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Steve and Nancy Bickham will 
present a photographic trip to 
Turkey and Its Magical Hideaways 
and the Grand Canyon 
Photography Club November 
13 meeting. The program will 
begin at 7:00pm at the Gmeiner 
Art & Cultural Center, 134 Main 
Street, Wellsboro, PA.

In 2011 the Bickhams traveled 
to Turkey where they 
photographed a country which 
offers a look into the ancient past. 
Their tour took them to Istanbul, 
Ephesus, the Turquoise Coast, Perge, and Cappadokia.  They 
surrounded themselves in Turkish culture, ate Turkish food, 
and had encounters with the friendly and outgoing Turkish 
people.  Steve remarked that they chose Turkey because 
friends who 
had been there 
spoke of their 
w o n d e r f u l 
e x p e r i e n c e s . 
“But most of 
all,” Steve said, 
“I went there 
because Greek 
p h i l o s o p h y 
began there and 
because Christianity spread rapidly throughout the region. 

St. Paul traveled throughout 
Turkey. If you read the Acts 
of the Apostles, you will 
find mention of Perge and 
Cappadokia.”

Nancy has been a member 
of the Photography Club for 
many years and in the past 
has offered a program on the 
Galapagos Islands. She has 
also directed club critiques 
based on the monthly 
photographic theme.  She has 
been the publicity person for 

the club for six years. In the club show at the Gmeiner in 2007, 
she won second prize in the category of “Eyes” with a photo 
taken in Ecuador.  
“After I retired 
from teaching, 
I decided to 
try my hand at 
photography. 
I began with 
a point-and-
shoot camera 
and a desire 
to learn about 
digital photography. My best teachers have been the other 
members of the club, many of whom have been generous in 
sharing their gifts.” 

© Chelsea Wagner

A Photographic Tour With Nancy and Steve Bickham  
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Minutes of October 9, 2012 

I would like to thank everyone for your kind support during our time 
of  need, at Mother’s passing. A special thanks must go to Judith 
for doing a program for the group on just a few days notice and to 
Bruce for running the meeting.

If there is a good side to all of this, it would be the beautiful fall we 
had for traveling to the Lancaster area.  Each of the four trips down 
and back was just more beautiful than the last.

The theme this month is Signs. Now would this be stop signs or 
could it be that there are other signs we can photograph?  Be 
creative. Please send only the best one you take for the critique.

Our program for November will be presented by a long-time 
member and excellent presenter, Nancy Bickham and her husband 
Steve. The name of the program is “Turkey and Its Magical 
Hideaways" and it will include photographs taken on a recent trip to 
Turkey.

Hope to see you at the meeting.

Lee

GCPC President’s Message

A sure “sign” of spring is the 
return of  the Baltimore Ori-
ole and its mate. The male will 
come back early to mid May, 
about two weeks before she 
returns.
  
He will perch on the highest 
bare branch he can find and 
call to her all day. Should you 
be working outdoors at that 
time, it will just about drive 
you nuts. But it does seem to 
work for them, because they 
do get together.

 Isn’t nature great!

    Photos and text by Lee Hoar
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Vice President Bruce Dart called the meeting to order. 
He informed members that President Lee Hoar’s mother 
had passed away and sent a sympathy card around the 
group to be signed. He asked guests/visitors to introduce 
themselves.

Lonny Frost told members about an event being held at 
the Covington Baptist Church on October 23rd.  Charles 
Alsheimer, noted writer and wildlife photographer, will 
be giving a lecture. There is a $5 fee for the event which 
includes dinner. Contact Lonny for more information.

Bruce introduced the program for the evening. 
Judith Giddings filled in for Lee with her presentation 
Photographing Water and Its Reflections. During her 
lecture, Judith recommended members who wanted 
further information on exposure read Brian Peterson’s 
book Understanding Exposure.

After the break, Bruce led the critique on the theme 
Leaves.

