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Annual Holiday Meeting
Club members will share their favorite images and photo goals for 2013
The
Grand
Canyon
Photography Club will
celebrate
the
holiday
season with its annual party
on Tuesday, December 11th
beginning at 7 pm. at the
Gmeiner Art and Cultural
Center in Wellsboro, PA.
Members are asked to bring
finger foods and snacks to
share. The club will provide
beverages.

about it. Knowing what
is of interest to members
will help in future program
planning, and you may even
find someone else in the club
who can give you a hand
with your particular area of
interest.

As “food for thought” for the
discussion, Ann Kamzelski’s
monthly
column,
Annecdotes, in this newsletter
A highlight of the December
has presented many topics
meeting is a slide show of
that you may either want
images taken by members
to review or explore further,
throughout the year. Mia
or perhaps that will remind
Dickens Band Illustrated ©Mia Lisa Anderson
Lisa Anderson will be
you of other areas you would
putting together the show this year and she invites members like to work on in the coming year. Ann has presented
to submit up to three of their favorite images taken in 2011. creative techniques for dealing with challenging shooting
Please send your digital images to critique@gcphotoclub.org conditions such as poor lighting and action shots, and tips
by December 4th. Set the longest side of each image to 1024 for taking photos at sunrise/sunset, in fog, as well as photos
pixels.
of ice, reflections, flowers, water drops, and wildlife. Other
topics include taking photos from an airplane or under water,
In addition to the slideshow, President Lee Hoar will be
creative ideas for holiday photography, and finding faces in
encouraging a photography discussion by asking each
inanimate objects. You can review all of these articles at our
member the following question: “What one area of your
website, http://gcphotoclub.org/ . Plan to participate in the
photography would you like to improve in 2013?” Whether
discussion and join us in viewing members’ favorite photos
it’s learning a new technique like HDR or something more
of this year.
fundamental like improving your composition or even just
understanding your camera better, Lee would like to hear Hope to see you at the party!
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GCPC President’s Message

2012 Officers:
President: Lee Hoar
Vice President: Bruce Dart
Treasurer: Gary Thompson
Recording Secretary: Mia Lisa Anderson
Corresponding Secretary:
Judith Giddings

Directors:
2011-2012: Chelsea Wagner &
Nancy Bickham
2012-2013: Lonny Frost & Rhonda Keller

Committee
Chairpersons:
Newsletter: Judith Giddings
Membership: Gary Thompson
Exhibits: Bruce Dart
Shows: TBA
Publicity: Nancy Bickham

For more information, please contact:
Lee Hoar
E-mail: president@gcphotoclub.org

Today is the first day of deer
season, a day anticipated more
than Christmas by some here in
Tioga County. I have taken my
usual stand at the base of the old
apple orchard where it meets
an overgrown meadow, a stand
selected more for its beauty
than the number of deer I will
see on any given day. In the past
35 years I have taken my share
of deer at this stand and at one
time that was an important
addition to our menu, but not
any more. I still carry my rifle,
but the most important piece of
equipment I carry is a camera
with an 18-200 mm lens. The
hope is that some day I will see
that huge buck and get the
most fantastic picture I have
©Lee Hoar
ever taken. In the meantime, I
have this little contest with myself to get a better picture from where I sit
(deer stand) than I did last year or the eight years that I have been doing
this. The only rule in this game is I can not move more than five steps in
any direction from where I sit to take a picture. Yes, this has worked for me;
I am a better photographer than I was ten years ago, but you will not see
great improvement in the picture I have submitted, because you have not
seen the other pictures I have taken. Are these pictures ready for National
Geographic? I’m not sure they are good enough for the newsletter.
By the way, the picture of the deer was
taken in my back yard when I came in
for lunch from my deer stand. (??)
This month’s meeting will be about
refreshments (you must bring them),
slide show (you must send them),
and I will ask the group to discuss this
question: “If you could improve one
aspect of your photography for 2013,
©Lee Hoar
What would it be?” The challenge is
not to be better than Ann or Ken or Bill, but to be better than you were
last year.
See you at the December meeting.
Lee
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Minutes of November 13, 2012
President Lee Hoar called the meeting to order. He passed
around sign-up sheets for set-up and refreshments for 2013.
He also asked guests to introduce themselves. The minutes
were approved as they appeared in the November newsletter.
Lee read the current balance in the treasury. He also read
the proposed slate of officers prepared by the nominating
committee for 2013: President-Lee Hoar, Vice President-Bruce
Dart, Recording Secretary-Mia Lisa Anderson, Corresponding
Secretary-Judith Giddings, and Treasurer-Gary Thompson.
Two Director positions are up for election. Nancy Bickham and
Chelsea Wagner are nominated to serve another 2yr. term. No
nominations from the floor were made. Ken Meyer made a
motion that the nominations be closed. David Ralph seconded
the motion. Motion carried. Bill Giddings then motioned that
the presented slate be approved. Ken Meyer seconded. Motion
carried.
Lee presented a couple of dates for the August club exhibit
reception. Ken M. made a motion that August 4th be the
reception date. Nancy B. seconded. Motion carried.
Lee asked for volunteers to serve on the show committee.
The Gmeiner made a request to use the GCPC projector. The
Board needs to meet and discuss their request.
Mia Lisa Anderson has volunteered to put together the
December member slideshow. Please send her not more than 3
photos this year. Suzan Richar will be in charge of refreshments

