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Annual Holiday Festivities

©Ann Kamzelski

The Grand Canyon Photography Club will celebrate the
holiday season with its annual party on Tuesday, December
10th beginning at 7 pm. at the Gmeiner Art and Cultural
Center in Wellsboro, PA. Members are asked to bring finger
foods and snacks to share. The club will provide beverages.

Lisa Anderson will be putting together the show this year
and she invites members to submit up to three of their
favorite images taken in 2012. Please send your digital
images to critique@gcphotoclub.org by December 5th. Set
the longest side of each image to 1024 pixels.

Just in time for holiday shopping, Rob Colley, owner of
Hoyer’s Photo Supply in Williamsport, will be bringing
examples of new photographic items. Following a family
tradition of providing “everything photographic” since
1935, Rob opened the new Hoyer’s store on Washington
Boulevard in February 2013. Rob will be sharing some of
the latest in cameras and accessories available at Hoyer’s.
Rob says he will bring some surprises for us!

President Lee Hoar will pass the leadership of the club to
Bruce Dart, who has been vice-president for the last two
years. Last year in December, Lee asked members to discuss
an area of photography they would like to improve in 2013.
This year he is asking members to follow up by commenting
informally on areas of growth. Plan to participate in the
discussion and join us in viewing members’ favorite photos
this year.

A highlight of the December meeting is a slide show of
members’ favorite images taken throughout the year. Mia

Season’s Greetings to Everyone!
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2013 Officers:
President: Lee Hoar
Vice President: Bruce Dart
Treasurer: Gary Thompson
Recording Secretary: Mia Lisa Anderson
Corresponding Secretary:
Judith Giddings

Directors:
2012-2013: Lonny Frost & Rhonda Keller
2013-2014: Nancy Bickham; Open
position

Committee
Chairpersons:

President’s Message
It is just a day or two before Thanksgiving as I sit down to
write my last president’s message and if you would allow
me, I would like to share a few things with each of you.
Most of you at this point are thinking that I’m going to tell
you how thankful I am that it is over and there is a little truth
in that, but the real joy has been working with this group of
wonderful people.
Yes! I’m saying thank you for allowing me to be your leader
for the last two years. I was the winner. I’m the one that got
an education. I’m the one that got to know and work with
most everyone in the club and a few from other places.
The point I’m trying to make is the more you get involved,
the greater the benefits will be to you and the photo club.
And a special thanks to all who were involved over the past
two years.
Lee

Newsletter: Judith Giddings
Membership: Gary Thompson
Exhibits: Bruce Dart
Shows: Nancy Bickham, David Ralph,
Ann Kamzelski, Mia Anderson
Publicity: Lonny Frost
©Lee Hoar

For more information, please contact:
Lee Hoar
E-mail: president@gcphotoclub.org

The picture this month
is just another example
of “should I take the
picture or not.” It was
8:00pm and just too
dark to be taking pictures, but I took it anyway. It cost me nothing
and it is the best picture
of a ten-point buck that
I have and, to me, it’s a
prize winner.

		

Treasurer’s Report for November 2013
$1559.61

Beginning Balance
Cash IN
A Note About the Cover Photo
by Judith Giddings
An afternoon ritual at our house is “dog time”
when we go out into the back yard and let the
dogs run. On a magical afternoon, snow was
sticking to the trees behind the house. The image
was a lucky no-brainer shot with a point-andshoot camera on automatic setting.
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(dues)

