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Annual Creative Photo Outing
Ann Kamzelski hosts workshop
The Grand Canyon Photography
Club will meet at 4 p.m.,
Tuesday, June 12, 2012, at the
home of Ann Kamzelski, 311
Jackson Road, Wellsboro, Pa.
16901. The program will be an
evening of outdoor and creative
photography. Ann’s home is in
a rural setting so there will be
the opportunity to take shots
of scenic images, wildflowers,
and garden flowers. Ann will
also set up a couple of stations
with some interesting techniques that participants may try
such as reflections in mirrors and abstracts through textured
glass. Other set-ups are available upon request (contact Ann
about these if you are interested).
The workshop will begin at 4 p.m. and last until dark,
but participants may come or leave at whatever time is
convenient. Please bring a snack or beverage to share with
the group. Bring a camera and a tripod, if you have one.
There will be a couple of extra tripods available for those
who don’t own one. The workshop is an opportunity to try
new and different techniques with skilled photographers
available to give assistance. Guests are welcome. In case
of inclement weather, call Ann Kamzelski, 570-724-2167, or
Lee Hoar, 570-659-5256, to check whether the workshop has
been cancelled. Rain date will be Wednesday, June 13.

about 2.5 miles and turn
right onto Arnot Road. Go
one mile and turn left on
Jackson Road. Ann’s house
is about 3/4 of a mile down
the road on the left. The
mailbox has 311 on it.
From Mansfield
Take Route 6 toward
Wellsboro. Go about 8.5
miles.
Just past Lewis
Homes (on the right), turn
left onto Gas Company Road. Follw this road until it ends at
a T. Turn right onto Cherry Flats road. Go a few hundred feet
and turn left onto Arnot Road. Go one mile and turn left on
Jackson Road. Ann’s house is about 3/4 of a mile down the
road on the left. The mailbox has 311 on it.

Directions From Wellsboro
Take Route 6 toward Mansfield. Shortly past the Weis Market,
bear right up the hill on the Cherry Flats Road. Continue
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GCPC President’s Message
2012 Officers:
President: Lee Hoar
Vice President: Bruce Dart
Treasurer: Gary Thompson
Recording Secretary: Mia Lisa Anderson
Corresponding Secretary:
Judith Giddings

Directors:
2011-2012: Chelsea Wagner &
Nancy Bickham
2012-2013: Lonny Frost & Rhonda Keller

Committee
Chairpersons:

I am writing this message on the Memorial Day weekend, which is
traditionally seen as the beginning of summer. Of course, that implies
a whole range of photo opportunities, but after having read an article
in the Williamsport Sun-Gazette I felt compelled to share some thoughts
about Memorial Day.
The article in the Williamsport paper was about the Underground Railroad.
This article was of interest to me because I’m just finishing the book called
Resistance at Christiana.* A black man by the name of William Parker, a
runaway slave from Maryland, refused to be taken back to Maryland by
his then rightful owner. Mr. Parker took a stand, with the help of many
friends that day in 1850 . That day was the beginning of the end of slavery
in this country.
On Memorial Day, we need to remember the many people who have
taken a stand on whatever battlefield they were on at the time. We in this
country call it FREEDOM, the freedom to do almost anything we want.
Our next meeting will be at the home of Ann Kamzelski. Ann always has
a very challenging array of photo opportunities for us. Perhaps some of
the action at Ann’s will show up in next month’s critique.
Hope to see all of you for a fun evening of photography at Ann’s on June
12th.
Lee Hoar
President
* Resistance at Cristiana by Jonathan Katz, 1974, Thomas Y. Crowell
Company, New York.

Newsletter: Judith Giddings
Membership: Gary Thompson
Exhibits: Bruce Dart
Shows: TBA
Publicity: Nancy Bickham

