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The Grand Canyon Photography Club will feature “Free and 
Low Cost Editing Solutions” at this month’s meeting.  The 
program will be presented by members Mia Lisa Anderson 
and Ken Meyer on Tuesday, February 12, 2013 beginning at 7 
p.m. at the Gmeiner Art & Cultural Center in Wellsboro, PA.

“Photoshop is a great program, but it isn’t in everyone’s 
budget. There are actually quite a few free and low-priced 
alternatives available for editing your photos,” Mia explained. 
In the first part of the program, she will talk about these 
programs, including photo editing apps available for phones.

In the second half of the presentation, Ken will demonstrate 
Adobe Photoshop Elements. Though he typically uses 
Photoshop, he has worked with the latest edition of the 
Elements software. It is a powerful program in its own right, 
and Ken will show many of its features.

Mia is a charter member of GCPC 
and designs and maintains the 
club web site (www.gcphotoclub.
org).   She has had work published 
in Balloon Life, Mountain Home, 
and the 2012 Northern Tier Regional 
Planning Commission Annual  
Report. Her photography has been 
exhibited at Mansfield University 
and the Gmeiner Art & Cultural 
Center. Currently several of her 
images hang in the new Penn 
Wells Lodge. Mia is a member of 
The National Association of Photoshop Professionals (NAPP).  
More of her work can be seen by visiting her web site at www.
throughthelenswellsboro.com

Ken retired from Mansfield University 
after decades of work as a biologist/
ecologist and is an avid amateur 
photographer.  He has long been 
interested in digital photography 
and has participated in numerous 
juried photo exhibits in the Wellsboro 
area, being recognized for his work 
with many awards including one 
from the prestigious Pennsylvania 
Newspaper Association in 2012. He 
was a member of the Keller Group 
which met locally for years and took 
part in two of their exhibits during that time. He has given 
numerous photo presentations to area groups including the 
Audubon Chapter, Garden Clubs, the Grand Canyon Photo 
Club, where he has been a member for a decade, and the 
North Central Professional Photographer’s Association which 
meets in Watsontown, PA.  His photo training in addition to 
working with the Keller Group includes attending workshops 
given by Rob Sheppard, editor of PC Photo and Outdoor 
Photographer, Canadian photographers André Gallant and 
Freeman Patterson, fine art and nature photographer Tony 
Sweet, and photographer and Photoshop guru Ben Willmore. 
Ken’s images have been published in Wellsboro’s Mountain 
Home magazine and also in Pennsylvania’s Northern Tier 
Regional Planning Commission Annual Reports in 2011 and 
2012.

Because their presentations will take more time than the 
typical hour-long time allotment, the critique part of the 
program will not be held this month.

© Chelsea Wagner
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Fresh snow had fallen on December 27th and it was absolutely beautiful 
outside. I decided it would be a great day to hike through my woods with the 
snowshoes and, of course, my camera. At one point during my walk I decid-
ed to sit next to a tree and enjoy the beauty (as I often do) while I listened to 
the birds coming alive after the new snow and watched the stream so peace-
fully flow by (and waited for a form of wildlife to photograph). I noticed my 
snowshoes in the snow along the stream bank made a nice winter image! 

The image was taken hand held on my Canon EOS-1D, ISO 400 f8 1/200 
with a 70-200mm lens at 100mm.      

A Note About the Cover Photo:  
“Snowshoe Weather” by Gary Thompson

Hello to all from sunny Apache 
Junction, Arizona. Last week 
one day we got up and it was 
18 degrees outside, but it was a 
sunny day and the temperature 
went up to 55 degrees rather 
quickly. Now this week was a 
much warmer week 65 to 75, but 
no sun. I’ve sent a picture of the 
results of four days of showers. A 
very fine water puddle in front of 
our park model represents about a quarter of the 8 inch annual rain that 
falls here in the valley.  

The second picture is the 
desert in bloom, taken 
a few years ago.  Four 
days of rain early in the 
year will color the desert 
for about a month in late 
March and early April, but 
without the early rains it’s 
just brown all year.

Photo editing has been 
the most requested 
program for the last two 
years. Mia and Ken have agreed to do this program, but asked to have the 
full two hours, giving them time to cover more in just one meeting.  You 
will still have a break, but there will not be a theme this month. 

