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You Can Do That In Elements
Less expensive than Photoshop, but still powerful
Many photographers believe that Adobe Photoshop is the
“gold standard” for photo processing, but it comes with a hefty
price tag. Wayne Palmer, owner of Palmer Multimedia Imaging
in Williamsport, will describe some of the features of the less
expensive and user-friendly program Photoshop Elements at the
April 10 meeting of the Grand Canyon Photography club at 7 p.m.
at the Gmeiner Art Center in Wellsboro.
Wayne stated, “I have been a fan of Elements since it first came
out 10 years ago, replacing Adobe’s PhotoDeluxe. The first two
versions of the program just looked like Photoshop with features
removed, but beginning with version three, the program took on
a look of its own. Elements offers sophisticated editing options,
while keeping the interface user friendly as has been Adobe’s
goal. Although I would hate to give up Photoshop, I could do my
work with Elements. Elements has so many features and probably
has all that most photographers need. True layer masking was
added with Elements 9, and that brought Elements much closer
to Photoshop in functionality.
As far as price, I am on record for saying Elements is 75% of
Photoshop for about $75. With Photoshop selling for almost 10
times that and a just a Photoshop upgrade
going for three times what Elements sells
for, it is a real bargain.”
Wayne has been involved with some facet
of photography for over 40 years, and is
the owner-operator of Palmer Multimedia
Imaging. He has a degree in education
from Bloomsburg State College, but his
interest in photography kept him in the
darkroom as much as the classroom. After
college, Wayne was employed by Guardian
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Photo Inc. for 13 years, in the marketing of photofinishing
services on a national level.
Wayne started his own business in 1994, offering custom
videographic and photographic services, and was an early
pioneer in digital photo restoration. He started with Photoshop
3.0 and is a beta tester for Photoshop, Photoshop Elements,
Premiere Elements, Lightroom, Bridge and Photoshop.com.
Wayne has been a contributor and
reviewer for numerous Photoshop-related
books and has served as a technical editor
for over a dozen books working with
authors from around the world. He was
the co-author of Photoshop Restoration
& Retouching, 3rd Edition, which is now
in 7 languages. The editors of Popular
Photography listed this book as their top
choice for learning Photoshop because
of its “refreshing, grown-up approach”
A self-described AV nerd, Wayne enjoys sharing his knowledge
of photography, digital imaging and computers. He teaches
Photoshop, Photoshop Elements and Digital Photography classes
at the Workforce Development Department of the Pennsylvania
College of Technology. He is also a guest columnist for the
Williamsport Sun Gazette.
Wayne is married to Pamela Herrington, M.D., has one daughter
Amanda and lives on 12 acres just outside Williamsport with 3
horses. If you don’t find Wayne behind a camera or computer,
then he is usually behind the wheel of a tractor.
Visit the Palmer Multimedia Imaging website at http://www.
palmermultimedia.com/main.htm
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GCPC President’s Message
2012 Officers:
President: Lee Hoar
Vice President: Bruce Dart
Treasurer: Gary Thompson
Recording Secretary: Mia Lisa Anderson
Corresponding Secretary:
Judith Giddings

Directors:
2011-2012: Chelsea Wagner &
Nancy Bickham
2012-2013: Lonny Frost & Rhonda Keller

Committee
Chairpersons:
Newsletter: Judith Giddings
Membership: Gary Thompson
Exhibits: Bruce Dart
Shows: TBA
Publicity: Nancy Bickham

For more information, please contact:
Lee Hoar
E-mail: president@gcphotoclub.org
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As the days and nights get warmer, we limit our walking to local parks and
places that have more people than we would have in the desert. When
I’m photographing, sometimes I don’t always watch where I’m placing
my feet or what I might be stepping on and this is not a good practice
in the Arizona desert. There was a small DIAMONDBACK reported in the
park two days ago and we have a four-foot wall around the entire park!??
I find myself staying on well-traveled paths and photographing a few
flowers and a lot of birds. This month I have sent Judith a picture of a
registered Canadian Goose (with neck band) and a female Verdin feeding
on a Fiddleneck flower.
Special thanks to Mark and Bruce for what I’m told was an excellent
program last month. This month we will have Wayne Palmer presenting
Photoshop Elements. Wayne always does a fine job.
Next month, Chelsea Wagner will be presenting The Power of Water:
Mother Nature’s Devastating Beauty--a different look at last year’s flooding
in Bradford county and upstate New York.
Looking forward to seeing all of you at our next meeting.
Lee Hoar
President