$20.00

Cash OUT

Ending Balance

$1579.61
Respectfully Submitted,
Gary Thompson, Treasurer
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Minutes of November 13 , 2013
President Lee Hoar called the meeting to order. He greeted
members and guests and asked the guests to introduce
themselves. Lee passed around a sign-up sheet for 2014 for
beverages and snack and meeting set-up and encouraged
members to sign-up. Lee stated if there were no additions or
corrections to the minutes, they would stand approved as they
appeared in the newsletter. He also stated there was $1,559.61
in the treasury.
Lee read the nominations for the 2014 officers and directors:
President-Bruce Dart
Vice President-Mia Lisa Anderson
Recording Secretary-David Ralph
Corresponding Secretary-Judith Giddings
Treasurer-Gary Thompson
Directors-Ken Meyer, Nancy Bickham
There were no further nominations from the floor.
Ann Kamzelski made a motion to approve the slate as read.
Carol Crew seconded. The motion carried. Lee let members
know that Rob Colley would be here in December and Lee also
plans to ask members to do a follow up on their “What aspect
of photography do I want to improve in 2013” statements they
made at the December 2012 meeting.

Please remember to bring snacks to share for the December 2013
meeting. Susan Richar will make punch for the holiday party.
Lee passed around a list of the themes for 2014 for those
interested. He also announced there would be a program
on Mastering Photoshop Level I taught by Wayne Palmer in
Williamsport.
Mia will prepare the member slideshow again this year. Please
submit no more than 3 of your favorite images from 2013 to
her by December 5th to either the GCPC critique address or her
personal e-mail [mialisa57@epix.net].
Lee let members know the program committee met in October.
They want to have only 2 critique leaders in 2014. Ann Kamzelski
will lead from July-December. We need one more person for the
first half of the year.
Lee introduced the presenters Gary Thompson, Ken Meyer, and
Bruce Dart and their program “What’s in the Bag?”
After the break, Bruce Dart led the critique on “Fall.”
Respectfully submitted,
Mia Lisa Anderson
Recording Secretary

Program Committee Meeting
10/29/2013
The members met at Ann Kamzelski’s home. Present were: Mia
Anderson, Bruce Dart, Judith Giddings, Lee Hoar, Ann Kamzelski, Ken Meyer, Gary Thompson
The committee discussed a variety of possible topics for programs and themes for the 2014 year. Themes were established
for every month and programs set up for most of the months
with the understanding that scheduling could change if presenters weren’t available for the month assigned to them. The
committee also discussed the desire to have more consistency
in the monthly critiques. This is difficult to establish with a different individual leading the critique every month. It was suggested that there be only 1 or 2 critics. Ann offered to do the job
from July-November. The committee hopes to find one more individual to accept the job for January through May. There are no
critiques in June and December.
The committee would like to see more members become involved in presenting programs. To that end, methods were
discussed to help prepare those interested in putting together
presentations.
Respectfully submitted,
Mia Lisa Anderson
Recording Secretary

©Paul Bozzo
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Ann-ecdotes
Ann Kamzelski presents
tips, techniques, and
creative ideas for getting
great photos.

Camera/Lens Movement
I wanted to do this article for December because the holiday
season with all the colored lights is a great time to try some
of these techniques. There are several ways that you can use
camera or lens movement to creating interesting photographs.
I will give you a description of a few and a list of subjects that I
have found to work well with each procedure.
Zooming the lens
First off, of course, you need a zoom lens. You can use a lens of
any zoom range, but a longer zoom, such as 85-200mm is easier
to work with than wide angle lenses (15-85mm). It is difficult to
hold the camera steady and zoom the lens at the same time, so
for best results you should have your camera on a tripod. I find
it easiest to focus on and compose the subject with the zoom
lens at its widest setting. For example, if you are doing a flower,
compose the shot at the 85mm setting of your 85-200mm lens.
You should be able to see the whole flower in your viewfinder.
Now zoom the lens to the longest setting and make sure that
the flower edges go out of the viewing area. This is required for
a pleasing result. If the flower (or other subject) doesn’t go out
of the frame then you need to be closer. You also need to have
a long exposure of at least ¼ of a second or longer to allow you
enough time to move the lens while taking the shot. Set the
ISO to the lowest number available (usually ISO 100). Set a very
high f-stop, such as f16 or f22. Check to see what the exposure
time will be. You can add a polarizing filter or neutral density
filter to the front of the lens to get a longer exposure time if
needed. Moving the subject into a shaded area if possible also
helps. If you find it easier, then set the camera in shutter mode
for ¼ sec (or longer) and adjust the ISO and f-stop to get the
correct exposure.