For more information, please contact:
Lee Hoar
E-mail: president@gcphotoclub.org

©Judith Giddings

A Note About the Cover Photo:
Suzan Richar’s image of dogwood blossoms in the
snow captures our unusual Spring weather.
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Minutes of May 8, 2012
President Lee Hoar called the meeting to order. He
asked any new members or guests to introduce
themselves. The minutes for the last meeting were
approved. Lee reported that there is $3,229.38 in the
treasury.
Susan Richar informed members that Mountain Home
magazine was looking for photographs of past Laurel
Festivals for an upcoming issue. You can contact Liz
Young at lizy@mountainhomemag.com. Suzan’s photo
of Galeton appears on the “Back of the Mountain” page
in the current issue. Bruce Dart also has a photo in this
issue.
Lee talked to the director of the Gmeiner. There are
some mats in the backroom that need to be taken care
of. We also need storage space at the Gmeiner. If we had
a cabinet that could be locked we would be allowed to
keep the projector there.
Lee brought up the possibility of the club purchasing
a laptop to use for the digital critiques that could also

be kept at the Gmeiner. Mia Lisa Anderson made a
motion that we form a committee to research costs and
features. Nancy Bickham seconded the motion. Motion
carried. Bruce mentioned that one of the projector
speakers no longer works so the committee could also
look into the purchase of new speakers. Bruce Dart,
Gary Thompson, and Bill Wolfe will also serve on the
committee and the committee will report its findings at
the July meeting.
Lee passed around the list for sign-up to help with set
up, refreshments, programs and critiques. There are still
a few open months. Lee then introduced the speaker for
the evening, Chelsea Wagner, and her program on the
beauty and devastating power of water.
After refreshments, David Ralph led the critique on the
“Spring” theme.
Respectfully submitted,
Mia Lisa Anderson
Recording Secretary

Notice:
The member gallery of the web site is now online. If you are
interested in submitting photos for the gallery, send them
to Mia Lisa Anderson through the critique@gcphotoclub.
org address or MiaLisa57@epix.net. Send not more than
3 images with the longest side set to 600 px. No border on
the photos, please.

Treasurer’s Report for April 2012
		
Beginning Balance

$3229.38

Cash IN
Cash OUT
Ending Balance

$3229.38
Respectfully Submitted,
Gary Thompson, Treasurer

©Bob Bair
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Ann-ecdotes
Ann Kamzelski presents
tips, techniques, and
creative ideas for getting
great photos.

Focus on Flowers
Come to the June 12 meeting at Ann’s house
to try these techniques and more....
I have done talks at the camera club in the past where I discussed
many different ways to take creative images of one of everyone’s
favorite subjects, flowers. Since the June camera club meeting
will be at my home, I thought it was time to revisit some of these
techniques. Hopefully, you will be able to try some for yourself at
the meeting.
SELECTIVE FOCUS

An interesting way to take a flower portrait is to use selective
focus. For this technique, you take the photograph by shooting a
single flower through other flowers and/or foliage with the lens
set at its widest aperture, for instance f2. This can be done with
a telephoto lens, such as a 200 or 300mm, or a macro lens. Wideangle lenses will render too much of the photo in focus to gain the
proper effect. Set the lens at the widest aperture. Select a flower
that is the middle of a group of flowers or foliage but slightly apart
from the other flowers. Move in so that a few of the other flowers
and/or foliage are right in front of the camera lens. Focus on the
flower of interest. The other flowers should appear as out-of-focus
blotches of color. If they are too clear, then you must get closer
to them or select a main flower that is further away from them.
Flowers behind the main flower should also be out of focus. This
technique is usually be done off a tripod since the shutter speed
is typically fast enough to take shots hand held, plus it is easier
to find a pleasing composition by hand holding the camera and
moving around the flowers while looking through the viewfinder.
Unlike a typical flower “portrait”, this technique generates a picture
where the color blotches give you the feel of the whole group of
flowers without actually showing them.
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CAMERA MOVEMENT
This is another simple
technique, although
you may have to take
lots of images to get
one that you like. Any
lens will work for this.
First, you want as long
an exposure as you can
get. Set your ISO at the
lowest setting available
(usually ISO 100).
Next, set the aperture
at a high setting like
f16 or f22. Flowers in
a shaded area will give
you better results since
the shutter speed will
be longer. A shutter
speed of ¼ of a second
or longer is best. The
idea is to move the
camera while you are taking the shot. You can move the camera in
any direction that you
like; up and down, side
to side or in a circle or
arc. In general, if the
flowers are tall and
skinny then and up
and down movement
is most pleasing,
but try different
directions. Get fairly
close to the flowers
and as you push the
shutter button move
the camera in the
desired
direction.
The movement only
has to be tiny. If you
move it too much
then the photo will
just be a colored blur.
Like I said, this may
take many tries to get
a good result. Thank
goodness for digital cameras!
(Continued on page 5)
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An alternate method
is to set the camera up
the same way but use
a zoom lens. Instead
of moving the camera
during the exposure,
you zoom the lens.
Since you want to make
sure that you don’t
have any extraneous
elements in the shot,
you start the zoom
with the widest mm
setting, for example
with a 75-200 zoom
lens start with 75mm
and zoom to 200mm.
Get close enough
to the flowers that
you have a attractive
composition with the
widest mm setting, but leave some space in case you want to do
a crop later. When you push the shutter button, zoom the lens to
the narrowest mm setting. Here again, it will probably take several
tries until you get the technique of a smooth zoom while you are
taking the photo. Since the method will generate a photo with
the point of the zoom centered in the picture, you might want to
crop the photo later to offset the zoom streaks.

