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Use of a Photo Blind

Tips from wildlife photographer Dick Allyn

The August 14 meeting of the
Grand Canyon Photography
Club will feature wildlife
photographer Dick Allyn, who
will share his images of animals
and birds, as well as information
on the use of a photo blind
in nature photography. The
program is scheduled for 7 p.m.
at the Gmeiner Art and Cultural
Center in Wellsboro.
Dick is a full-time professional
nature photographer from
Athens,
Pennsylvania
who
specializes in wildlife and landscapes. He acquired an early
enthusiasm for wildlife and the outdoors while growing up in
the Susquehanna River valley of northeastern Pennsylvania.
In 1978, he began his photographic career and discovered a
new passion for expressing the natural wonders of the area
he lives in. Dick has done photographic work throughout
the United States and in Great Britain, Germany, Japan,
Africa and New Zealand. However, his work concentrates
on the birds, animals, and landscapes of Pennsylvania.
Although his sharp, detailed and colorful images of
familiar songbirds and woodpeckers are very popular, he is
especially proud of his work with nesting predatory birds.
His patience to achieve the right shot is exemplified with a
goshawk photograph taken from a height of fifty-five feet
that came after a seven-hour wait. Some of these images
are on display at Hawk Mountain Sanctuary, Kempton, Pa.,
and the Adirondack Park Visitors Center, Paul Smiths, NY as
well as local hospitals, hotels, and corporate offices.

The majority of Dick’s work is
done in 35mm format using
Nikon equipment. Even his
largest prints are noted for
their sharpness. Dick strongly
believes that, to capture an
honest and beautiful image of
the nature of a place or a living
creature, he should use only his
patience, perseverance, and
knowledge of nature, light,
and the camera. Dick considers
himself a wildlife photographer
because the images of animals
and birds he captures are not done in a “controlled
environment,” but in all the challenges of the wild. The joy he
finds in his work comes not only from the finished product
but also from the knowledge and experience gained in the
process.
In Dick’s words, “In my pursuit of wildlife with a camera,
most of my success has been achieved with the use of a
blind.This is especially true when dealing with birds. My
discussion will cover when and why a blind is part of my
equipment,
the
benefits of blinds,
and the nature of
blinds. Blinds can be
made from scratch
or
purchased
and both options
have
different
advantages.”
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GCPC President’s Message
2012 Officers:
President: Lee Hoar
Vice President: Bruce Dart
Treasurer: Gary Thompson
Recording Secretary: Mia Lisa Anderson
Corresponding Secretary:
Judith Giddings

Directors:
2011-2012: Chelsea Wagner &
Nancy Bickham
2012-2013: Lonny Frost & Rhonda Keller

Committee
Chairpersons:
Newsletter: Judith Giddings
Membership: Gary Thompson
Exhibits: Bruce Dart
Shows: TBA
Publicity: Nancy Bickham

The theme this month is
vacations. It just happens
that as I write this, we are
visiting our daughter in the
southwest tip of Maine. Now
I’m not sure if we are really on
vacation or just retired and in
a different place.
The first day my grandson
©Lee Hoar
could not wait to get me in
the canoe, out on the lake with mom and dad Loon with two babies.
What a fantastic photographic session (two hours and 150 pictures). My
grandson is now sure he doesn’t want to be a Maine guide.
Today we went to town (Alfred) and did a photo shoot of the local scenery.
The photo I have included is not the typical New England white church,
which I did take, but the local blacksmith shop (1782) that I really liked
more than the church.
This month’s program
will be presented
by Richard Allyn, a
well known outdoor/
wildlife photographer
that I first met as he
presented a program
for the children at
Miller
Elementary
school a good many
years ago. At that
time Dick was a film
©Lee Hoar
photographer, as was
everyone else. He then went to digital and then went back to film and is
still using film today. I firmly believe that it’s not the camera and or the
film we use but the thought process that goes into the picture before we
press the shutter release. Come and see for yourself, I think you will like
what you see.
So long from Maine,