Now comes the hard part. This may take some practice and you
will probably need to take a lot of shots before you get the results
you are looking for. Start with the lens at the widest setting (as
I mentioned above). Press the shutter release and while the
picture is being taken, slide or twist the zoom lens to its longest
setting. Try to move it at a nice even pace. Moving too fast or
too slow will give different results which you may not like. Since
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most of us have
digital cameras,
it doesn’t matter
how many images
we take, so try
different speeds
of
movement
and see what
you get. If you
have a very long
exposure time,
like 2 seconds, you
can even try stopping the zoom part way and starting again.
Experiment! You can always delete the less successful shots.
Here are some subjects that I like to try zooming on: Flowers,
colorful leaves, buildings (especially at night), fireworks, carnival
rides, vehicles (particularly from the front), and holiday lights
and, my favorite, neon light signs. You never know what will
work. I was at the Agway store one day and got some great
shots of colorful garden implements.
Panning the Camera

Panning is a technique where you move the camera along with
a moving subject will taking the shot. The object is to try and
keep the subject fairly sharp while blurring the background
to show movement or action. You can do this on a tripod or
handheld. You need to have a shutter speed of around ¼ to 1/15
of a second to get the best results, so use the methods described
above to achieve the correct exposure time. The subject should
be moving horizontally in front of you otherwise the focus point
will change as it moves. Focus on the subject with the camera
and following it as it moves in front of you, press the shutter
release. Once again this will take some practice since you need
to move smoothly. The best time to practice is at a sporting
event where the subjects repeatedly move in front of you in the
(Continued on page 5)
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same direction, such as a car race. If you are using a tripod, make
sure that the tripod head moves easily while you are taking the
image.
Great subjects for panning are: races (cars, boats, etc.), sporting
events, fast moving vehicles such as trains, airplanes and cars,
running animals(turtles need not apply), flying birds, stage or
ice shows (especially if you can’t use a flash) and children at play.
I often use this method to photograph flying birds when I want
to show movement rather than stop-action.
Moving the Camera
This technique is
great for those of
you who don’t like to
use tripods. It is free
form movement of
the camera. You can
move the camera in
any direction that you
would like to create
abstract images. You
can get as creative or
wild as you like. Once again you will need a long shutter speed,
usually longer than ¼ of a second. Once again, you will have to
practice a lot to get the desired results. Don’t move the camera
too fast or too far because the whole scene will become a blur. A
little goes a long way. Slow smooth movement in the direction
that you want works best. By direction, I mean vertically,
horizontally, arced, circular, zigzag or any other direction you
can think of. You just press the shutter while moving the camera
the desired way while the photo is being taken.
Some subjects work
better with certain
directions.
Things
with strong linear
elements, such as
trees look best if you
move the camera in
the direction of the
lines. In this case,
you would move the
camera
vertically
with the tree trunk.
Other subjects, like
as flowers or lights,
can make nice shots
with all different
directions.
We have a lighted
boat parade every
Christmas in Cedar
Key. Of course it is at
night. The boats are
very colorful, but are

bobbing on the water.
When I try to take
a regular picture of
these showy subjects,
I just get a blurry mess,
even at a higher ISO
setting. My favorite
images of them are the
ones that I took with
camera
movement.
The bright colored
lights against the dark
background make for some interesting shots. This method of
taking photographs is only as limited at your imagination.
Some favorite subjects are: Flowers, fireworks, trees, carnival
rides at night, neon lights, holiday lights and buildings.
Computer generated images