this year. Members are asked to bring snacks and/or finger
foods. Lee talked with Mia for an idea for discussion at the
December meeting. Members should be thinking about “If you
could improve one area of your photography for 2013, what
would it be?”
The program committee will meet on December 4th to finalize
programs for 2013.
Judith Giddings read an announcement about the Audubon
Society meeting.
Gary Thompson wanted to recognize once again Mia and
Judith for their continued work on the website and newsletter,
respectively.
Mia informed members she plans to use photos from the
critique on the web site. If anyone doesn’t want their critique
submission to be used, please let her know.
Lee described the evening’s agenda for the guests and then
introduced speaker Nancy Bickham and her program on Turkey.
After the refreshment break, Ken Meyer led the critique on the
theme “Signs.”
Respectfully submitted,
Mia Lisa Anderson
Recording Secretary

		

Treasurer’s Report for November 2012
$2067.26

Beginning Balance

-0-

Cash IN
Cash OUT
Website renewal fees
Ending Balance

$ 127.35
$1939.91

Respectfully Submitted,
Gary Thompson, Treasurer

A Note About the Cover Photo:
Ken Meyer’s photo of woodcarver Bucky Green was
taken two years ago at Dickens of a Christmas in
Wellsboro. It was processed in Photoshop CS4, cropped
with minor brightness/contrast adjustments, then a
copy of the main layer was treated with Gaussian Blur
to eliminate distractions in the background.
Clemons Kalischer Gallery ©Bruce Dart

3

The Grand Canyon Photography Club
www.gcphotoclub.org
Ann-ecdotes
Ann Kamzelski presents
tips, techniques, and
creative ideas for getting
great photos.

Shadows
The Good, the Bad, and the Creative
You have to be conscious of lighting when taking
sun goes behind
photographs. I know that they say it is best to take
a cloud before
Shadows can be a
photographs just after sunrise or just before sunset good thing or they can taking the shot.
when it is “magic light” time. But this is the time of
3) If you have a
be an awful thing.
day that produces the longest shadows. The light in
reflector, you could
the middle of the day is harsh and can also produce
reflect some light
strong shadows. Shadows can be a good thing or they can be an back onto the faces to fill in
awful thing.
the shadows with light. Or 4)
you could use fill flash to fill
BAD shadows
in the shadows.
Let’s start with the BAD shadows. If you are taking pictures, The final BAD
especially landscapes, early or late in the day you need to be very s h a d o w s
aware of where the shadows are falling. If the sun is behind you, situation that I
you have a good chance of getting your own shadow in the shot. want to discuss

Sometimes you may want to include your shadow for interest,
but more often than not, you will want to eliminate it. Usually, by
moving slightly one way or the other or by kneeling down, you
can keep your shadow from showing in the image. In the shot
of the pumpkins and wagons, all I did was move to the right and
zoomed in to make sure that my shadow was not visible.
Another
BAD
shadow
situation is taking portraits
of people in bright sunlight.
Odd shadows will be cast
across the face, and if the
person is wearing a brimmed
hat, there is a good chance
that their eyes or whole face
will be in shadow. There are
several things that you can
do to alleviate this problem.
1) You could move the
subjects into a shady area,
but make sure that the
background isn’t in full sun or
the camera may underexpose
the people. 2) If it is a partly
cloudy day, just wait until the
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is
close-up
images. Photos
of
flowers
especially look
bad if they are
taken in bright
sunlight. The
highlights
and shadows
make it hard to
see the lovely
details of the
flower. Here again, overcast conditions work much better. If
overcast is not an option (some flowers only bloom when it is very
sunny) then a diffuser (and reflector) work wonders. You simply
“shade” the flowers with the diffuser.

GOOD shadows
Next I want to talk about
GOOD shadows. Shadows
are not always a bad thing.
Frequently, I will come across
a photo opportunity where
the shadows either make
the image
m o r e
interesting
or
the
shadows
are what
drew me to the shot in the
first place. With the photo of
the gazebo at Eagles Mere,
the shadows of the trees
created leading lines to
draw the eye to the gazebo.
(Continued on page 5)
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The shots of the rocking
chair on the porch and the
valve on the train would
not have been anywhere
near as interesting without
the shadows. In all three
of these cases, I used high
dynamic range (HDR)
photography to keep the
images from having too
much contrast. I took three
photos of each subject with
one being over exposed
by one stop, one being
under exposed by one stop
and one taken at normal
exposure. I combined them
in my Photomatix program.
You can try Photomatix for free with the download from www.
hdrsoft.com.
If you are out taking
pictures and you can’t
come back for different
lighting
conditions,
such as when you are
on vacation or a tour,
then try to work with the
shadows.
Sometimes
you can change the
angle you are viewing
the scene to lessen the
effect of the shadows or, as I did with the HDR, you can use
other post-processing techniques to get better images.
CREATIVE shadows
Occasionally I find it fun to go
out just to take photographs of
shadows. One snowy day I did
just that. It had snowed the
night before, but the morning
was crisp and clear. The snow
covered the ground but was
not too deep to walk in. I went
out into the field in front of
my house to find interesting
shadows to take photos of. I
had to be careful not to walk
near any possible subjects so
that the snow was pristine for
my images. I found lots of neat
shadows to shoot. In some of