Respectfully submitted,

Mia Lisa Anderson 
Recording Secretary

Present were Lee Hoar, Ann Kamzelski, Ken Meyer, and 
Mia Lisa Anderson. The committee members discussed 
possible themes and programs for the upcoming year. 
Mia handed out  spreadsheets that contained program 
topics and themes covered since 2001. Lee passed 
around a list of member suggested topics, and the group 
tried to work at least some of them in for 2013. 

The committee also discussed the need to establish 
guidelines for the individuals doing the critiques. It has 
been the critic’s choice as far as deadlines for receiving 
images and how many, but the committee felt more 
uniformity would benefit all.

Respectfully submitted,

Mia Lisa Anderson

Minutes of October 9, 2012 Program Committe Meeting Notes 
October 2, 2012 

Bill Giddings’ photo of sumac was taken at “The 
Muck,” a wetland area near Wellsboro.  

A Note About the Cover Photo:

    
Beginning Balance  $2067.26

Cash IN     -0-    

Cash OUT -0-

Ending Balance $2067.26
 
     Respectfully Submitted, 

Gary Thompson, Treasurer

Treasurer’s Report for October 2012

 ©Dave Ralph

©Dave Ralph
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Ann Kamzelski presents 
tips, techniques, and 

creative ideas for getting 
great photos. 

Ann-ecdotes

Part 2: The Created
Water Drops 

Last month I discussed photographing water 
drops in their natural state.   This month I will 

give you some ideas on how to create your 
own water drop photographs.  I must apologize to those of you 
who don’t have macro capabilities on your cameras, because good 
macro equipment is needed to capture these images.  That can 
be either a true macro lens or a good lens with an extension tube 
or close-up diopter.  You will also need a sturdy tripod.  When you 
are very close to the subject that you are going to photograph, it 
is impossible to hold still enough to get a sharp image without a 
tripod.  Furthermore, I recommend using a cable or remote release 
to take the shots.  You will also need a spray bottle full of water.  
I have sometimes used glycerin which can be purchased at drug 
stores.  Glycerin is a viscous colorless liquid that is good for single 
water drops.  You can use an eyedropper to place a drop just where 
you want it and because this liquid is viscous, it will tend to stay 
put better than water.  It is a bit messy because it is sticky and will 
sometime ruin the subject that you are photographing.  For the 
images in this article, 
I only used water.

Remember how I 
told you last month 
that certain plants 
have stems or leaves 
that have tiny hairs 
on them.  Those 
are the ones that I 
usually select as the 
holder for my created 
water drops. I will go out into the garden and see if I can find an 
appropriate stem or leaf close to a flower or group of flowers.  I 
like to pick spots that are shaded or do it on a cloudy day to keep 
from getting bright highlights in the background.   I decide which 
stem or leaf I will be using and set up my tripod and camera so that 
this item is in focus with the flowers out-of-focus behind it.  I then 
carefully spray water onto the stem or leaf using the spray bottle 
(note: be careful about getting drops on the front of the lens).  
Next I will refocus the lens to make the reflection sharp.  I have a 
depth-of-field preview button on my camera so I can see which 
f-stop works best to have an image where the reflection is sharp 
and the background blurry.  You may have to move the camera 
angle slightly.  Make sure that the front of the lens is parallel to the 
drops or stem to have the best chance of getting the whole image 
sharp.  As I have said before, this is very tedious and exacting.  In 
all likelihood, you will not get a good sharp image when you first 
try this. You can try to photograph a single drop or a small group 
of drops, but the closer you are to the drops the more pronounced 

the reflection image will be.  The only way to get good at this is to  
practice.  Of course, having a digital camera helps a lot because 
you can take multiple photos where you have changed the focus 
point or the f-stop and edit 
them when you are finished. 