A Note About the Cover Photo:
Jack Preston’s delightful image was taken in
the Tuscany region of Italy.
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Minutes of March 13, 2012

Treasurer’s
Report for March 2012
		

Vice President Bruce Dart called the meeting to order. He
reminded members to pay their 2012 dues. Please see Treasurer
Gary Thompson.
Bruce introduced Mark Bixby and their program on matting and
framing.
After refreshments, Paul Bozzo led the critique on the theme
“Youth.”

Beginning Balance
Dues 2012

190.00

Cash OUT
Newsletter expenses
Ending Balance

Respectfully submitted,

$3117.48

Cash IN

58.10
$3249.38
Respectfully Submitted,
Gary Thompson, Treasurer

Mia Lisa Anderson
Recording Secretary

Notice:
The member gallery of the web site is now online. If you are
interested in submitting photos for the gallery, send them
to Mia Lisa Anderson through the critique@gcphotoclub.
org address or MiaLisa57@epix.net. Send not more than
3 images with the longest side set to 600 px. No border on
the photos, please.

Photo-related Classifieds: Do you have photo
equipment or materials that you would like to buy,
sell, swap, or give away? Send your ad to wgiddings@
epix.net . Newsletter deadline is two weeks before
each meeting.
Film development: Looking for a place to get rolls

of film developed. If you know, please email Mia at
MiaLisa57@epix.net .

©Nancy Schoonover
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Ann-ecdotes

Underwater Blues

Ann Kamzelski presents
tips, techniques, and
creative ideas for getting
great photos.

Lesson #1: Make sure you have
a freshly charged battery in the camera....
as well as many other fish. It was wonderful. I did find that
fish don’t pose for photos and that it was also hard to see the
screen on the back of the camera through the housing when
you are underwater with a mask on. Waves don’t help either.
Also, when I would find a nice subject, it was really hard to keep
from drifting away when you tried to take the shot. Lesson
#2;:bobbing in the water makes it very hard to compose the
photo that you want.

Last summer my husband Ron and I received an invitation
from his sister to join her and her husband in St. John, United
States Virgin Islands, where they were renting a house for a
vacation. We love to snorkel and jumped at the chance to go
to this beautiful island for a long weekend of sun and beach.
I decided that I wanted to try some underwater photography
while there and looked around for options. I chose a Sealife
point-and-shoot camera that comes with a waterproof housing
designed specifically for snorkeling and shallow scuba diving.
My new “toy” arrived a couple of months prior to the trip and
as usual, I spent lots of time reading the manual to make sure
that I knew how it worked; trying out all the features. Now I
have always been pretty protective of my camera gear and had
a really hard time with the fact that I was going to plunge my
new camera in the ocean. It took me over a month to get up
the courage to actually test the housing for leaks as described
in the manual. Then it took me another week get brave enough
to submerge it into the salt water here at Cedar Key. OK, now I
knew it wasn’t going to melt if I put it into water, so I was ready
for the Caribbean.
The first day of snorkeling I boldly fastened the camera to my
wrist and dove in. As we swam around some nice rocks with
coral and fish I started taking pictures. After three shots the
camera stopped working. I turned it off and on and got the
“Battery Low” message. Well, you can’t change a battery while
in the water. The housing has to be rinsed and dried before
opening, so that was the end of underwater photos for that
day. I had apparently drained the battery with all my playing
around before the trip. Lesson #1: make sure you have a freshly
charged battery in the camera before swimming.
With new battery inserted, the second day of snorkeling went
much better. I had the chance to swim with about 6 sea turtles
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When I got back to the house and downloaded the images, I
found that even with the camera set to compensate for taking
photos in blue water, they had a very blue cast. I checked my
PhotoShop Elements reference book and discovered that there
is a procedure to deal with this problem. You go to Enhance/
Adjust Color/Remove Color Cast... A pop-up box appears that
has an eyedropper. I selected a spot on the picture that had
white sand, clicked , then clicked again on OK, and the blue
went away. Magic!! With a little more tweaking I had an
acceptable image. Lesson #3: thank you PhotoShop.
(Continued on Page 5)
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I was finally getting comfortable with the idea of a camera in the
ocean, so the last day of snorkeling I tried to take photos where
the camera was partly in the water and partly out. The wind had
kicked up some that day so I was really pitching around while
doing this. I had a lot of bad shots but also a few nice ones mixed
in. I got the idea of taking a picture of my feet while I was floating.
Lesson #4: it is impossible to float, keep BOTH feet above water,
and take a photograph all at the same time without swallowing a
LOT of salt water. Maybe with more practice.........