ABSTRACTS
The final procedure that I
want to discuss is creating
abstracts.
The easiest
way to do this is to take
close-up shots of flowers.
Even with a point-andshoot camera you can get
interesting abstracts if
you photograph portions
of large flowers such as
an iris or dahlia. There
are endless possibilities.
When I find a flower that
I want to photograph, I
try to discover as many
different compositions
as possible by moving
around the flower, getting
closer or changing my
angle of view. I do all this while looking through the viewfinder.
Remember, you can always crop an image later if you have
included too much, as long as the shot is sharp. It is fun to try to
create images that make the viewer think about what flower you
used to make the photograph.
There are many other creative ways to photograph flowers. Come
to the next meeting and I will share more.

Text and images by Ann Kamzelski

Rainbow in Ann’s front yard
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MayCritique: Spring

©Ken Meyer
©Nancy Dart
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©Ann Kamzelski

©Lonny Frost

© Bill Wolfe

©Kev Card
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©Judith Giddings

©Jan Keck

©Mia Lisa Anderson

©Dwaine Gipe

©Max Johnson

©Allison Frost
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©Carla Amarosa

©Nancy Bickham

©Chelsea Wagner
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©Jack Preston

©Nancy Schoonover

©Gabrielle Knott
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GCPC Calendar of Events for 2012

Meetings are at 7 p.m. on the 2nd Tuesday of every month
at the Gmeiner Center unless otherwise noted.
Mini-solo Shows at the Native Bagel, Central Avenue, Wellsboro: June, Bruce Dart

September 11: Program, Ann Kamzelski, Lighthouses;
Theme, Harvest

The Warehouse Theatre: Images from various club
members. Thanks to all who contributed.

October 9: Program, Lee Hoar: Birds, Bees, & Butterflies;
Theme, Leaves

June 12: Photo Shoot at Ann Kamzelski’s, no critique.

November 13: Program, Nancy Bickham, Turkey Magical Hideaways; Theme, Signs, Critique, Ken Meyer

July 10: Program, Mia Lisa Anderson, “The Grid;”
Theme, Action or photos from June 12 meeting; Critique, Nancy Bickham

December 11: Holiday party; no theme, no critique,
slide show of members’ favorite photos of 2012.

August 14: Program, Dick Allyn, professional wildlife
and nature photographer; Theme, Vacations; Critique,
Bruce Dart
Please contact Bruce Dart at bdphoto@ ptd.net if you are interested in displaying your photos at the Native Bagel
or if you have images suitable for display at the Warehouse Gallery.

Mystery Macro
Check out this month’s
Mystery Macro
and send your guess to
wgiddings@epix.net

©Ann Kamzelski
No one guessed last
month’s mystery a turtle!

©Ann Kamzelski
©Paul Bozzo
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May 8 Meeting At a Glance
Creative photo outing
at the home of Ann Kamzelski
4 pm ‘til dark
No Critique
Bring snacks/beverages:
Everyone attending

Check Out These Links

© Bruce Dart

Your Ten-Step Guide to Catching Action Shots
How to capture movement with you camera and get sharp crisp images.
http://photo.tutsplus.com/articles/shooting-articles/your-ten-step-guide-to-catching-actionshots/
Flower Photography Artistry by Tony Sweet
Learn how to control lighting on your outdoor subjects. In Tony Sweet’s “Flower Photography
Artistry,” Tony shows how to manipulate the lighting in a flower using diffusion discs and
reflectors.
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F8_btceWWlA
Macro Photography Techniques - Digital Photography 1 on1
Eleven-minute Adorama tutorial on how to take close-up photos. Shows equipment and
techniques.
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yS3wfWIVFYU
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