But what if that beautiful single 
flower or group of flowers 
doesn’t have any suitable stems 
or leaves nearby.  I have a small 
stand with a clamp called a 
“Plamp” on it that I use for just 
for such occasions.   I can go 
out and pick a stem, leaf, blade 
of grass or whatever, and place 
it in front of my subject just where I want it.  This is the same setup 
that I use for making great insect 
images (Wow! I just got an idea for 
a future article!!).  I decide on the 
subject and set up the stand in front 
of it.  I find what I want to put the 
drops on and place it in the clamp.  
I frequently spray it with water 
before I set up my camera because I 
can see the reflections in the drops 
and move the clamp around until I 
get a reflection that I like.  You can 
always spray more water on it if the 
drops fall off; and fall off they will.  I 
then set up the tripod and camera 
and start taking images.  Look for other things that you can put 
drops on for this technique.

(Continued on page 5)

The only way to 
 get good at this  
is to practice!
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Another thing that you can do with this stand/clamp combo is to 
place a flower behind a dew covered spider web and photograph 
the tiny reflections.  You have to be VERY careful when placing the 
stand.  These webs are frequently attached to several different 
plants.  If you happen to break the connection to one of the 
plants the entire web might fall.  Anyway, with the clamp, you can 
move the flower closer or further from the web to get the look 
that you want.  It is best to shoot just a portion of the web with 
the reflections otherwise the reflected images will be very small. 
(Note: it took me 45 tries to get a good photo of the daisy in the 
dewdrops.)

The final technique I want to 
discuss is one that I learned 
years ago but still enjoy.  This 
is where you spray water drops 
onto a piece of glass and 
photograph the reflections of 
an item under the glass.  You 
can do this inside the house 
in a bright spot or outside in a 
shaded area.  The setup is fairly 
simple.  Get a small frame with 
glass in it.  I like to use an 8x10 
frame.  I got mine at a yard sale 
for a $1.  The glass now needs 
to be cleaned and then treated 
with Rain-X (purchased at any auto or Wal-Mart store) according 
to package directions.  The Rain-X will help to create nice distinct 
drops. Only treat one side of the glass.  Place the glass back into 
the frame with the treated side facing the back of the frame.  This 
way you can pick up the frame, treated side up and the glass will 
stay put. 

Now you need something 
to lay the glass across. Dual 
supports like two stacks of 
books or a couple of boxes 
work well.  They just need 
to be the same height and 
about 6-12 inches tall.  You 
will be shooting straight 
down from the top so set 
them on the floor or low 
table.  Place them far enough 
apart so that the framed glass 
can just rest on top.  Next I 
drape a piece of solid color 
cloth (black fleece works well) 
across the supports with the 
part between the supports 
touching the floor or table.  I 
then place the framed glass flat across the top.  I set my camera 
on a tripod and straddle it over the glass with the front of the lens 
parallel to the surface of the glass.  The subject is placed on the 

cloth under the glass. See Figure 1 for a picture of how this setup 
looks.   Now spray the glass with water.  I like to try and get drops 
of varying sizes for more interesting compositions.  If you don’t 
like the drops you have sprayed, just use a clean paper towel to 
wipe them off and spray it again. 

Flat flowers, like daisies, work well for subjects as well as any other 
interesting thing.  It just needs to be fairly flat. Be creative!  Focus 
on the reflection in the drops.  You will notice that you cannot get 
the reflections sharp in all of the drops.  The focusing distance for 
the large versus the small drops is surprisingly different.  I suggest 
focusing on the larger drops because these will be more prominent 
in the picture.  You can change the f-stop to a higher number 
like f-16 to try and get more drops in focus.  Just remember that 
the background will become sharper too.  Try taking the shot at 
different f-stops.  You can move the camera around for different 
compositions of drops.  You can move the camera closer or further 
from the drops and you can move the subject around too.  If you 
want the subject closer to the glass to make a larger reflection just 
put something like a book under the cloth under the subject.