For more information, please contact:
Lee Hoar
E-mail: president@gcphotoclub.org

Lee Hoar
President

A Note About the Cover Photo:
Ann Kamzelski’s image of a rocky Nova Scotia has
great depth of field and composition that draws
the viewer into and through the image.
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Minutes of July 10, 2012
President Lee Hoar called the meeting to order. He
asked any guests to introduce themselves.
There were no minutes from the June meeting. Lee
thanked Ann and Ron Kamzelski for once again hosting
the annual photo club outing at their home.
Lee stated there was $3,229.38 in the treasury.
The regional juried photography exhibit will be held
at the Gmeiner from August 5-26. GCPC is responsible
for hosting the reception on August 5th from 2-4 p.m.
Suzan Richar will be in charge of organizing this. She
asked members to volunteer to bring in food for the
event. Please contact her if you can help with this.
Bruce Dart reported from the committee looking into
the purchase of a laptop for the club. BC Technologies
in Mansfield has a Lenovo model with good specs that

should fit our needs. The price was around $700 plus
tax. We will also need software (Powerpoint). Suzan
Richar made a motion to authorize Bruce and the
committee to spend up to $1200 including software.
Nancy Bickham seconded. Motion passed.
Lee let members know that Dick Allyn will be the
featured speaker for the August meeting. He then
introduced Mia Lisa Anderson and her presentation of
“The Grid.”
After refreshments, Nancy Bickham presented the
critique on the themes “Sports/Action” or “Photos taken
at Ann’s the previous month.”
Respectfully submitted,
Mia Lisa Anderson
Recording Secretary

Treasurer’s Report for July 2012
		
$3229.38

Beginning Balance

-0-

Cash IN
Cash OUT
(BC Technologies - Laptop)
Ending Balance

867.82
$2361.56

Respectfully Submitted,
Gary Thompson, Treasurer

Notice:
The member gallery of the web site is now online. If you are
interested in submitting photos for the gallery, send them
to Mia Lisa Anderson through the critique@gcphotoclub.
org address or MiaLisa57@epix.net. Send not more than
3 images with the longest side set to 600 px. No border on
the photos, please.
©Ken Meyer
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Ann-ecdotes
Ann Kamzelski presents
tips, techniques, and
creative ideas for getting
great photos.

Reflections - Part 2
Try looking in store windows to see
what interesting reflections you can see.
Back in the February issue of the newsletter I discussed reflections
in water. For this issue, I want to discuss reflections in other
surfaces.
MIRRORS

make sure that you only see black and the subject. I like to use my
macro lens for this technique, but other lenses work too. You can
always crop the image if your lens includes some areas outside the
desired picture.

I am sure that everyone has tried to take a photograph of a reflection
in a mirror. It is a great way to get a self-portrait or a picture of
an unsuspecting subject. Recently, I was taking photographs of
each booth at the local art festival. The husband of one of the
vendors declined the offer to be included in the image. What he
didn’t realize is that he had moved to the exact spot where he was
reflected in the mirror behind his wife. He laughed when I showed
him what I had captured.

WINDOWS

I have a small mirror that I like to use for interesting shots of
flowers and other subjects like shells. I lay the mirror on a flat
surface such as a table. Behind the mirror I drape a piece of black
cloth (I like fleece since it is non-reflective) over something high
enough that when you look in the mirror from a low angle, you
only see black. I then tuck the edge of the cloth under the mirror.
You place small objects on the surface of the mirror and arrange
them in a pleasing design. You need to crouch down to only a
few inches above the mirror surface when you take the photo to
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Next time you are walking around Wellsboro try looking in the
store windows to see what interesting reflections you can see. It
can be flowers, cars, buildings or people; and if you move slightly
the whole image changes. The window is somewhat like a mirror
since the inside of the window is usually dark compared to the
outside. It also helps if the subject you are photographing is
brightly lit. When I was in Switzerland a couple of years ago, I had
this idea that I wanted to take a reflection of the Alps in a window
of a mountain cottage. I only had to wait one day to find what I
wanted. I just need to get an angle that didn’t include my own
reflection. Mission accomplished.
METAL AND OTHER SURFACES

(Continued on page 5)
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Shiny metal and other polished surfaces work really well for
reflection shots too. Car shows are a delightful place to get great
shots. The vehicles are usually very colorful and gleaming. The
grills and hubcaps are also spotless. Because of all the curves and
angles, you can get wonderfully distorted images.