Have a wonderful meeting and a special thanks to all that help make it all 
happen.

 Lee

GCPC President’s Message

 ©Lee Hoar

 ©Lee Hoar
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President Lee Hoar called the meeting to order. He 
welcomed everyone and asked guests to introduce 
themselves. Lee stated the minutes of the December 
meeting were in the newsletter, and they would stand 
approved if there were no corrections. He gave the 
current treasury balance as $1,932.40. Paul Bozzo made 
a motion that the treasurer’s report stand approved. 
Sandy Foor seconded. Motion carried.

Ken Meyer took a moment to let members know Bruce 
Dart’s father had recently passed away and asked the 
group to observe a moment of silence in his memory.

Lee introduced Bruce Dart who presented sections 
from the fourth DVD from the digital photography 
series by Karl Taylor.

After the refreshment break, Ken Meyer led the critique 
on the theme of “Weather.”

Respectfully submitted,

Mia Lisa Anderson 
Recording Secretary

Minutes of January 8, 2013 
  
  

Beginning Balance  $1932.40

Cash IN  
     Dues     $415.00    
Cash OUT

  -0-

Ending Balance $2347.40
 
     Respectfully Submitted, 

Gary Thompson, Treasurer

Treasurer’s Report for January 2013

 ©Bill Giddings  ©Ken Meyer

Please bring your cash or check (payable 
to GCPC) to the February meeting or send 
your dues to the GCPC treasurer:

Gary Thompson 
285 Owen Hollow Road 

Big Flats, NY 14814

Individual: $20.00  
     Family: $35.00

2013 Club Dues 
Are Now Being Accepted
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I love to read about and try new photography 
techniques.  Some people enjoy this activity and 
others just don’t.  However, as painful as it may be, 
there are some technical aspects of photography that 
you need to understand if you are going to improve 
your images.  The most dreaded of these is Depth-of-
Field.  This is the distance between the nearest and farthest objects 
in a scene that appear acceptably sharp in an image.  There are 
many numbers involved in understanding this: f-stops, shutter 
speeds, focal length and distances.  All of these contribute to what 
is in or out of focus in a picture.  I will try to describe these things in 
depth (no pun intended) and at the end of the article I will give you 
some generalizations to help you remember these concepts.

Have you ever taken a picture of someone and had a telephone pole 
“growing” out of their head?  How about a shot of a flower where 
some of the petals are blurry?  The camera does not have a brain.  
It is the person behind the camera who makes the decisions about 
how an image will look.  If you allow the camera to take a photo 
on all the automatic settings you may end up with a nice picture 
or you could end up with something that is not at all like what 
you wanted.  There are three different results that you can get in 
respect to depth-of-field.  You can 

have too much in focus (Butterfly 
1) so that part of the image, 
in this case the background, is 
very distracting.  You can have 
too little in focus (Butterfly 2) so 
that the main subject or other 
important elements are blurry.  
Or you can take a picture where 
everything is just right (Butterfly 
3).  Sounds like a fairytale, but it 
is not magic.

The f-stop is the most import part 
of creating photographs where 
you control what is in focus.  This 
relates to the size of the hole 
when the aperture is opened.  
The aperture is what opens to let 
light in through your lens when you take a picture. The larger the 

hole, the less will be in focus and, conversely, the smaller 
the hole the more will be in focus.  The confusing part 
is that the smaller the hole, the larger the f number and 
the larger the hole, the smaller the f number.  Have I lost 
you yet!  If you want a lot in focus then you need a large 
number like f16, while if you want less in focus, then 

you want a small number like f4.  

But that is not the whole (or hole) story.  The f-stop you use and the 
shutter speed are directly related.  The larger the f-stop number 
that you use (smaller hole), the more light you need to get the 
correct exposure (longer time); while a smaller f-stop number 
(larger hole) will require less light (shorter time).  For example, a 
combination of f4 at 1/250 second will give you the exact same 
exposure as f16 at 1/15 second.  A nice website which shows this 
information graphically is: www.photonhead.com/beginners/
shutterandaperture.php

The lens that you are using and how close or far away you are to 
the subject will also come into play.  I have drawn three different 
charts to illustrate this.  I would also suggest that you try some 
experiments of your own so that these concepts will be clearer.