them, the whole subject is
just the shadow.
In October, I went on
a trip to West Virginia.
We stopped at the Cass
Scenic Railroad.
The
lighting conditions were
too harsh for many of the
images that I would have
liked to take. However,
I was fascinated by the
shadow of leaves that was
being cast on the side of a
red railroad car. It makes
for an interesting abstract
picture.
The final creative image
was one that I came
upon by luck. A friend
and I had stopped at a
local Cedar Key motel
that is painted brightly
in multi-colors. As we
were walking around
the building looking for
photo opportunities, I
noticed that my friend
was casting a long
shadow in the late
afternoon light. I had her
move to a spot where it
looked like her shadow
was sitting in the chair. It
created a humorous and
mysterious image.
One other thing you should know about shadows. If you are
trying to take photographs that show texture, you often need
shadows to give the image a three-dimensional quality. But
that is a subject for next month.
As a side note: one of these days, I am going to run out of ideas
of things to write about. If anyone has any ideas of subjects
that they would like to learn about, just let me know.

Text and images by Ann Kamzelski
Visit Ann’s website at photoartbyann.com/
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November Critique: Signs

River Street Sweets Candy Store ©Bruce Dart

Neon Night ©Gary Thompson

Istanbul Protestors © Jack Preston

Signage ©Linda Sichel
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83 Main ©Mia Lisa Anderson
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Signs on a Street ©David Ralph
Sign of Age and Wear ©Lonny Frost

Greek Flag © Paul Bozzo

NYC Spectacular ©Sandy Foor
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Say What! ©Ann Kamzelski

Only in Tioga County ©Bob Bair

Sign of the 4th of July ©Max Johnson
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Recycled Road Signs ©Jan Keck

Bronze, Granite, and Hemlock ©Kev Card

Sign of Abandonment © Nancy Bickham
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GCPC Calendar of Events

Meetings are at 7 p.m. on the 2nd Tuesday of every month
at the Gmeiner Center unless otherwise noted.
Mini-solo Shows at the Native Bagel, Central Avenue,
Wellsboro: December, Kelle and Max Johnson.

December 11: Holiday party; no theme, no critique, slide
show of members’ favorite photos of 2012.

The Warehouse Theatre: Images from various club members. The Warehouse Gallery images need to be changed.
Please pick up the ones hanging there and let Bruce know
if you can bring Winter images.

January 8, 2013: Program, critique, To Be Announced
February 12, 2013: Program, critique, To Be Announced
March 12, 2013: Program, critique, To Be Announced

Please contact Bruce Dart at bdphoto@ ptd.net if you are interested in displaying your photos at the Native Bagel
or if you have images suitable for display at the Warehouse Gallery.

Mystery Macro
Check out this month’s
Mystery Macro
and send your guess to
wgiddings@epix.net

No one guessed last
month’s mystery the inside of a dryer
(color filters added).

“A beautiful photograph, like a beautiful poem,
always contains a mystery, an elusive and haunting nucleus that makes us return again to probe
its depths, hoping to winnow yet another insight.”
~Martin Elkort, Rangefinder Magazine, March
2009.

©Ann Kamzelski

©Ken Meyer

©Mia Lisa Anderson
©Lonny Frost
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November 13 Meeting At a Glance
Holiday Party
Slide Show: Favorite images of 2012
Snacks: All members bring finger foods

©Jan Keck

Check Out These Websites
10 Cheap Ways to Grow as a Photographer
Being a photographer can be a very expensive business-having the latest camera, getting that lens you NEED,
purchasing software to process photos. So here are ten
simple ideas to challenge and inspire your photography.
Some are free, some will require a small amount of cash,
but most just require your time, effort and desire to make
progress.
http://photo.tutsplus.com/articles/inspiration/10-cheapways-to-grow-as-a-photographer/
Faking It: Manipulated Photography Before Photoshop
A loan exhibition at the Metropolitan Museum of Art traces
the history of manipulated photography from the 1840s
through the early 1990s, when the computer replaced
manual techniques as the dominant means of doctoring
photographs.
http://www.metmuseum.org/exhibitions/listings/2012/
faking-it

©Tina Tolins

15 Fantastic Natural Light Photography Tutorial Videos
LearnMyShot.com is an online photographic learning
community with many free instructional lessons for
photographers with all levels of experience. This link
presents 15 videos on using natural light. There are
several technical tutorials, and videos on composition,
photographing people, food, and landscapes.
http://www.learnmyshot.com/15-Fantastic-Natural-LightPhotography-Tutorial-Videos

©Ann Kamzelski
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