One last reflected surface that I like to work with is Mylar, or in my
case a roll of silver wrapping paper. The Mylar or paper is usually
not reusable after doing this technique so it is much cheaper to
use the wrapping paper. The results are similar. Here again, you
lay the paper out on a flat surface like a table. Place the subject
(I like flowers) on the paper and take the photograph from a low
angle, including both the flowers and reflection. The taller the
stack of flowers, the more reflection there will be. Often, I will

Airport Road

just take a bouquet of flowers in a vase (minus the water) and lay
them on the paper. You may want to shoot only the reflection
or include only a few of the lower flowers in your composition.
You can also use a spray bottle to add water droplets to the shiny
surface. Enjoy!

Text and images by Ann Kamzelski

©Bruce Dart
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July Critique: Action shots or
images from June photo outing

© Bill Wolfe

© Paul Bozzo

©Tawny Amarosa
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©Gary Thompson

©Carla Amarosa

© Sarah Wagaman
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©Sharon Connolly

©Bob Bair

©Mia Lisa Anderson

©Dwaine Gipe

©Lonny Frost

©Ken Meyer

©Dwaine Gipe
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©Bruce Dart

©Bill Giddings

©Karin Meyer

©Judith Giddings
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GCPC Calendar of Events for 2012

Meetings are at 7 p.m. on the 2nd Tuesday of every month
at the Gmeiner Center unless otherwise noted.

Mini-solo Shows at the Native Bagel, Central Avenue, Wellsboro: June, Bruce Dart

September 11: Program, Ann Kamzelski, Lighthouses;
Theme, Harvest; Critique, Chelsea Wagner

The Warehouse Theatre: Images from various club
members. We need fall images for a new display beginning in September. Contact Bruce Dart if you have images suitable for display.

October 9: Program, Lee Hoar: Birds, Bees, & Butterflies;
Theme, Leaves: Critique, Bruce Dart

August 14: Program, Dick Allyn, Use of a Photo Blind;
Theme, Vacations; Critique, Bruce Dart

December 11: Holiday party; no theme, no critique,
slide show of members’ favorite photos of 2012.

November 13: Program, Nancy Bickham, Turkey Magical Hideaways; Theme, Signs, Critique, Ken Meyer

Please contact Bruce Dart at bdphoto@ ptd.net if you are interested in displaying your photos at the Native Bagel
or if you have images suitable for display at the Warehouse Gallery.

Mystery Macro
Check out this month’s
Mystery Macro
and send your guess to
wgiddings@epix.net

©Judith Giddings
Jan Keck guessed last
month’s mystery a coneflower!

©Ann Kamzelski
©Judith Giddings
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©Lonny Frost

Check Out These Links
The Grid: Reverse Critiques
Here’s a link to last month’s program. View
critiques of photos, along with comparison
photos that are better than the photos that
were critiqued. This video provides solid
examples of what to look for in order to create a
photograph, not a snapshot. http://kelbytv.com/
thegrid/2012/04/05/the-grid-episode-47-reversecritiques/
Adobe Photoshop CS6: What’s New
See the new features in the latest version of
Photoshop. For a fascinating example of the
creative use of Photoshop by a commercial
photographer, page down to the video showcase
featuring Tim Tadder Photography. http://www.
adobe.com/products/photoshop.html
How to Shoot in Direct Sunlight
Eleven quick and simple tips for combating
the problems that bright sunlight might bring
when you are shooting outdoors. http://digitalphotography-school.com/how-to-shoot-in-directsunlight
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©Kev Card

August 14 Meeting At a Glance
Program: Dick Allyn,
Use of a Photo Blind
Theme: Vacations
Critique, Bruce Dart
Snacks, Nancy Bickham
Beverages: Sharon Connolly
Set-up: Sharon Connolly

©Bruce Dart