Changing the f-stop – In this chart, you are using the same 24mm 
lens and are standing stationary at 10 feet from the main subject 
on which you are focusing.  You will notice that the smaller f-stop 
(larger hole) will result in a significantly less of the image in focus.

Changing the distance - Using the same 24mm lens, 
the in-focus part of the image changes dramatically as 
you get closer to the subject.  From approximately a 
foot away there are only about six inches of sharp focus! 
 

The 3 D’s 
Ann Kamzelski pres-
ents tips, techniques, 
and creative ideas for 
getting great photos. 

It is the person  
behind the camera who 

makes the decisions 
about how an image 

will look. 

Ann-ecdotes

(Continued on page 5)

The Dreaded Depth-of-Field Discussion

http://www.photonhead.com/beginners/shutterandaperture.php
http://www.photonhead.com/beginners/shutterandaperture.php
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Changing the lens – Once again, the results are vastly different 
depending on the focal length of the lens you use.  The longer the 
lens you use, the less will be in focus with the same f-stop.

So what does all this mean?  
If you want to take a photograph 
of a scenic where everything is 
in focus, then your best bet is 
a wide angle lens with a large 
f-stop, such as a 24mm lens at 
f16, like the shot I took of the 
mountain lake.   

If you want to take a portrait 
of a butterfly (Butterfly 3) with 
a simple background, then a 
longer lens with a smaller f-stop 
is better.  In this case, I used a 
100mm lens at f8.

If you want to take a photo of a 
bird, you may need a long focal 
length lens since you usually 
can’t get very close.  To be sure that you have the subject in focus, 
you would want a large f-stop number.  However, if the bird is 

moving and the lighting 
conditions are not bright, 
a long shutter speed (the 
result of the larger f-stop 
number) will cause the 
bird to be blurry whether 
or not you have the 
correct focus and f-stop.  
In the case of the Royal 
Tern, I used a 400mm 
lens set at 1/500 second 
shutter speed to make 
sure that I would stop 
the movement of the 
bird.  The f-stop for the shot was f5.6.  I had to be very careful to 
focus on the eyes because the depth-of-field was so small.

When you look through the viewfinder, you are seeing the scene 
with the widest f-stop that the lens or camera has.  Even if you 
have set the f-stop to a different number to bring more of the 
image into focus, you will not see the difference.  Some higher-end 
cameras have a depth-of-field preview button.  If you press this 
button while looking through the viewfinder, you will see exactly 
what will be in focus at the settings you are using.  Unfortunately, 
this also makes the lighting in the viewfinder much darker when 
you are using a large f-stop number.  If I am not sure what will be 
in focus, I often take the photo at different f-stops.  With digital 
cameras this is a wonderful option for getting the best image.  It 
only costs you a little time.  When you review your shots, you just 
keep the best one.

To finish, here are some generalizations to try to simplify all this 
information.  

A larger f-stop number will render more of the image in •	
focus (e.g. f16).

A smaller f-stop number will render less of the image in •	
focus (e.g. f4).  

A wide angle lens will render more of the image in focus (e.g. •	
24mm).

A telephoto or zoom lens will render less of the image in •	
focus (e.g. 300mm).

The closer you are to a subject, the less will be in focus.•	    
A great website for more information on this subject and to 
get specifics about your individual camera and lenses is www.
dofmaster.com 

I have probably totally overwhelmed you with more facts 
and information than you can stand.  Next month I will write 
about how to create different effects by using various types of 
focusing.  Hopefully, you have experimented with some different 
f-stops, distances and lenses by then and will be ready for some 
creativity.

Text and images by Ann Kamzelski
Visit Ann’s website at photoartbyann.com/

http://www.dofmaster.com
http://www.dofmaster.com
http://www.photoartbyann.com/
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January Critique
Weather

     ©Sharon Connolly

     ©Sandy Foor

© Jack Preston © Paul Bozzo 

© Judith Giddings

          ©Nancy Bickham
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     ©Sarah Wagaman

     ©Suzan Richar      ©Kev Card

     ©Bob Bair

     ©Bill Wolfe     ©Linda Sichel     © Dave Ralph



8

The Grand Canyon Photography Club
www.gcphotoclub.org

     ©Dwaine Gipe

   ©Gabrielle Frost

   ©Ann Kamzelski

   ©Mia Lisa Anderson    ©Karin Meyer

   ©Tina Tolins
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GCPC 2013 Calendar of Events
Meetings are at 7 p.m. on the 2nd Tuesday of every month 

at the Gmeiner Center unless otherwise noted.