Many of the images that you can create with camera or lens
movement can also be replicated using computer programs
such as Photoshop or Photoshop Elements. These programs
have lots of artistic “filters” for doing this. There is “motion blur”
which is similar to panning or moving the camera vertically or
horizontally. There is “radial blur” which can make an image
look like a zoomed shot or one with circular movement. And
there are several distortion filters to make all different creative
images. The example I am showing here is a flower shot that
I took. I duplicated the shot many times, rotating each one to
create an interesting background. I did the rotation around the
prominent daisy to maintain a focal point.
Like I said, you can simulate many of the images on the computer,
but some of them can only be created in the field, so go out and
get shooting.
Visit Ann’s website at photoartbyann.com/
Text and images by Ann Kamzelski
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November Critique: Fall Color

© Bob Bair

©Suzan Richar

©Maggie Holmes
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©Allison Senchur

©David Ralph

©Sandy Foor

Newsletter
December 2013

©Bill Giddings

©Ann Kamzelski

©Lee Hoar

©Nancy Bickham

©Linda Sichel

©Ken Meyer
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©Mia Lisa Anderson
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©David Ralph

©Wolfram Jobst

©Sheila Bunch

©Kev Card
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©Gabrielle Knott

©Jan Keck

©Sandy Foor

©Judith Giddings

©Lonny Frost
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GCPC Calendar of Events

Meetings are at 7 p.m. on the 2nd Tuesday of every month
at the Gmeiner Art & Cultural Center unless otherwise noted.

Mini-solo Shows at the Native Bagel, Central Avenue, Wellsboro: December, Sandy Foor.
The Warehouse Theatre: Various members.
December 10: Holiday Party; Rob Colley, “Everything
Photographic” from Hoyer’s; Member slide show.
January 14, 2014: Ken Meyer, Building Photographic
Presentations; Theme, Happy, Critique leader, TBA.

February 11, 2014: Mia Lisa Anderson, The Visual
Toolbox: Photgraphic Resources & Inspiration; Theme,
Winter, Critique leader, TBA.
March 11, 2014: Wolfram Jobst, Trip to Turkey ; Theme,
Two photos of the same subject from different perspectives, Critique leader, TBA.
April 8, 2014: Ken Meyer, Wildflowers ; Theme, Black
& White, Critique leader, TBA.

Please contact Bruce Dart at bdphoto@ ptd.net if you are interested in displaying your photos at the Native Bagel
or if you have images suitable for display at the Warehouse Gallery.

Mystery Macro
How good is your photographer’s eye?
No one guessed last
month’s
Mystery Macro

Editor’s macro
burnout: Feel free
to help by sending
your macro
mysteries for this
spot to wgiddings@
epix.net . The more
mysterious, the
better!

©Judith Giddings

©Judith Giddings
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Check Out These Websites

December 10
Meeting At a Glance
Holiday Party
Annual Slide Show
Beverage: Suzan Richar
Refreshments: Members Bring Snacks
Set Up: Paul Bozzo

An Inside Look at Ansel Adams’ Photography In
Yosemite: A rare interview with Michael Adams, Ansel
Adams’ son, to discuss how Ansel captured some of his
most memorable photographs, how he visualized his
images, and other topics--all against the backdrop of
Yosemite valley. http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E0zRwY4pzQ
5 Simple Ways to Improve Your Candid Photography:
Avoid staged photos and bring interest and a sense of the
“now” into your candid shots with these simple techniques.
http://www.thephotoargus.com/tips/5-simple-ways-toimprove-your-candid-photography/
7 Tips for getting sharper photographs: Little things
you can do to inch your way toward sharper images.
http://photonaturalist.net/7-tips-for-getting-sharperphotographs/

In this image by Gary Thompson, fall colors of the surrounding trees frame a historic building overlooking Seneca Lake. The
building will be demolished and a nine-story condo will be constructed in its place with the same overall historic detail and appearance. Gary took this shot hand-held from a moving boat!
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