Well, I have probably 
totally overwhelmed you 
with technical information, 
so I will stop there.  If you 
need clarification on any of 
this, just ask.  I know it is a 
long time away, but I will 
demonstrate all of these 
techniques at my home 
at the club meeting next 
June.

  
Text and images by Ann Kamzelski

Visit Ann’s website at photoartbyann.com/

Figure 1

http://www.photoartbyann.com/
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        ©Ann Kamzelski

October Critique:  Leaves

        ©Lonny Frost

        ©Chelsea Wagner© Jack Preston

© Paul Bozzo         ©Bob Bair
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        ©Ken Meyer

        ©Ken Meyer

        ©Karin Meyer         ©Gary Thompson

        ©Mia Lisa Anderson
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        ©Lonny Frost        ©Suzan Richar  

  ©Max Johnson

© Carla Amarosa        ©Tawny Amarosa
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GCPC Calendar of Events for 2012
Meetings are at 7 p.m. on the 2nd Tuesday of every month 

at the Gmeiner Center unless otherwise noted.

Please contact Bruce Dart at bdphoto@ ptd.net if you are interested in displaying your photos at the Native Bagel  
or if you have images suitable for display at the Warehouse Gallery. 

Mini-solo Shows at the Native Bagel, Central Avenue, 
Wellsboro:  November, Bruce Dart; December, Kelle and 
Max Johnson.

The Warehouse Theatre: Images from various club mem-
bers.  The Warehouse Gallery images need to be changed.  
Please pick up the ones hanging there and let Bruce know 

if you can bring Winter images.

November 13: Program, Nancy Bickham, Turkey - Magical 
Hideaways; Theme, Signs, Critique, Ken Meyer

 
December 11: Holiday party; no theme, no critique, slide 
show of members’  favorite photos of 2012. 

Mystery Macro

        ©Mia Lisa Anderson
        ©Ann Kamzelski

Check out this month’s 
Mystery Macro 

and send your guess to
wgiddings@epix.net

Jan Keck guessed last  
month’s mystery -  

a gourd.

        ©Judith Giddings

mailto:bdphoto@ ptd.net 
mailto:wgiddings@epix.net


10

The Grand Canyon Photography Club
www.gcphotoclub.org

November 13 Meeting At a Glance

Program: Nancy & Steve Bickham,
Turkey and Its Magical Hideaways 

Theme: Signs
Critique, Ken Meyer

Snack, Sandy Foor, 
Beverages,  Linda Sichel

Check Out These Websites

Grand Canyon Photography Club 
Check out the revised website for our club!!  Thanks to 
Mia Lisa Anderson for her work in creating a beautiful 
site.  Be sure to send her your photos for the member 
gallery too.  Send up to four photos  to Mia at MiaLisa57@
epix.net formatted to 600 pixels on the long side, with no 
borders on them.   
http://gcphotoclub.org

Weather Photography 
Information on weather and nature photogrphay such as 
shooting lightning, clouds, and the moon and stars. 
http://www.weatherscapes.com/

Getting Technical:  The F-Stops Here 
Andrew Hudson, professional photographer and owner 
of PhotoSecrets website,  provides a basic discussion of 
focal length, depth of field, lenses and the factors that 
determine the correct exposure.  A good explanation 
in understandable language of basic photography 
principles and terminology. 
http://www.photosecrets.com/tips-for-better-photos-
getting-technical-the-f-stops-here

Photographic Fictions:  How the Camera Learned to 
Lie 
The American Museum of Photography presents a 
fascinating online exhibit and discussion of how people 
have “improved” perfection by manipulating photos since 
the very beginning of photography in the mid-1800’s.  
http://www.photographymuseum.com/
photographicfictions.html

All images above ©Wolfram Jobst

mailto:MiaLisa57@epix.net
mailto:MiaLisa57@epix.net
http://gcphotoclub.org
http://www.weatherscapes.com/
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