about the
background, you can sometimes
get a nice photo. If there are some
clouds in the sky, wait for the
clouds to cover the sun to take the
shot. Note: I have tried using my
body to shade the insect, but most
often this makes them fly away.
Lesson 2 – When insects are active (warm sunny days) it can be
hard to get close to
them.
All creatures
have
a
comfort
distance. If you stay
outside that distance,
they will ignore you,
but get too close and
they are gone. Most
often a macro lens
won’t work in this
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Lesson 4 - THE MAGIC NUMBER IS 55. I have this highlighted
because it is so important. All these years later, I don’t even
remember where I read this, but
somewhere I found out that most
insects can’t fly if the temperature
is 55°F or below. This opened up a
whole new world for me. I now do
most of my insect photography early
in the morning just after the sun rises
on cool days. If there is dew, that is just
an added bonus. The hardest part of
this is finding the insects. In general,
you can usually find dragonflies,
damselflies and spiders near a pond.
I have a nice one a few hundred yards
from my Wellsboro house where I do
(Continued on page 5)
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most of my insect photography. You can also find spiders and
butterflies in open fields with tall grass and weeds. The grasses
grow vertically, so I look for horizontal elements. Dew helps too
since it makes the insects and webs stand out. This doesn’t help
with damselflies though; they rest on grasses and stems lined up
with them to camouflage themselves.
Lesson 5 – You will get wet. I keep a pair
of boots handy for my insect photography.
Tramping through the fields on dewy
mornings is wet work, but it is well worth it.
Also, most of the insects are fairly near the
ground so you get muddy knees to boot.
Lesson 6 – Spider webs are VERY fragile. I
like to photograph spiders on their webs,
especially if the web had dew on it. You
need to have your camera parallel with
the web for the best shot. You must be
extremely vigilant when setting up the
tripod. Many webs have support lines that
extend far out from the main web circle.
If you inadvertently break one of these
support lines the entire web could collapse,
ending your photographic opportunity and
causing the spider to have a really bad day.
Lesson 7 – You can move insects to get better images. Most of the
butterflies and dragonflies snuggle down in the foliage for cover
during the night. For years, I would traipse out in the morning
to photograph insects, find a likely candidate, set up my tripod
and camera at its level, and try
to carefully move leaves and
stems to get a nicer photo. I
took some wonderful pictures
doing this, but I also got a lot of
images where the background
was really distracting or there
was something in front of part
of the insect. Then one day I
was taking shots of skippers
(little guys that look like a
mix between a moth and a
butterfly). I found a plant that
had two skippers on it and took
some shots. Now I know you
have heard me say that odd
numbers are better, so I thought about how great it would be to
have three skippers in the photo. I found a third skipper on another
plant and cut the stem to move the insect. I carefully nudged the
skipper onto the plant with the other two skippers using the stem.
It worked! He moved to the other plant. However, he was facing
the wrong way. I gently touched him with my finger tip and he
moved into the proper position for a great composition.
Visit Ann’s website at photoartbyann.com/

Lesson 8 - That image of the three skippers won me “Best of

Show” in a contest near Philadelphia but, more important, it
gave me the idea of moving the insects onto other plants. I

now carry a tiny tripod and a Plamp* along on my morning jaunts.
I set up the tripod and attach the Plamp. I find a pleasing flower
or other plant and clamp it at eye level (no more bending over for
me). When I find an insect, I carefully move him/her to the new
location and start shooting. I always use a tripod with my camera
and macro lens. I can shoot the creature from any side or angle;
and I can do tight close-ups too. I can also move the whole setup
to a different location for backlighting or front lighting. And, if
you are so inclined, you can place a different background material
behind the insect just like in a portrait photography studio.

I now feel that I can give John Shaw a run for his money. Using my
system, I have a lot of options for my photographs. I get images
that have nice clean backgrounds and have artistic control over
lighting, composition and backgrounds. I still take many images
with the insect in its natural setting, but now I have a choice on
what I want to do.
*Wemberly Plamp with articulating arm and clamp for ~$37 at
B&H or FM Photography McClamp the clamp for ~$45. You could
also use a FM Photography McClamp the stick which sticks directly
into the ground at ~$50.

Text and images by Ann Kamzelski
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June Photo Outing

© Paul Bozzo

©Judith Giddings

© Paul Bozzo

© Paul Bozzo
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Photos on this page by Judith Giddings
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GCPC 2013 Calendar of Events

Meetings are at 7 p.m. on the 2nd Tuesday of every month
at the Gmeiner Center unless otherwise noted.

Mini-solo Shows at the Native Bagel, Central Avenue, Wellsboro: July, Nancy Bickham; September,
Mia Anderson.
The Warehouse Theatre: July, Bruce Dart. Contact
Bruce if you have images to display.
July 9: Program, Street Photos, Bruce Dart, using
members’ photos from May photo shoot; no theme.
August 13: Program, Destination Morocco, Jack
Preston; Theme, Things You Never Take Pictures Of;
Critique leader, TBA.

September 10: Program, Rodeos, Sharon Connolly;
Theme, Railroad/Trains, Critique leader, David Ralph.
October 8: Program, Pennsylvania Country Roads,
Bob Hancock; Theme, Barns and Silos, Critique Leader, Ann Kamzelski.
November 12: Program, What’s In The Bag: Photo
Equipment; Theme, Complimentary Colors, Critique
Leader, Sarah Wagaman.
December 10: Holiday Party; Member slide show.

Please contact Bruce Dart at bdphoto@ ptd.net if you are interested in displaying your photos at the Native Bagel
or if you have images suitable for display at the Warehouse Gallery.

Mystery Macro
Check out this month’s
Mystery Macro
and send your guess to
wgiddings@epix.net

©Dwaine Gipe
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No one guessed last
month’s mystery, a rose
breasted grosbeak!

©Judith Giddings
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June 11 Meeting At a Glance
Program: Bruce Dart, Street Photos
from the May Outing
No Critique
Refreshments: Bruce Dart
and Sharon Connolly

©Bruce Dart

Check Out These Websites
FOUND - A curated collection of photography from the
National Geographic archives in honor of National Geographic
magazine’s 125th anniversary. Photographs reveal cultures
and moments of the past. Many have never been published
and are rarely seen by the public. Bookmark the site and
check back periodically. New images are frequently added.
http://natgeofound.tumblr.com
Capturing Panoramic Photos – Layne Kennedy demonstrates
the techniques that you should use when taking panoramic
photos and the settings that your digital camera needs to be
set to so you get the best shots. He recommends mounting
your DSLR on a tripod with the camera set on manual exposure
and manual focus. You should overlap each picture by a third
so your computer program can seamlessly align the pixels of
each individual shot and create one great panoramic photo.
http://video.ultimatephotoguide.com/video/000951_takingpanoramic-photos/

©Dwaine Gipe

The Benefits of Using a Polarizing Filter - How to use a polarizing
filter to get rid of unwanted reflections on water, windows, leaves
and vegetation, to make colors look more saturated and enhance
details. http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bUNQ9kRTKj4

©Dwaine Gipe
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