Please contact Bruce Dart at bdphoto@ ptd.net if you are interested in displaying your photos at the Native Bagel  
or if you have images suitable for display at the Warehouse Gallery. 

Mini-solo Shows at the Native Bagel, Central Av-
enue, Wellsboro: February, Lillian Campman.

The Warehouse Theatre: Images from various club 
members.  
February 4 - March 3: Suzan Richar’s exhibit of 
photos, watercolors, and batiks at the Deane Center, 
Wellsboro. Opening reception, Sunday, February 10, 
2-4 pm.

February 12:  Program, Free and Low-Cost Editing 
Solutions, Mia Lisa Anderson and Ken Meyer; No 
critique.

March 12: Program, Concerts and Indoor Events, Gary 
Thompson; Theme, Still Life,  Critique leader, Mia Lisa 
Anderson.
April 9: Program, Photography from an Artist’s Point of 
View, Presenter TBA; Theme, Silly/Goofy, Critique Lead-
er, Gary Thompson.

May 14: Program, Street Photography/Your Town, 7:00 
- 9:00 pm, Walk from Gmeiner to Diner, bring camera 
and tripod. 

June 11: Outing at the home of Ann Kamzelski; No 
critique.  

July 9: Program, Street Photos, Bruce Dart, using 
member’s photos from May photo shoot; no theme.

August 13: Program, Rodeos, Sharon Connolly; Theme, 
Things You Never Take Pictures Of; Critique leader, TBA.

September 10: Program, TBA; Theme, Railroad/Trains, 
Critique leader, David Ralph

October 8: Program, TBA; Theme, Barns and Silos, Cri-
tique Leader, Ann Kamzelski; 
November 12: Program, What’s In The Bag; Theme, 
Complimentary Colors, Critique Leader, Sarah Waga-
man.
December 10: Holiday Party; Member slide show.

Mystery Macro

        ©Ann Kamzelski

        ©Ann Kamzelski

Check out this month’s 
Mystery Macro 

and send your guess to
wgiddings@epix.net

Al  Quimby & Dave Ralph guessed 
last month’s mystery, an octopus.  
Aurora the octopus was photo-
graphed at the marine research 
center in Newport, Oregon.

mailto:bdphoto@ ptd.net 
mailto:wgiddings@epix.net
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February 12 Meeting At a Glance
 

Program: Free and Low Cost Editing Solutions,  
Mia Lisa Anderson and KenMeyer

No Critique: Send your  
Favorites Over the Years to wgiddings@epix.net

Snack: Bob Bair

Beverage: Wolfram Jobst

Set-up:  Paul Bozzo 

Check Out These Websites
Eliminating Background Chaos From Your Photos 
Quick tips by Layne Kennedy at Ultimate Photo Guide on how 
to get rid of competing details to improve the quality of your 
image.  This video goes well with Ann’s article on depth of 
field. 
http://video.ultimatephotoguide.com/video/000948_
eliminating-background-chaos-in-your-photos/

How to Keep Your Memory Cards Healthy 
Stephen Berardi from PhotoNaturalist explains how to keep 
your memory cards healthy and store images safely.  
http://digital-photography-school.com/how-to-keep-your-
memory-cards-healthy

PhotoNaturalist  
PhotoNaturalist is a blog dedicated to digital nature 
photography.  The site features articles containing tips and 
tutorials about photographing all the wonders of the natural 
world (including wildlife, flowers, landscape and macro). 
http://photonaturalist.net 

©Lonny Frost

©Suzan Richar

Happy Valentine’s Day!

You learn to see by practice. It’s just like playing tennis, 
you get better the more you play. The more you look around 
at things, the more you see. The more you photograph, the 
more you realize what can be photographed and what can’t 
be photographed. You just have to keep doing it. 
~Eliot Porter

http://video.ultimatephotoguide.com/video/000948_eliminating-background-chaos-in-your-photos/
http://video.ultimatephotoguide.com/video/000948_eliminating-background-chaos-in-your-photos/
http://digital-photography-school.com/how-to-keep-your-memory-cards-healthy
http://digital-photography-school.com/how-to-keep-your-memory-cards-healthy
http://photonaturalist.net