Ann
I would love to receive your comments, questions, or any other
feedback about Ann-ecdotes. Email me at kamzel@epix.net .
Text and images by Ann Kamzelski

©Suzan Richar

©Jan Keck
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March Critique: Youth

©Ken Meyer

©Judith Giddings

©Bob Bair
©Lonny Frost
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©Lonny Frost

©Ann Kamzelski

©Dwaine Gipe
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©Kev Card

©Jack Preston

©Jan Keck

©Sarah Wagaman

©Kelle Johnson
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GCPC Calendar of Events for 2012

Meetings are at 7 p.m. on the 2nd Tuesday of every month
at the Gmeiner Center unless otherwise noted.
Mini-solo Shows at the Native Bagel, Central Avenue,
Wellsboro: April, Chelsea Wagner
The Warehouse Theatre: Images from various club
members. Thanks to all who contributed.
April 10: Wayne Palmer, Photoshop Elements; Theme:
Pennsylvania/New York; Critique, Gary Thompson.
Late April (date to be announced) : Spring Wildflower
Walk with Ken Meyer
May 8: Chelsea Wagner: The Power of Water: Mother Nature’s Devastating Beauty. Theme, Spring, Critique, Dave
Ralph

June 12: Photo Shoot at Ann Kamzelski’s, no critique.
July 10: Program to be announced; Theme, Action; Crtique, Nancy Bickham
August 14: Program to be announced; Theme, Vacations
September 11: Program, Ann Kamzelski; Theme, Harvest
October 9: Program to be announced; Theme, Leaves
November 13: Lee Hoar: Birds, Bees, & Butterflies; Theme,
Signs
December 11: Holiday party; no theme, no critique

Please contact Bruce Dart at bdphoto@ ptd.net if you are interested in displaying your photos at the Native Bagel
or if you have images suitable for display at the Warehouse Gallery.

Mystery Macro
Check out this month’s
Mystery Macro
and send your guess to
wgiddings@epix.net

©Judith Giddings

Last month’s
mystery, the ear of a
hippo!

©Ann Kamzelski
©Karin Meyer
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April 10 Meeting At a Glance
You Can Do That In Elements:
Wayne Palmer
Critique: Gary Thompson; Theme, NY and PA
Refreshments this month:
Bruce and Nancy Dart
Beverages: Ken & Karin Meyer
Set Up: Lonny Frost
© Sandy Foor

Check Out These Links
Howto: Gestalt Principles and Photography
Jeff Brew provides a concise and interesting explanation of how to make your photography more
interesting and efficient using Gestalt psychology.
http://jeffbrew.com/2012/02/26/howto-gestalt-principles-and-photography/
Bryan Peterson’s #1 tip for making good photos:
A short video by Bryan Peterson demonstrates the impact of filling the frame.
http://www.ppsop.com/videos/fillframe.html
Adobe Photoshop Elements Techniques
This website contains free online videos, web-based tutorials and articles to help you get started or master
Photoshop Elements. Check out the “Help for Photoshop Elements” menu items on the right side.
http://www.photoshopelementsuser.com/tag/elements-10/
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